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Poem written in the hospital after being wounded a second time
at Brunete.

The War ls Long

by Sam Levinger

Comrades, the battle is bloody, the war is long;

Across grey hills ahead hear the shout of the guns,

Above us sweep white planes pregnant with pain.

See the tanks sullen and savage, hating flesh,

And listen—the rifles are pointing men out for oblivion,
The winging machine guns are beating the drums of death.

Comrades, the battle is bloody, the war is long;

There lies a comrade, head swathed in blood and bandages,
There stands a broken comrade with white face twitching,
There lie our dead, waiting for a little sand.

And we are tired with war and sick with danger,

Dreaming of girls waiting a long ways off;

And there is blood on our hands we cannot wash clean,
Blood on our souls which will not wash off for a long time.

Comrades, the battle is bloody, the war is long;

Still let us climb the grey hill and charge the guns,
Pressing with lean bayonets toward the slopes beyond.
Soon those who are still living will see green grass,

A free bright country shining with a star;

And those who charged the guns will be remembered,
And from red blood white pinnacles shall tower,
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