
Arepositioned,repairedandcleaned-
upInternationalBrigadememorial
willbethecentrepieceofthisyear’s
annualcommemorationonLondon’s
SouthBankonSaturday7July.
Followingthe£5millionredevelop-

mentofJubileeGardenslastingmore
thaneightmonths,thenational
memorialhasbeenmovedashortdis-
tanceawayfromthecongestedcorner
oftheparknexttotheLondonEye.Its
newlocationhaseasierpublicaccess
andbettervisibility.
Theriversideparkisscheduledto

reopentothepublicon18May.The
InternationalBrigadememorial, inthe
formofabronzesculpturebyIan
Waltersonamarbleplinth, isitsonly
memorialandassuchwillbeapromi-
nentfeatureofthepark.

TheIBMT’sceremonyon7Julywill
seetheunveilingofanewplaque
commissionedbythetrusttobesetin
thegroundinfrontofthememorial.
Theplaquegivesupdatedandaddi-
tional informationaboutthevolun-
teersfromBritainandIreland.
WithassistancefromtheWar

MemorialsTrust,theIBMTisalsopay-
ingfortherepairandrestorationofthe
memorial,onwhichthereareareasof
postulationandweartothepatinaof
thebronzeaswellassomedamageto
themarbleslabsontheplinth.
The21⁄2-metrehighmemorialwas

unveiledin1985byformerLabour
leaderMichaelFootonasiteprovided
bytheGreaterLondonCouncil.
JubileeGardenswasfirst laidoutin
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Memorialgetsabig
liftandnewplaque

GROUNDED:Acranemanoeuvresthe 9-tonInternationalBrigadememorialand
baseto itsnewpositioninLondon’sJubileeGardenson19April.

MAKINGTRACKS:BillyBragg and
MaxinePeakeperformfortheIBMT.

Singer-songwriterBillyBraggandactressMaxine
PeakepaytributetotheBritishanti-fascistvolunteers
intheSpanishCivilWaronanewCDsingleexclusively
availablefromtheIBMT.

BillyBraggperforms“JaramaValley”,thesong
inspiredbythebattlesouth-eastofMadridthat
claimedthelivesof150membersoftheBritish
BattalioninFebruary1937whenGeneralFranco’s
fascistforcestriedunsuccessfullytosurroundthe
Spanishcapital.

WrittenanonymouslyduringthewarinSpain,the
songbecametheunofficialanthemoftheBritishvolun-
teersandhasbeensungbyveteransandtheirsupport-
erstothisdayateventstocommemoratethelegendary
InternationalBrigades.

ThesecondtrackfeaturesMaxinePeakedelivering
thefamousspeechgivenbySpanishRepublicanleader
DoloresIbárruri–knownasLaPasionaria–atthe

farewellparadetotheInternationalBrigadesin
Barcelonaon28October1938.On“BrigadistaReprise”
shespeaksoveradubbackingtrackcreatedbyThe
UrbanRoots.

Bothrecordingshavebeenspeciallyproducedforthe
IBMT.Theperformersandartistshavealldonatedtheir
talentsforfreeandproceedsofsalesgotowardsthe
workofthetrust.

SpeakingabouttheCDproject,BillyBraggsays:“The
InternationalBrigadevolunteerswerepartofagenera-
tionofanti-fascistswhostoppedtheBlackshirtsat
CableStreetandthenfoughtHitler,Mussoliniand
FrancoonthebattlefieldsofSpain.

“Whiletheirowngovernmentwasappeasingthefas-
cistdictators,thesebravevolunteersknewthatfascism
hadtobedefeatedandwerepreparedtodieinorderto
doso.I’mproudtoplaymypartinpreservingtheir

EverythinginplaceforannualLondon
SouthBankcommemorationon7July

Continued on back page

Continued on back page

BillyBraggandMaxinePeakeinCDtribute
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Weneedyourhelpin
majorauditofmemorials

IBMT FROM THE SECRETARY

InternationalBrigade
MemorialTrust
www.international-brigades.org.uk
www.facebook.com/groups/7123291063
Charityno:1094928
Patrons:KenLivingstoneandPaulPreston

Secretary: JimJump
6StonellsRoad,LondonSW116HQ
020-72286504
secretary@international-brigades.org.uk

President:MarleneSidaway
020-85556674
marlenesidaway@hotmail.com

Chair:DoloresLong
0161-2262013;doloreslong@fastmail.fm

Treasurer:CharlesJepson
01254-51302;clarion@yahoo.co.uk

IrelandSecretary:ManusO’Riordan
+353-87-6784727
manusoriordan@dublin.ie

MembershipSecretary:MaryGreening
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memsec@international-brigades.org.uk

EducationOfficer:RichardThorpe
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0161-8617448;christoff_hall@yahoo.co.uk

OtherExecutiveCommitteemembers:
MikeAnderson,MikeArnott,Richard
Baxell,RodneyBickerstaffe,Pauline
Fraser,Hilary Jones,Mick Jones,Duncan
Longstaff

Membershipapplications,renewalsand
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SecretaryMaryGreening.Allothercorrespon-
denceshouldgotoSecretary JimJump.
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IBMT NEWSLETTER
The IBMTNewsletter ispublishedthree
timesayearandissentfreetoallmembers.
Backnumberscanbedownloadedfromthe
IBMTwebsiteon[www.international-
brigades.org.uk/newsletter.htm].Sendall
itemsforthenextissuetotheEditorby
31July2012atthelatest.

Editor: JimJump(seecontactdetailsabove)

Keepingalivethememoryand
spiritofthemenandwomenwho
volunteeredtodefenddemocracy
inSpainfrom1936to1939

ByJimJump

Therelocationandrestorationofourmemo-
rial inLondon’s JubileeGardens isa
reminderof the importanceof thenearly

100memorials throughoutBritainandIrelandto
theanti-fascistvolunteerswhowent toSpain
between1936-39.Withthis inmindthe IBMT’s
ExecutiveCommitteedecidedat itsmeeting in
Januaryto launchamajorauditofall these
memorials.Firstandforemostwewant toverify
that thememorialsarestill inplace.Afew,we
know,havebeenmoved;othershavegonemiss-
ingwhenbuildings inwhichtheyhavebeen
locatedarevacatedordemolished.Wealso
want to findoutwhatstate thememorialsare in
–andcrucially if theyneedanyrepairorupkeep.
Over thecomingmonths IBMTtrusteeswillbe

checkinguponmemorials in theirareaandmak-
ingsurethatwehaveaphotoofeachone. Itwill
notbeaneasytask,sopleasehelp ifyoucanby
tellingusabout the locationandconditionofany
suchmemorialnear toyou.Thisproject isbeing
coordinatedbyourTreasurerCharles Jepson
(seebelow),sosendanymessagesandphotos
tohim(detailson left)or toyour local IBMT
trustee, ifyouknowwhothis is.Youcanfindan
inventoryof thememorialsonourwebsite:
[www.international-brigades.org.uk].

Charlesinthesaddle
WewelcomeCharles Jepsonasournew
Treasurer.CharleswillbeknowntomanyIBMT
supportersasthesecretaryof theNational
ClarionCyclingClub1895,whichhasdoneso
muchinBritain, IrelandandSpaintosupport the
IBMTandtoremember the International

Brigades.HewasappointedatourExecutive
Committeemeeting in Januaryandfills the
vacancy leftwhenDuncanLongstaff,whowas
electedtothepostatourannualgeneralmeet-
ing lastyear, resignedsoonafterwards forhealth
andpersonal reasons.

AfirstforBillyBragg?
IsBillyBragg’s“JaramaValley”–whichhehas
recordedthisyearespecially for the IBMT(see
frontpagestory)– thefirst recordedversionof
thesong?Theanswer isn’tclear-cut.
Therehavebeenrecordingsof thesongwith

itsAmerican lyrics (praisingtheLincolnrather
thantheBritishBattalion)byWoodyGuthrieand
PeteSeegeramongothers.AndlastyearBilly
Stewartof theLanarkshireSongwritersGroup
usedtheoriginalwordsbyGlaswegianvolun-
teerAlexMcDadeforhis renditiononthe“From
BlantyretoBarcelona”CDcollectionofsongs
about theScottishanti-fascistvolunteers.
McDade’s lyricsaregentlysatirical, complaining
about the lackof leavefor thevolunteerskeptat

SLEEVE NOTES:Theoriginsof“JaramaValley”are
describedintheCDwiththenewBillyBraggversion.

The International Brigade memorialhangsinthe airoverJubileeGardenswhilebeingrepositioned to itsnewsite.



the Jaramafrontline followingthebattle in
February1937.
BillyBragg,however,usesthewordsof the

betterknownversionthat lamentsthedeadof
theBattleof Jaramaandvoicespride inthe
BritishBattalion.Thesewordswereanony-
mouslypennedduringthewar inSpainandthe
songalsobecameknownasthe“Songof the
BritishBattalion”.
The“re-written”songwasrecordedbythe

ScottishfolkgroupTheLaggan–butasamedley
with“BandieraRossa”–onthealbum“IAmthe
CommonMan”inthe1970sandre-releasedon
CDin2002.Leeds-basedfolksingerEwan
McLennanalsoliststhesonginhisonlinesong-
book–see[www.ewanmclennan.co.uk]–but
doesn’tappeartohaveputitoutondisc.
SotheanswerseemstobethatBilly’snew

recording is thefirststand-aloneBritishversion
of“JaramaValley”.Anyupdates fromanyone?
Seeoverleaf:“Prisonsonglyricsresurfacetoo”.

FootballfansrememberJarama

Talkingof“JaramaValley”, thanksgotoChris
Hall fromManchester,whoreportsthatamong
thesupportersofFCUnitedofManchester
(FCUM)areagroupoftravellingfanswhocall
themselvestheJaramaValleyLads.FCUMisthe
democratically-runfootballclubfoundedbydis-
gruntledUnitedfansin2005followingtheclub’s
takeoverbyUSmillionaires.Theyalsohavetheir
ownblogsite–http://fcumad.tumblr.com–

wheretheyproudlyacknowledgeManchester’s
anti-fascistvolunteersastheinspirationforthe
nameontheirbanner(picturedbelow).

StoryofGuernica
GoodnewsthatSpanish film-makerCarlos
Saura is tomakeafilmabout thepaintingof
PabloPicasso’sGuernica.StarringAntonio
Banderas,“33Dias” isnamedafter thenumber
ofdays it tooktocomplete themasterpiece.
The75thanniversaryon26Aprilof thebomb-

ingof theeponymousBasquetownthathelped
inspirePicasso’spainting,alongwithnews
about thefilmandthe inclusionofsketches for
thepainting inthePicassoandModernBritish
Artexhibitionat theTateBritain inLondon(until
15 July),haveallpromptedthefamiliar– ifoften
highlyquestionable–attemptsto findcontem-
poraryparallelswiththebombingofGuernica
byFranco’sGermanandItalianallies.
Leaving thataside, itwasgoodtosee that the

extraordinarystorybehind thepainting’spub-
lic showing inBritain in1939hasalso resur-
faced. IBMTmemberBenHoulton fromWigan
wrote in to recommendtheBBConlineaccount
ofhow,afterbeingexhibitedattheWhitechapel
Gallery inLondonearly in1939to raise funds
for theRepublicancause,Picasso’spainting
went toManchesterwhere itwashung,not in
anartgalleryormuseum,but inacarshow-
roomownedbyasympathetic cardealer.
Forthefullaccount,see[http://www.bbc.co.
uk/news/enternatinment-arts-16927120].

PrescientJackJones
Deliveringtheannual Jack JonesLecture in
Liverpool inMay,TUCGeneralSecretary
BrendanBarbernaturallypaidtributetothefor-
mer IBMTPresident’s record inSpain.
Describinghimasa“colossusof the labour

movement”underwhose leadershiphis
union, theT&G, rose tomore than2million
members,Barber said: “Jack’swasanextraor-
dinary life. It began ingrindingpoverty in
Garston,Merseyside,wherehewasborn in

1913.He took in thebrutal realitiesof
working in thedocksduringyearsofdepres-
sion; fightingwith the InternationalBrigades
against fascism inSpain; andassisting in the
wareffort in the factoriesof theMidlands.”
TheTUCchiefalsodugoutaveryaptand

prescientquotationfromthe1970s, inwhich
Jackappears topredict thebreakdownof the
post-1945consensusonfullemploymentand
theemergence insteadof thefree-market
“loadsamoney”societywenowinhabit.“Are
wetohave jobs, tomakethingsonwhichwe
cansurvive,”said Jack,“orwillwecontinueto
drift intoaphoneysuper-salesman’sBritain
wheretherearenojobsforworkingmenand
womenbutplentyofsecretbankaccounts in
Switzerlandor theCaymanIslands?”
ToreadBrendanBarber’s lecture,goto:
[http://strongerunions.org/2012/04/12/jack-
jones-three-lessons-for-our-times].

Bert’swordsstandthetestoftime
Madrid-basedIBMT
memberJustinByrne
sendsusthisinteresting
photoofgraffitionthe
doorofahousein
Madrigueras,wherethe

BritishBattalionwasbasedearlyinthecivilwar.
Nowaprivateresidence,thehousewasused

asalibrarybythevolunteers,andtheinscription
“BertNeville.London.CPGB.Feb1937”islov-
inglypreservedbythefamilywhonowlivethere,
saysJustin.Thegraffitiwasdiscoveredby
CaridadSerrano,alocalhistorianwhohaspub-
lishedanoralhistoryofvillagers’memoriesofthe
InternationalBrigades.
OriginallyfromIpswich,Nevillewasataxi-

driverfromHammersmith,westLondon.His
poem“EnglandArise”waspublishedinthe2006
anthology“PoemsfromSpain:BritishandIrish
InternationalBrigadersontheSpanishCivilWar”
andacopyhasnowbeengiventothefamilyin
Madrigueras.“I liketheideaofthepoetcarving
hisnameonalibrarydoor,”chucklesJustin.
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DEFACED:NazigraffitiontheInternationalBrigade
memorialsinBerlin(left)andMadrid(right),bothpho-
tographedinFebruary–asadreminderofattitudesstill
incirculationinSpainandelsewhereinEurope.

The graffitihavesincebeenremovedfromboth
memorials.

UnveiledonlylastOctobertomarkthe75thanniver-
saryofthecreationoftheInternationalBrigades,the
Madridmemorialcontinues,however,tobethefocusof
controversy.InAprilajudgeruledthatithadbeenerected
bytheMadridComplutenseUniversitywithouttheneces-
saryplanningpermission.Theuniversityauthorities
insistthattheyfollowedallnecessaryprocedures.They
addthatthereisnoimmediatethreattothememorialand
anappealisbeingconsidered.

Standingonasiteprovidedbytheuniversity,the
memorialwasfundedthroughacampaignorganisedby
theSpanishAABIInternationalBrigadesfriendship
group.TheIBMTdonated€500.

Lastyeartherewasalast-minuteunsuccessful legal
challengebyaneo-fascistgroup to trytostopthe
memorial’s inauguration.



ByJimJump

Afternearly75years,InternationalBrigadevet-
eranDavidLomonhaslaideyesonaportraitof
himsketchedintheprisoner-of-warcampin
Palencia,northernSpain.

Thedrawingwasby theartistandpoetClive
Branson,who likeDavidwascapturedby Italian
troopsnearCalaceite in thespringof 1938when
theBritishBattalionwas forcedto retreat
throughAragon in the faceofamassiveoffen-
siveby the fascists.

Dated7August [1938], thesketch isoneof
severalportraitsandotherdrawings that
BransonproducedasaprisoneratPalenciaand
alsoat theprisoncampatSanPedrode
Cardeña,nearBurgos.

Alltheseoriginalsketches,pluspoemswritten

orinspiredbySpain,weredonatedlastyearby
daughterRosaBransontotheMarxMemorial
LibraryinLondon,wheretheyjoinanextensive
InternationalBrigadearchive.

Nowaged93,DavidLomonalwaysremem-
beredbeingsketchedwhileatPalencia,butnever
thoughtthathisportraitmighthavesurvivedafter
alltheseyearsuntilhefoundoutabouttheexis-
tenceofBranson’soriginalsketches.

SotheIBMTarrangedavisittotheMMLon
25Apriltoseeifhecouldidentifyhisportraitasa
youngman.

“Itwasamazingtoseethedrawing,”saidDavid
atthelibrary.“Itbroughtbackmemoriesofhow
mostdayswewouldallsitaroundtalkingorplay-
ingchessandthenClivewouldsay‘Iwantto
sketchyoutoday’andwhoeveritwaswouldhave
tokeepstill forawhile.”

Turning tohisson, Irving,whoaccompanied
himonthevisit to the library,heasked;“Do
youthink it looks likeme? I certainlyhadmore
hair then.”

SeveralpaintingsbyCliveBranson,whowas
killed,aged36,whileservingwiththeBritish
armyinBurmain1944,are inthecollectionheld
bytheTateBritaingallery inLondon.Lastyear
theMMLorganisedanexhibitionofhispaintings
alongsidea largemural-stylepaintingbydaugh-
terRosa,alsoanartist, commemoratingthe
InternationalBrigades.
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Asketchreturnsfromthepast

LIKENESS: InternationalBrigadeveteranDavidLomonreunitedattheMarx
Memorial Librarywithhisportraitsketched in1938inSpain.

ARTIST:CliveBranson,pic-
turedhereinBritisharmy
uniformduringtheSecond
WorldWar,sketchedDavid
Lomonandseveralother
Brigaderswhiletheywere
heldprisonerduringthe
SpanishCivilWar.The
Britonswerelaterfreedina
prisonerexchangewith
Italiantroopscapturedby
Republicanforces.

Prisonsonglyrics
resurfacetoo
For David Lomon, looking at Clive
Branson’s prison camp sketches and lis-
tening to Billy Bragg’s new recording of
“JaramaValley” have brought back mem-
ories of songs that he and fellow cap-
tured International Brigade volunteers
used to sing in Spain.

At the Palencia prison, says David, they
used their own lyrics when they sang
“JaramaValley” (to the tune of “Red River
Valley”) – a song originally penned by
Glaswegian volunteer Alex McDade and
then anonymously rewritten to become
theunofficial songof theBritishBattalion.

These are the words that David and the
other prisoners used to sing, as recalled
by him…

There’s a prison in Spain calledPalencia
’Tis a place thatwe knowall toowell
It was there thatwegave of ourmanhood
And spentmonths ofmisery andhell.

Surroundedonedayby Italians
Whowith guns bought by Chamberlain’s
gold

Blown to hell by artillery and avion
That’s howour brave comradeswere
sold.



ByJimJump

Theshiftingpoliticalandculturalinterpretations
oftheSpanishCivilWarandtheroleofthe
InternationalBrigades,fromthetimeofthewar
itselftothepresentday,werethefocusofthe
IBMT’s2012LenCromeMemorialLecture.

DeliveredbyAmericanhistorianPeterNCarroll,
thelectureconcentratedonchangingpercep-
tionsintheUS,withspecialemphasisontheatti-
tudestowardsandamongtheveteransofthe
2,800volunteerswhoservedinSpaininthe
AbrahamLincolnandGeorgeWashington
Battalions.

Underthetitle“FromGuernicatoHuman
Rights:TheSpanishCivilWarinthe21stCentury”,
Carroll’slectureatLondon’sImperialWar
Museumon3Marchrangedovertopicssuchas
PresidentFranklinRoosevelt’spoliciestowards
theSpanishRepublic,reactionsbycivilwarveter-
anstoErnestHemingway’snovel“ForWhomthe
BellTolls”andtheemergenceinthe1950sof
GeorgeOrwell’s“HomagetoCatalonia”asthe
mostcommonlyreadtextonthewar.

Akeyelementofhistalkandthesubsequent
questionandanswersessionwasthedramatic
impactoftheSoviet-NaziGermannon-aggression
pactthatwassignedin1939inthefewmonths
separatingtheendofthewarinSpainandthe
startoftheSecondWorldWar.Theleadershipof
theVeteransoftheAbrahamLincolnBrigade
(VALB)followedtheSovietlineupto1941thatthe
SecondWorldWarwasanimperialistwar.But
severalformerBrigadersfoughtwithdistinction
inthewar.Many,however,faceddiscrimination
andsuspicionbecauseoftheirrecordinSpain.

Carrollstressedthattheanti-communistpara-
digmoftheColdWarthatfollowedtheSecond
WorldWarhadadecisiveandlastingimpacton
howtheSpanishwarandtheinternationalvolun-

teerswereviewed.Thecivilwarwasredefinedas
abattlebetweenequals–fascistsandcommu-
nists.Thevolunteerswerelabelled“premature
anti-fascists”andFranco’sregimebecameastal-
wartanti-communistallyoftheUS.President
RonaldReaganwentsofarastosaythatthevol-
unteershadfoughtonthe“wrongside”.

Differencesofopinionamongthevolunteers
themselvessparkedpoliticalargumentsandbat-
tlesinVALBthatcontinuedwell intothe1970s
andbeyond.

ChairedbyhistorianandIBMTPatronPaul
Preston,the11thLenCromeMemorialLecture
wasattendedbymorethan250people,the
biggestattendancesofarfortheevent.

PrestonintroducedCarrollastheauthorofsev-
eralbooks,including“TheOdysseyofthe
AbrahamLincolnBrigade:Americansinthe
SpanishCivilWar”andemerituschairoftheboard
ofgovernorsoftheAbrahamLincolnBrigade
Archives,oneoftheIBMT’ssisterorganisationsin
theUS,andeditorofitsjournal,TheVolunteer.

ThemorningsessionattheImperialWar
Museumincludedscreeningsof“WiththeLincoln
BrigadeinSpain”,afilmmadein1938byHerbert
KlineandHenriCartier-Bresson,and“The
InternationalBrigadersAmongUs”,theBritish
premièreofafilminEnglishandCatalanaboutthe
BrigadersbeforetheBattleoftheEbro.Thefilms
wereintroducedbyhistoriansHelenGrahamand
AngelaJackson,whoalsospokeabouthernew
biographyofInternationalBrigadenurse
PatienceDarton,“ForusitwasHeaven”.

LindaPalfreeman,whogavelastyear’sLen
CromeMemorialLectureandistheauthorof
“¡Salud!BritishVolunteersintheRepublican
MedicalServicesduringtheSpanishCivilWar”,
ledthetributestoThomasWatters,avolunteer
withtheScottishAmbulanceUnit,whodieda
weekearlier.
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FromSecondWorldWartoCold
Warandbeyond:Howperceptions
oftheBrigadershavechanged

SPEAKER:PeterN
Carroll,pictured at
London’s ImperialWar
Museum,wherehe
delivered theIBMT’s
2012LenCrome
MemorialLecture in
March.

Thefocusofthisyear’sLenCromeMemorialLecture… HopesforIBmusicaltobe
performedinBarcelona
Thewritersof“GoodbyeBarcelona”areseek-
ingfundingtohavetheirmusicalaboutthe
InternationalBrigadesperformedinSpain.
ComposerKarlLewkowiczwasinBarcelona

andMadridinMarch,wheretherewerespecial
screeningsofarecordingofthemusicalmade
duringitssuccessfulfive-weekrunatLondon’s
ArcolaTheatreinNovemberandDecember
lastyear.
“I’mhopingthat,ifwecangalvanisetheinter-

estsothatthemoneycanberaised,therewill
beaSpanish/Catalanlanguageversionofthe
showsometimenextyear,”saysLewkowicz,
whoco-wrotethemusicalwithJudithJohnson.
ApersonalhighlightofhisvisittoBarcelona

wasameetingwithDrMoisèsBroggi,aged
103,whowasafieldsurgeoninthe
InternationalBrigades’medicalservices.

Belfastsupportersmeet
TheBelfast-basedInternationalBrigades
CommemorationCommitteeheldasuccessful
annualgeneralmeetingon25February,
reportsCiaranCrossey.
Some40supportersheardJohnCallow,

directoroftheMarxMemorialLibrary,givea
talkabouttheInternationalBrigadearchives
heldatthelibraryinLondon.Thereweredis-
cussionstooaboutplansfornewmemorialsin
Belfast,DundalkandDerry.
Themeetingstartedwithaminute’ssilence

forthelastIrishvolunteer,PaddyCochrane,
andforJackEdwards.
AlsorememberedwasConorShaw,grand-

sonoflocalvolunteerJoeBoyd,whodiedin
2011,aged31,afterbattlingcancer.Conorwas
inspiredbythevaluesofhisgrandfatherand
waslaidtorestwearinganInternational
Brigadebadge.

SeemoreaboutConorShawhere:[http://irelandscw.
com/docs-ConorShaw.htm].

‘Antifascistas’atunionconferences
TheIBMT’s“Antifascistas”exhibitionhas
beenonasuccessfultourofScotlandsince
February,finishingintheScottishheadoffice
ofUnisoninGlasgowinMayfollowingshow-

Dr Moisès Broggi with Karl
Lewkowicz in Barcelona.
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Continued overleaf



International Brigade Memorial Trust6

TALK:Aneventto
celebratethe75th
anniversaryofthe
International
Brigadestookplace
inAberdeenon14
October2011inthe
ATUCClub.There
wasatalkbyNeil
Cooney,nephewof
BobCooney,former
politicalcommis-
saroftheBritish
Battalion,onthe
19Aberdeenvolun-
teers,fiveofwhom
werekilledin
Spain.

BENCH:FriendsandfamilyofInternationalBrigaderandformerIBMTChairSam
Lessergatheraroundthememorialbenchthatwasinauguratedinhishonouron
18MarchinVictoriaPark,eastLondon,closetowherehewasraisedasachild.

MarkingJackBrent’scentenary

ingsatDundee,Blantyre,FifeandattheScottish
TUC’sofficesinGlasgowandthenattheSTUC
conferenceinInverness.
Theacclaimedexhibitionhasalsobeenwell

attendedinWales,especiallyinSwanseaduring
MarchandAprilandafterwardsatMaesteg–
whereitstaysuntil14May.
“Antifascistas”isscheduledtobeondisplayat

severaltradeunionconferencesthissummer,
andit ishopedthatitwillbedisplayedin
NewhavenFortduringtheweeksleadingupto
theIBMT’sannualgeneralmeetinginOctoberon
theSussexcoast.

Forinformationabouthiring“Antifascistas”,getintouch
withExhibitionCoordinatorMarleneSidaway(seecontact
detailsonpage2).

GeorgeBrown’sManchesterroots
Over60peopleattendedameetingon9Marchto
commemoratethelifeofIrish-bornManchester

volunteerGeorgeBrown,whowaskilledatthe
BattleofBruneteinJuly1937.Theeventwasheld
attheIrishWorldHeritageCentreinCheetham
Hill,Manchester,andmembersoftheInistioge-
basedGeorgeBrownMemorialCommitteefrom
Irelandwereamongthosepresent.
Afilmabouttheunveilingofthememorialto

GeorgeBrowninInistioge,CoKilkenny,was
shown,whichincludedfootageofInternational
BrigadeveteransBobDoyleandJackJones.This
wasfollowedbyatalkbyHarryOwensonthelife
andtimesofGeorgeBrown.Duringaconcluding
questionandanswersession,aproposaltoerect
amemorialtoGeorgeBrowninManchestermet
withgeneralapproval.

VictimsrememberedatMarx’stomb
JavierMorenoDíaz,presidentofoneofthemain
groupsinSpaincampaigningforrecognitionof
thecrimesofFranco,gavetheannualorationat
theKarlMarxtombinLondon’sHighgate
Cemeteryon10March.

GROUP:Fromleft:Pend BooksownerJulia WattMuir, JanetButterworth
and(right)GillBailey,all membersoftheWhithorn &DistrictBusiness
Association,withDumfries&DistrictTUCTreasurerandIBMTmember
StuartHyslop.

Thecentenaryof thebirthofGeorge
“Geordie”Dickie, knownas JackBrent
whenhe travelled toSpainasan
InternationalBrigadevolunteer,was
markedat thehouse thatbearsa
plaque inhishonour inWhithorn,
Dumfies&Galloway.

DickiewasborninCoburg,Ontario,on
24February1912,buthisfamilyreturned
hometoWhithornafewmonthslater.He
servedanapprenticeshipwithalocal
butcherbeforejoiningtheCameron
Highlandersforashortspell.Helater
madehiswaytoLondonandin1936trav-
elledtoSpain.

DuringtheBattleofJaramahewas
severelywoundedwhilerescuingafallen
comrade.Hisinjuriesweretoresult incon-
stantpainandseveraloperationsduring
therestofhisshortenedlife.Hediedin
Whithornin1951attheageof39.

Theceremonytorememberthis“heroic,
self-educated,localman”,inthewordsof
IBMTmemberStuartHyslop,wasorgan-
isedbyDumfries&DistrictTUCandwas
attendedbyrepresentativesofthe
Whithorn&DistrictBusinessAssociation
(WDBA),whosedeterminationtohonour
JackBrentresultedintheunveilingofthe
plaquein2006.

TheWDBA-commissionedplaqueissit-
uatedat55GeorgeStreet,onthewallof
thepremisesofthebutcher’sshopwhere
Geordieworkedasayoungman.

“Theplaquehasprovedpopularwith
touristsandvisitors,whoofteninquireat
thenext-doorPendBooksbookshopfor
furtherinformation,”reportsIBMTmem-
berStuartHyslop.

AbiographyofJackBrent,byStanley
Harrison,waspublishedin1954by
Lawrence&Wishart,London.

NEWS

From previous page

Isthisyourlast
Newsletter?
IBMTsubscriptionsfor2012arenowoverdue.If
youhavenotalreadydoneso,pleasesendyour
paymentimmediately.Otherwiseyouwillbe
removedfromtheIBMTNewsletter mailinglist
andthiswillbethelastissueyoureceive.When
returningyourcheque,clearlystateyourname
andaddresssothatthesecanbematchedwithour
membershiprecords.Also,pleaseconsiderpaying
yoursubsbydirectdebit.Thedirectdebitformcan
bedownloadedat:[www.international-
brigades.org.uk/join.htm].Sendchequesor
completeddirectdebitformstoMaryGreening,
IBMTMembershipSecretary,2WoodfordClose,
RadyrWay,CardiffCF52PH.
Foranyqueries,tel:029-20195412;email:
[memsec@international-brigades.org.uk].
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SpeakingonbehalfoftheFederaciónEstatal

deForosporlaMemoria(NationalFederationof
ForumsforMemory)–whichpromotesthe
exhumationofthemassgravesofthevictimsof
theFrancoistrepressionofsupportersofthe
SpanishRepublic–MorenoDíazsaid:“While
Spanishjudgeswhohavebeeninvestigating
thecrimesofFrancoismaredisqualified,bull-
dozersareremovingtheremainsofmurdered
RepublicansfromditchesthroughoutSpain,”
Hetoldtheaudienceattheeventorganised

bytheMarxMemorialLibrary:“Theremainsof
Republicansexecuted,torturedandmadeto
disappeararenotjustbones.Theseremains
haveadignity,thesepeopleweremurderedfor
beingorganised,forhavingaclassconscious-
ness…Theyresistedandfoughtagainstthe
tragedyoffascism.”

Inbrief…
�JulesPaivio,thelastsurvivingCanadianvet-
eranoftheInternationalBrigades,receivedhis
Spanishnationalityataceremonyatthe
SpanishconsulateinTorontoinJanuary.Now
aged94,Paviowasoneofthe1,400Canadian
volunteersintheMackenzie-Papineau
Battalion.Spanishnationalitywasconferredon
InternationalBrigadeveteransbySpain’s2007
LawofHistoricalMemory.

�IBMTsupportersinReadingarecampaigning
fordonationstohavetheirmemorial–nowover
20yearsold–cleanedandrestored.Theyhave
setupaFacebookpageandarearranging
fundraisingevents.FindthemonFacebookat
Reading-International-Brigade-Memorialor
email [spanishwarmemorial@hotmail.co.uk].

�AcampaignhasbeenlaunchedbyIBMTsup-
portersinNorthLanarkshire foramemorialto
volunteersintheSpanishCivilWar.Afundrais-
ingeventwasheldinMotherwellon24March,
withtheIBMT’s“Antifascistas”exhibitionon
showattheHeritageCentresupplementedby
someoriginalmaterialfromGlasgow
CaledonianUniversity’sarchives, includinga
postcardfromCharlieGoodfellowtohisnext
doorneighbour.TheLanarkshireSongwriters
Groupsangaselectionfromtheir“From
BlantyretoBarcelona”CDandJohnMilligan,of
theNoPasarangroupthatorganisedtheevent,
reportedthatthelocalcouncilhadalreadyallo-
catedasiteforthememorial inDuchessof
HamiltonGardens.

�Ivry-sur-Seine,asuburbonthesouthernout-
skirtsofParis, remembered10localvolunteers
whowerekilledinSpainfightingwiththe
InternationalBrigadeson25Januarywhena
plaquewasunveiledintheirhonour.Thecere-
monywasorganisedbytheIBMT’ssisterorgan-
isationinFrance,ACER[www.acer-aver.fr]and
theIvrytowncouncil.Theplaquewasplaced
nexttoanotheroneinauguratedin1996,telling
passers-bythatsome60Ivryvolunteersleftfor
SpaininNovember1936from19rueRaspail.

Bornon22December1913inRyde,Isleof
Wight,MargaretDuncombeFinleybegan
hertrainingasanurseontheislandand

latermovedtoLondon’sKingsCollegeHospital
formoreformaltrainingbetween1933-36.This
wasfollowedbysurgicaltrainingattheRoyal
MasonicHospital in1937/8.
AfterattendinganAidSpainrallyintheEast

EndshevolunteeredtogotoSpain,servingasa
nurseinMataró,about20milesnorth-eastof
Barcelona,fromAugust1938toDecemberof
thatyear.Sheworkedinsomeverymiserable
andfairlyunsanitaryconditionsandlaterspoke
oftheterribleinjuriesthatmanysoldiershad.
WithagroupofyoungSpanishsocialistsand

injuredInternationalBrigadersshemadeher
waytotheFrenchfrontieratLePerthusandfrom
therewasrepatriatedtotheUK.
Sheleftbehindaboyfriend,EnriqueMoret

Astruells,asculptorandcaptainintheSpanish

Republic’sarmy.AsCataloniafell tothefascists
inJanuary1939hewasdetainedinOlot,but
managedtoescape.AcrossthePyreneeshewas
internedinthecampatLeBarcarès.
MargaretwasmeanwhiletouringtheUKrais-

ingmoneyforSpanishrefugees.Shereturnedto
Franceearlyin1939andworkedfortheBritish
CommitteeforSpanishRefugees.Somehowshe
foundEnriqueandsprunghimfromthecamp.
TheytravelledtoParis,whereshelobbiedforthe
rightsoftherefugees.
InParistheyweremarriedand,mixinginleft-

wingandartisticcircles,Margaretbeganto
developagrowinginterestinartistsandart.
Shealsobecameinvolvedwiththeinitiative

launchedbyRafaelTrujillo,thedictatorofthe
DominicanRepublic,titled“Dominicanización
delafrontera”toencourageEuropeanimmigra-
tion.Hepursuedanopendoorpolicyadmitting
Jewishimmigrantsinthe1930swhenmost
countrieswereturningthemaway.Afterthe
SpanishCivilWarhepromotedtheimmigration
ofSpanishRepublicanexiles.
MargaretandEnriquewereontheCuba,a

charteredasteamshipthatarrivedinthe
DominicanRepublicin1940,havingsailedfrom
MarseillesfullofSpanishrefugees.
However,conditionsintheDominican

Republicwereabhorrent, littlebetterthaninthe
Frenchcampsthattherefugeeshadbeeninand
therewassoondiscontent.WithherBritish

ALAN LLOYDlooksattheeventfullifeof
MargaretFinley,oneoftheBritish
nurseswhoservedinSpain.Until
recently,littlewasknownabouther,but
awealthofinformationcametolight
earlylastyearwhenAlanmadecontact
withMargaret’sniece,DiMargetts,and
herfriendandcarerinthefinalyearsof
herlife,LynneArmitage.

Theextraordinarylifeand
timesofMargaretFinley

FromIsleofWighttoSpain,Paris,DominicanRepublic,
Cuba,NewYork,EcuadorandbacktoSpain…

Margaret Finley (right) with friends at the Zombie Club, Havana,
around 1942. Next to her is husband Enrique Moret Astruells.

Continued overleaf



passportMargaretsecuredworkwithacom-
mitteehelpingtorehousetherefugees.
AstheconditionsintheDominicanRepublic

worsenedin1942thecouplerelocatedto
Cuba,whereMargaretsecuredworkinthe
AngloAmericanHospital inHavana.
Enriquewasagainworkingasasculptor.But

hecouldnotobtainavisatoentertheUS,so
MargarettooksomeofhisworkstoNewYork
toorganiseanexhibition.However,shenever
returnedtoCuba.In1945theyweredivorced
andEnriquequicklyremarried.
InNewYorkMargaretobtainedworkwithart

curatorMildredConstantineasanagentfor
LatinAmericanartists,whilesendingmoneyto
theSpanishrefugeeswhenevershecould.
In1946shereturnedtotheUKtovisither

family.Thereshewasaskedbythenewly
formedWorldFederationofUnitedNations
AssociationstobetheirLatinAmerican
Secretary.Shetravelledtopostwar
Czechoslovakia,whereshemetJanMasaryk,
thecountry’spresident.BackinCuba,atthe
startofatourofLatinAmerica,shecontracted
hepatitis.Therewereboutsoftheillnessin
GuatemalaandMexicoandthetripwasaban-
doned,forcinghertoreturntoNewYork.There
shewashospitalised.
In1947,afterherrecoveryshewasinvitedto

apartyinNewYorkwhereshemetJan
Schreuder,aDutchcartographerworkingfor
BPinEcuador.Hewasalsoanartistand,after
theymarriedandshereturnedwithhimto
Ecuador,shepersuadedhimtotakeuppaint-
ingfulltime.Theyboughtasmallstudioin
QuitoandencouragedEcuadorianIndiansto
developtheirartsandcrafts.Manyofthetradi-
tionaldesignsstillseeninthemarketsof
Ecuadorwerereintroducedthankstothe
effortsofJanandMargaret.Meanwhile,she
hadbecomeacompetentartistherself,butas
shelatersaid:“Therewasonlyeverroomfor
oneartistandegointhehousehold.”
In1959JanwasofferedajobintheUSata

universityinOklahoma,butthistimeitwas
Margaretwhowasrefusedanentryvisa–
becauseofher“communist”background.Due
toJan’sbadhealththeyhadtoleavethealti-
tudeofEcuadorand,withhiscomfortable
companypension,theywereabletomoveto
Spain,wheretheybecamefriendsofGerald
Brenan,thenotedHispanicistandformermem-
beroftheBloomsburyGroup.Herecommended
ahouseinMijastothem,whichtheybought.
Theysubsequentlypurchasedanearbyplot

of landanddesignedandbuilt theirown
houseandstudio. Jandied in1964,but
Margaret remainedthereuntilherdeathon
5September2003at theageof89.

AlanLloydisaSouthampton-basedIBMTmemberwho
researchesandwritesabouttheInternationalBrigadevol-
unteersfromHampshireandtheIsleofWight.
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CubansintheSpanishCivil
War:‘Notonestepbackwards’

Fromleft:Alberto
BayoGiroud,
MiguelÁngel
LauzuricaDíazand
MaríaLuisaLafite.

FEATURES
MargaretFinley
From previous page

BySteveLudlam

RevolutionaryCuba’scurrentmedical
internationalismhasbeencalled“the
greateststorynever told”,and itsmili-

tary internationalism inAfrica,whichcostover
2,000Cuban lives, receives littleattention
today.Cuban internationalismin theSpanish
CivilWar issimilarlyhidden fromhistory.
CubanhistoriansEnriqueCirulesandMaría
MercedesSánchezDotreshave recently
uncoveredevidence inRussianandSpanish
archives tosustainaclaimthat,proportion-
ately topopulation,Cubans’engagementwas
unmatched.
Theyhave identified1,225volunteers, com-

paredwith734 inearlierCubanstudiesand
1,056 inDeniseUrcelay-Maragnes’smajor
2008FrenchstudyofCubanvolunteers.Why
somany?Oneexplanationnoteshistoric links
withSpain.But fewCubanvolunteers regis-
teredSpanishorigins.Crucially,Hispanic-
Americanvolunteeringwas farweakerelse-
where:estimatessuggest 11 fromthe
DominicanRepublic,464 fromradicalMexico.
In theAmericas,only theUSseemstohave
sentmorevolunteers.
Amorecompellingexplanationstressespol-

itics.MostCubanvolunteerswereyoungvet-
eransofcontemporarystrugglesagainst
Cuba’sMachadodictatorshipandthe first
regimeofBatista.The“tropicalMussolini”
Machadowasoverthrown in1933,but in1934
the radicalgovernment fell toUS-supported
Batista.Revolutionarygroups,notably the
“YoungCuba” insurrectionistsandtheCuban

CommunistParty,dominatedresistanceat
homeandanti-fascist support forSpain.
Thefirstvolunteerswererevolutionary

Cubansexiled inSpain, ledbyYoungCuba
intellectuals. In July1936,many immediately
joinedthefightingagainst themilitary revolt in
Madrid’sMontañaBarracks.Most, initially,
enteredthe5thRegiment.MaríaLuisaLafite
fought in theMontañaBarracksandmanybat-
tles,alongsideherhusbandPedroVizcaíno
Urquiaga.PolicarpoCandónGuillénbecamea
divisionalcommander,at35knownasthe“old
man”.AlbertoSánchezMenéndez,avictimof
Machado’s torturers,becamethe“coman-
dantecubano” inthe11thDivision,dying inbat-
tleaged22.Cuba’soutstandingyoungwriter,
Pablode laTorrienteBrau,died inbattleat25,
earningthetitle“MartyrofMajadahonda”.

“…nomatterwhofalls”
Notallwereexiledactivists.Cubanboxer
MiguelÁngelLauzuricaDíaz, “Malaya”,work-
ing inaMadridgymwhenthe rebellionbegan,
wentstraight tohisunionoffice, joinedupand
fought in the5thRegiment (andwaswounded
nearToledo).
Thesecondgroup,bothof intellectualexiles

andmigrantworkers, camefromtheUS.Led
bymedical studentRodolfodeArmasSoto,
theCubans formedtheAbrahamLincoln
Battalion’sCenturiaCubanaAntonioGuiteras
(namedafterayoungmartyrof theanti-
Machadostruggle).Arriving in January1937,
theyweresoon fightingat thewitheringBattle
at Jarama.After 12daysof fighting, the
CenturiaGuiteraswasordered toattack the

“In1936theydecidedtopostponetheplan[foran
invasionandinsurrectioninCuba]forsixmonths,
explicitlytoredirecttheir forcestoSpain. Itwould
betwodecadesbeforeFidelCastro’sforcewould
makegoodthepromisetoresumethisstruggle.”



“TheSpanishHolocaust: Inquisitionand
Extermination inTwentieth-CenturySpain”by
PaulPreston(HarperPress,London,2012)£30
(hardback)

Reviewed byHelenGraham

InSpaintoday,thecivil
wartriggeredthree-
quartersofacentury

agoisstill“thepastthat
hasnotpassedaway”.
WhenaSpanishjudge,
BaltasarGarzón,interna-
tionallyrenownedforhis
championingofhuman
rights,openedaninvesti-

gationintotheconflict’scoreofextremeextrajudi-
cialviolence(inwhichmorethan200,000people
werekilled),hewaschargedwithabuseofpower.
Althoughhewasacquitted,thefactboththathe
wasputontrialatallandthatjudicial investiga-
tionintotheviolenceisnowblockedrendersPaul
Preston’smonumental,rigorousandunflinching
studyimportantandopportuneinwaysthat
reachfarbeyondthepurelyacademic.
Preston,Britain’sforemosthistorianofmodern

Spain,acknowledgeshisdebttothosehistorians
insideSpainwhooverthepastthreedecades,
despitehugesocialandpoliticalobstacles,have
openedupthefactsofthisviolencethrough
painstakingresearchinlocalarchives.But
Preston’sowncontributionisamajorone,bothin
tracingthefundamentalistoriginsofthemilitary

coupthatunleashedthekillingandinrecon-
structingitsbarbedandcomplexconsequences.
Whattheconspiratorsintendedwastocrushthe
socialchallengeposedbythereformingprojectof
thedemocraticSecondRepublic.
Prestonremindsusthattheconflict inSpain

beganasamilitaryassaultonanevolvingcivil
societyanddemocraticregime.Recognisingthat
theinitialmassiveviolencewasgeneratedpre-
ciselybythemilitaryrebelsthemselvesremains
thebiggesttabooofall indemocraticSpain’spub-
licsphere.Franco’sdictatorshiphasneverbeen
delegitimisedsincehisdeathin1975,notwith-
standingthesymbolicmeasuresofrecentyears.
It isthiscentralmilitaryresponsibilitywhich
Garzónsoughtunsuccessfullytoconfrontjudi-
ciallythatliesattheheartofPreston’sstudy.
Theconspirators’determinationtodeploy

terrorfromthestartwasmadeclearintheprior
ordersofthecoup’sdirector,GeneralMola,to
“eliminatewithoutscruplesorhesitationallwho
donotthinkaswedo”.Theiraimwastoreverse
boththeRepublic’sredistributivepoliciesofland
andsocialreformandtheculturalshift impliedin
itsextensionofliteracy,co-educationand
women’srights.Butresistancetotherebelsin
muchofurbanSpaincreatedsuchlogisticalchal-
lengesthatthecoupwouldlikelyhavefailed,had
itnotbeenfortheprovisionbyHitlerand
MussolinioftheaircraftthattransportedFranco’s
colonialArmyofAfricatomainlandSpain.
Themilitaryrebelsnowunleashedthemass

slaughterofcivilians.Preston’sbooktellsthehar-
rowingstoryofthis“cleansing”warofterrorasit
unfoldedacrosstheentiretyofSpain’sterritory.
Eveninareaswheretherewasnoresistanceto
thecoup,thenewmilitaryauthoritiespresided
overanextermination,mainlyperpetratedby
civiliandeathsquadsandvigilantes.
IntheareasofSpainwherethemilitarycoup

failed, inonecrucialrespectit“succeeded”fully–
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Digging
upSpain’s
guiltypast

enemytrenches.RodolfodeArmas led from
the front,anddiedaged25having toldhis
fighters: “Remembermuchachos,notone
stepbackwards,nomatterwhofalls!”Losses
forced their reorganisation into thecom-
binedGuiteras-Connollyunit.
The thirdand largestgroupwere recruited

inCuba into the InternationalBrigades,arriv-
ingbetweenApril 1937andMay1938.An
extraordinaryeventdemonstrates radical
Cuba’s link to thedefenceofSpain.The
YoungCubagroup,with theCommunistParty
andexiled1933PresidentRamónGrauSan
Martín,hadagreedan invasionand insurrec-
tion inCuba.Butmeeting in theUS in1936
theydecided topostponetheplan forsix
months,explicitly to redirect their forces to
Spain. Itwouldbe twodecadesbeforeFidel
Castro’s forcewouldmakegoodthepromise
to resumethisstruggle later.

Arevolutionarylegacy
WithinCuba,supportwasoverwhelmingly for
theRepublic:barelyonetenthof thenumber
fighting for theRepublic joinedtheFrancoist
foreign legion.TeresaCasuso,widowofPablo
de laTorrienteBrau, ledsolidarityaid,which
includedtheCasaCubachildren’s refugeat
Sitges.CubanandSpanishCivilWarveterans
later foughtside-by-sideagainstBatista’sdic-
tatorship inthe1950s. In1955,AlbertoBayo
Giroud,Cuban-bornSpanishRepublican
commander,wasengagedbyFidelCastroto
trainhisguerrilla forcesat theMexicanfarm
andhomeofTeresaCasuso.Republican
GeneralEnriqueLísterForján later trainedrev-
olutionaryCuba’smilitia.Bayodiedageneral
in theCubanrevolutionaryarmy.
MarioMoralesMesa, laterpresidentof

Cuba’sSpanishCivilWarVeterans’
Association, joinedtheclandestine1947
expeditionfromCubatooverthrowtheTrujillo
dictatorship in theDominicanRepublic.
AlongsidehimwereDanielMartín
Lambrandero,Spanishcommanderof the
XVInternationalBrigade’s59thBattalion,and
ayoungFidelCastro.MartínLambrandero
diedfightingBatistaandisa“Martyrof the
CubanRevolution”.MaríaLuisaLafite,who
hadrushedtotheMontañaBarracks,wasa
clandestine fighter inCubainthe1950s.Many
such linksmustexist.
Cubans inSpain fought inmanyunits

(accordingtoUrcelay-Maragnes,seven
fought in theBritishBattalion)and inmany
battles, losingaroundonefifthof theircom-
rades inMadrid, Jarama,Teruel,Brunete,
Belchite,Ebro,Gandesa,Pandólsandelse-
where.WhenthenewCirulesandSánchez
Dotresstudyemerges, resourcesshouldbe
foundforanEnglishedition.Cuba’s
Volunteers forLibertydeservetheirstory to
beheardmorewidely.

SteveLudlamisaseniorlectureratSheffieldUniversity.
Contacthim[s.ludlam@shef.ac.uk]foralongerversionof
thisarticleandalistofSpanishandFrenchsources.

“Eveninareaswhere
therewasnoresistance
tothecoup,thenew
militaryauthorities
presidedoveran
extermination,mainly
perpetratedbycivilian
deathsquadsand
vigilantes.” Continued overleaf

Exhumation of a mass grave of
Spanish Republican supporters.
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TodieinMadrid
60yearslater
“‘Forus itwasHeaven’ThePassion,Griefand
FortitudeofPatienceDarton:FromtheSpanishCivil
WartoMao’sChina”byAngela Jackson(Sussex
AcademicPress,Eastbourne,2012)£22.50*

ReviewedbyRichardBaxell

Nearly20yearsago,
AngelaJackson,then
researchingherdoc-

torate,intervieweda
womanwhohadworkedas
anurseinRepublicanSpain
duringthecivilwar.The
storythatAngelawastold
thatdaybyher80-year-old
interviewee,PatienceEdney
(néeDarton),becamean

importantpartofaground-breakingthesisandled
toawellreceivedbookonwomeninthewar.
ThisbiographyofPatiencebringsAngelabackto

herbeginningsand,perhapsunderstandably, is
thecauseofacertainamountofreflectionbythe
author. Inmanywaysthebookisapersonal
accountofAngela’srelationshipwithPatienceand
theprocessofresearchingandwriting.
TheopeningchaptersportrayPatienceinthe

yearsbeforeSpain,wherewelearnaboutthe
developmentoftwoimportantandlong-standing
featuresofPatience’slife:nursingandleft-wing
politics.Bornintoanuppermiddle-classfamily,
Patiencedecidedtotrainasamidwiferynurseat
UniversityCollegeHospital inLondon,whereshe
wasalsointroducedtoprogressivepoliticsby
theillustriousscientistanddedicatedcommunist,
JBSHaldane.
ThestoryofPatience’stimeinSpainformsthe

centralpartofAngela’sportrayal.Shewasper-
suadedtogotoSpaintonursetheBritish
Battalion’sformercommander,TomWintringham,
whowasdangerouslyillwithtyphoid.Anurse’slife
inwar-tornSpainwasnotaneasyoneandthis
biographypresentsaclearpictureoftheimpossi-
bleconditionsunderwhichthenurseswereforced
tooperate,withhospitalsandambulancesdeliber-
atelytargetedbyFranco’sforces.
Yet,despitethelonghoursandnearexhaustion,

therewasstill theopportunityforlove.Uncovered
throughherpersonalletters,wehearhowshefell
inlovewithandmarriedayoungGerman
InternationalBrigader.SoonwerealisewhyAngela
referstoPatience’sgriefandfortitude:hernew
husbandwaskilledontheEbrointhesummerof
1938.Patiencedidn’tmentionhimagain,nordid
shevisitSpain,foranother60years.
Inthe1950s,followingtheSecondWorldWar,

PatienceturnedhereffortstowardsMao’sChina,
carryingontheworkshehadbeguninSpain.While
thereareaccountsbyotherSpanishveteranswho
wentontoworkinChina,suchasNanGreenand
DavidCrook,thisisnotanareathathasbeen

widelywrittenabout,soIfoundthissectionpartic-
ularlyinteresting.
In1996Patienceattendedthehomenaje in

Madrid.Thebook’s lastact isgenuinelymoving,
forPatiencedidnotsurviveher returntoSpain:
“ToDie inMadrid”, readPatience’sobituary inEl
Periódico–afittingconclusiontoanextraordinary
lifeandanengagingbiography.

*AvailablefromtheIBMTatthespecialpriceof£19plus£2.99
p&p.SendchequespayabletotheIBMTto:IBMT,6Stonells
Road,LondonSW116HQ.

Ahelpinghandfromthe
Britishestablishment
“Franco’sFriends:HowBritishIntelligenceHelped
BringFrancotoPowerinSpain”byPeterDay
(BitebackPublishing,London,2011)£19.99
(hardback)

ReviewedbyJimJump

InJune1938,followingaseriesofspectacularmili-
taryvictoriesthathadsplit

theSpanishRepublicinto
twozones,GeneralFranco
sentaprivatemessageto
BritishPrimeMinisterNeville
Chamberlainthankinghim
forBritain’sfriendshipand
reassuringhimthattheywere

bothdefendingthesameideals.Embarrassed,
Chamberlainorderedthatthereshouldbenopub-
licityforthegreeting,recountsPeterDayinthis
newstudyofthesupportthatFranco’srebellion
receivedfromkeysectionsofBritain’spolitical,
financialandintelligenceestablishment.
Nowonderthearchitectofappeasementwith

Europeanfascismwassoembarrassed.While
Britainprofessedneutralityand“non-interven-
tion”intheSpanishCivilWarandstill recognised
theSpanishRepublicasthelegitimategovernment
ofSpain,thereality,as“Franco’sFriends”laysbare,
wasentirelydifferent.
Day’sbookisawho’swhoofthepowerfulnet-

workoffascist-sympathisingaristocrats,right-
wingpoliticians,upper-classRomanCatholics,
industrialists,bankers,MI6spiesandrichplayboys
(andtheoddplaygirl)whoworkedopenlyand
covertlytomakesurethatFrancotriumphedin
Spain.Somewereblindedbytheiranti-commu-
nism–ignoringthefactthatin1936,whenFranco
launchedhiscoup,theSpanishCommunistParty
wassmallandrelativelyinsignificant.Otherscyni-
callyusedscaremongeringaboutthethreatofa
communisttakeoverofSpaintojustifytheiractions.
Thecommunistthreatwasentirelyficticious.

IndeedoneofFranco’sinfluentialBritishbackers,
ArthurLoveday,abusinessman,journalistandMI6
agent,boastedthathehadpersonallyuncovered
“evidence”ofacommunistplottoseizepowerin
Spain.Thedocumentsinquestionwereaforgery.
Therewereparallelsinthisaffair,accordingtoDay,
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inthattheretooitunleashedextrajudicial
killing.InRepublicanterritorythiskilling,
whichforatimethegovernmentwaspow-
erlesstopreventbecausethecouphadcol-
lapsedtheinstrumentsofpublicorder,was
perpetratedagainstciviliansectors
assumedtosupportthecoup.Some
50,000peoplewerekilled,includingnearly
7,000,mostlymale,religiouspersonnel–
killingsthatdrasticallyunderminedthe
Republic’sinternationalcredibility.
AfterFrancoachievedvictoryinspring

1939,themassmurderingdimensioninher-
entinwar-forgedFrancoismbecamefully
apparent,asthefinalsectionofPreston’s
studyexplores.Ofthebaselinefigureof
150,000extra-andquasi-judicialkillingsfor
whichitwasresponsibleintheterritory
underdirectmilitarycontrolbetween1936
andthelate1940s,atleast20,000were
committedaftertheRepublicanmilitary
surrenderinlateMarch1939.
Tensofthousandsweretriedmerelyfor

theirpoliticalorsocialalignmentwiththe
Republic–asoneprosecutordeclared:“Ido
notcare,nordoIevenwanttoknow,ifyou
areinnocentornotofthechargesmade
againstyou.”ThiswastheFrancoregime’s
“fatal”moment:itmobilisedasocialbase
ofperpetrators,buildingontheirfearsand
lossessustainedduringthewar,while,at
thesametime,itcriminalisedthe
Republicanpopulation,perpetratingan
abuseofhumanrightsonavastscale.
Worsestill, theregime,buoyedupbythe
ColdWar,thenkeptalivethesebinarycate-
goriesfornearly40years.
ThisiswhatmarksFrancoismapart–the

lastingtoxicityofitsoriginatingstrategy
whichstillburnsthesocialandpolitical
landscapeof21stcenturySpain,three-and-
a-halfdecadesafterthedictator’sdeath.
ThatSpain’spublicsphere isstill shaped

toagreatextentbythevaluesandpercep-
tionsbequeathedbyfourdecadesof
Francoismisblindinglyevident in the
Garzóncase. InsideSpain, theafterlifeof
violenceremains;andwith it theneedfora
democraticcoming-to-terms, inherent in
which isanopennesstothedifficultpast.
Preston’sstudy ishistoryasapublic

good,asubstitute for theprocessof truth
andreconciliationthathasnot taken
place inSpainandanantidotetothose
whostill regardFrancoasagoodChristian
gentleman.

HelenGrahamisProfessorofSpanishHistoryatRoyal
Holloway,UniversityofLondon.Alongerversionof
thisreviewwasfirstpublishedinTheIndependent
on2March2012.See[www.independent.co.uk/arts-
entertainment/books/reviews/the-spanish-holocaust-
inquisition-and-extermination-in-twentiethcentury-
spain-by-paul-preston-7468500.html].

‘TheSpanishHolocaust’
From previous page



tothescandalthatbroughtdowntheLabourgov-
ernmentin1924withthepublicationintheDaily
MailoftheZinovievletter,anotherforgeryin
whichBritishintelligencewasimplicated.
LovedaywasamemberoftheantisemiticRight

Club.Theclub’sfounderwastheConservative
MPArchibaldRamsay,anotherofFranco’spromi-
nentsupporters,whowasinternedduringthe
SecondWorldWarforhispro-Naziviews.
VeteranjournalistPeterDaycompellingly

describestheanticsoftheseloathsomecharac-
ters.Andasinanycloak-and-daggertale involv-
ingspooks, it isastoryrepletewithsecretmeet-
ings,conspiracies,bribes, international
intriguesandbetrayals–especiallythebetrayal
ofSpanishdemocracy.

Nowhisstorycanbetold
“TheLastToFall:TheLifeandLettersofIvor
Hickman–anInternationalBrigaderinSpain”by
JohnLWainwright(HatchetGreenPublishing,
Southampton,2012)£10.99

ReviewedbyAlanLloyd

Justacoupleofyears
agoIvorHickmanwas
likesomanyofthe

BrigadersinSpain:a
namesittingwiththe
morethan500othervol-
unteersontherollofhon-
our,afewpersonal
details,butnothingabout
themanhimself–his

hopes,hisdreamsorhisfears.
AllthatchangedwiththediscoveryofIvor’slet-

tersfromSpaintohiswife, Juliet.Theyhadbeen
carefullypreservedbyJulietandthenherdaugh-
tersafterherdeath–amovingstory, lyinginan
attic,waitingtobetold.JohnWainwrighthas
usedtheselettersinthecontextofeventsinthe
SpanishCivilWartotellthisstory,andeveryone
whoreadsitwillbegratefulthathehas.
IvorwasthesonofaSouthamptongascollec-

tor,whodiedwhenIvorwasveryyoung.Aseries
ofscholarshipssawhimgraduatefromChrist’s
College,Cambridge,inJune1936.Itwasat
Cambridgethathemetandfell inlovewithJuliet
MacArthur,astudentatNewhamCollege,whose
familyhomewasinPetersfield,Hampshire. It is
atthisstagethatthelettersbegin,bothhumor-
ousandintimate,thejoyoftwoyoungpeople
whohavediscoveredloveforthefirsttime.
AftergraduationIvormovedtoManchesterto

workforMetropolitanVickersasanapprentice
mathematicalengineer. Julietfollowedandin
December1936theyweremarried.Tenmonths
laterIvorwasinSpain.Hisearlylettersshowthe
exuberanceofasoldierkeentofightforthe
causeandthentoreturnhomeandfulfilall the
previouslymadeplansforthefuture.Although
thetonechangesasthewarwearson,hiscom-
mitmenttofightingfascismneverwavers,nor
doeshisdesireforafrontlineposition.

Followingaperiodaschief instructoratthe
InternationalBrigades’trainingschoolforoffi-
cersinTarazonadelaMancha,hemovedtothe
frontattheBattleoftheEbroaschiefobserverof
theBritishBattalion.Hislettersfromthisperiod
showthatheremainedoptimisticaboutsurviv-
ing,thoughobviouslywellawareofthedanger
hewasin.AllthetimeheremindsJulietofhislove
anddesiretoreturnandbewithher.Butitwas
nottobe,asIvorwaskilledon22/23September
1938,quitepossiblythelastBritishBrigaderto
dieattheEbro.
AlthoughIvor’sletterswereonlyevermeantto

besharedbytwopeople,JohnWainwrighthas
sensitivelywoventhemintothemeticulously
researchednarrativebothofIvor’slifeandthe
storyoftheBritishBattalion.Thisallowsthe
readerareal insightbothintothemanhimself
andtherealitiesofthewarinSpain.

Medicsinthelineoffire
“¡Salud!BritishVolunteers in theRepublican
MedicalServiceduringtheSpanishCivilWar,
1936-1939”byLindaPalfreeman(Sussex
AcademicPress,Eastbourne,2012)£24.95*

Reviewed byPauline Fraser

A t last, in“¡Salud!”we
haveabookthatgives
acomprehensive

accountoftheBritishcontri-
butiontothemedicalserv-
icesinRepublicanSpainthat
will takeitsplaceasthekey
workofreference.
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Continued overleaf

InternationalBrigadehistorianRichard
Baxell’snexteagerlyanticipatedbookwill
placethevolunteersfromBritaininthe

widercontextofthestruggleagainstfascism
fromtheearly1930sthroughtotheendofthe
SecondWorldWarin1945.

“UnlikelyWarriors:TheBritish in the
SpanishCivilWarandthestruggleagainst
fascism”weaves together thestoriesof the
menandwomenwhoopposedSirOswald
Mosley’sBlackshirtson thestreetsofBritain
andthen foughtFrancoandhisNaziGerman
and ItalianFascistallies in theSpanishCivil
Warof 1936-39.

Manyofthemafterwardswentontofightin
theSecondWorldWar–oftendespitethe
oppositionoftheBritishauthoritiesandthe
CommunistParty.

“Anyonewhohasheardmy‘ThreeMonths
inSpain’or‘CableStreet:theroadtoSpain’
lectureswillbefamiliarwiththeapproachI
take,”Baxelltoldthe IBMTNewsletter.“It’s
verymuchanoralhistory,usingthemassof
interviewmaterialandmemoirs,properly
contextualised.”

Scheduledtobepublishedlaterthissum-
mer,thebookbeginswithanexplanationof

thesocio-economicand
politicalclimateofthe
1930s,beforemoving
ontoshowthatitwas
thecreationofMosley’s
BritishUnionofFascists
thatsolidifiedadis-
parategroupofpolitical
dissentersintocommit-
tedanti-fascists.

Baxell istheauthorof

“BritishVolunteersintheSpanishCivilWar”,
whichisregardedbymanyasthedefinitive
accountoftheInternationalBrigadersfromthe
BritishIsles.Heexplainsthat,inadditiontothe
storyoftheBritishBattalion,hisnewstudywill
includechaptersexaminingtherolesofother
volunteers,includingthemedicsandtheILP
(IndependentLabourParty)group.Italsotells
ofthenumerousvisitorsfromBritaintoSpain,
fromreportersto“wartourists”.

“UnlikelyWarriors:TheBritishinthe
SpanishCivilWarandthestruggleagainstfas-
cism”,isplannedforpublicationbyAurum
PressinAugust. Itwillhaveroughly400pages
andwillbeonsalefor£20(hardback).

Newstudychartsthelong
waragainstfascism

Richard Baxell.
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MIXED MEDIA

FrankRyanfilmpullsback
fromcontroversial thesis
ReviewedbyManusO’Riordan

“Queen’ssetfor
Nazioccupation”
wastheheadline

intheIrisheditionofthe
SundayTimes lastSeptember
whenreportingthatQueen’s
UniversityBelfasthadbeen
festoonedwithNaziinsignia
torepresentwartimeBerlin
forafilmbeingmadeby
DesmondBell,ofthatsame
university,entitled“The
EnigmaofFrankRyan”.

ThereportquotedBellon
thedeclaredpurposeofthe
film:“Whatwearereallytry-
ingtodoistopresenttothe
audiencethekindofenigma
thatFrankRyanwas–howhe
startedoutontheleftand
endedupworkingforfascism.”Thefilm’shistori-
calconsultantwasstatedtobefellowQueen’s
academicFearghalMcGarry,authorof“Frank
Ryan”(2002),withonecharacter-assassinating
chapterheaded:“Collaborator,1938-44”.

Thecompletedfilmwaspremieredatthe
JamesonDublinInternationalFilmFestivalon
18February.Thepublicitymaterialgeneratedfor
itsmarketingcontainedthesamemessage.
“WartimeBerlincomestoQueen’s”wasthe
proudboastofthepressreleasefromQueen’s
Universityitself,whichcontinued:“Academic
andfilm-makerProfessorDesBellandhistorian
DrFearghalMcGarry,bothfromQueen’s,aretak-
ingononeoftheirbiggestassignmentstodate
withtheproductionofafilmontheenigmathat
wasFrankRyan.Ryanwasarepublicansocialist
of1930sDublinandInternationalBrigadevolun-

teerwhofoughtfascisminthe
SpanishCivilWar,andended
hislifeworkingfortheNazisin
wartimeBerlin.”(Myempha-
sis–MO’R)

Thefilmreceivedasecond
showingon26February,fol-
lowedbyadebateorganised
bythejournalHistoryIreland,
inwhichbothMcGarryandI
participated.Myoriginal
reviewrefutingMcGarry’s
thesis isonlineat [www.
irelandscw.com/docs-
Ryan2.htm]andIagaintook
issuewithhiminthe
Februarydebate.

Notwithstandingthechar-
acterassassinationthatcon-
tinuestobedeployedbyBell
inpromotinghis film,how-
ever, Iwaspleasantlysur-

prisedthat theactualscreenplayhadpulled
backfromtheMcGarry thesisandtreated
Ryan’speriod inGermanyinall itscomplexity,
demonstratingthathemostcertainlywasnota
collaborator.

Itwas,infact,thefilm’ssuperficialtreatmentof
theSpanishCivilWaritselfthatturnedouttobe
itsmostdisappointingfeature.Therewasacari-
catureofRyan’sinternationalisthandlingof
nationaltensionsintheBritishBattalion,along
withaportrayaloftheBattleofJaramathatishis-
toricallyunrecognisable.Andtherewasafailure
toseizethedramaticopportunitythatthefilm
hadopentoit ifonlyithadgoneontore-enact
Ryan’sgreatrallyofBrigadistasofallnationali-
tiesbyleadingthem,withamassrenditionof
“TheInternationale”,torecaptureterritoryprevi-
ouslyyieldedupinanearlierretreat.

“¡Salud!” isdivided intoseveralsections.The
first tells thestoryof theSpanishMedicalAid
Committee,whichwasthefirst foreignaidcom-
mitteetosendvolunteers toSpain.Welearn
howthefirstBritishhospitalwassetupat
GrañénandhowtheBritishMedicalUnitwas
integrated intothe InternationalBrigades.
ThesecondsectionfollowstheBritish

MedicalUnit throughout thewar, fromJaramato
theEbro.Medicalstaffworkedinappallingcon-
ditions,grapplingwith lackofsleep,extremes
ofheatorcold, insanitaryconditions,shortages
ofsuppliesandthefrequentneedtooperate in
darkness.

Hospitals,ambulancesandmedicalunits
wereunderconstantattack,asFranco’s forces
blatantlyviolated internationalagreements.
Hospitalsandmedicalunitshadtobecamou-
flagedandduringtheEbrooffensivetheywere
setup inrailwaytunnelsandevencaves.
Ambulancesremainedatargetandseveral
stretcher-bearersanddrivers lost their lives.
Againstall theseodds, theachievementsof

theRepublicanmedicalservices, towhichthe
BritishMedicalUnitmadeasubstantial contri-
bution,wereenormous.Therewerefourmain
areas inwhichmedicalscienceadvanced: the
organisationofmedicalsupport tothearmed
forces, includingthestrategicpositioningof
emergencyunitsandfrontlinehospitals; the
treatmentofwoundsandinjuries; thecontrolof

infectiousdiseasesandthecreationanddevel-
opmentofbloodbanks.
LindaPalfreemantellinglycomments:

“Despitetheextremelyharshconditionsandthe
scarcityofmedicalmaterialsofallkindsinSpain,
thereweresurprisinglylowmortalityratesin
comparisonwithpreviouswars.”
Ontheirreturn,manymedicalvolunteers

passedontheirexpertise:writingarticles,giving
lecturesandputtingtheirskills intopracticein
theSecondWorldWar.
Thefinalsectionofthebookconsistsofbiogra-

phiesofmostofthevolunteers.

*AvailablefromtheIBMTatthespecialpriceof£17plus
£2.99p&p.SendchequespayabletotheIBMTto:IBMT,
6StonellsRoad,LondonSW116HQ.

From previous page
Themedicalvolunteers

Inbrief…

�Manchester-basedfolksinger
MichaelBurns(left)haswrittena
songintributetolocalvolunteer
JamesKeogh,whowaskilledin
SpaininMay1937,aged22.Listen

toitat[http://michaelburns1.com].

�WinifredWheable-
Archer, formerwidow
ofManchesterInter-
nationalBrigaderRon
Barber(theirwedding
ispicturedinthepress
cutting)haspostedher
autobiographyasafree
onlinedownload.“We
reallydonotalter, just
growolder”describes
Ron’stimeinSpainand
herAidSpaincam-
paigninginManchester.
Hediedsoonafterthe

SecondWorldWarfrompancreaticcancer–
whichtheysuspectedhaddevelopedasa
resultofenteringtheHiroshimaradiationarea
whilehewasservingintheRoyalNavy.Born
intoastronglyLabourfamily,Winifredwasa
localgovernmentsocialservicesadministra-
torinlaterlife,basedinManchester,Leeds
andNottingham.Downloadherstoryfrom:
[www.betterworldbooks.com/we-really-do-
not-alter-just-grow-older-id-095324234X.aspx].

�Theout-of-printmemoirof
IrishBrigaderJoeMonks
(1915-1988),“WiththeReds
inAndalusia”,originallypub-
lishedinLondonin1985,has
nowbeenpublishedin
Spanish(as“Conlosrojosen

Andalucía”)byRenacimiento(Seville,2012,
€15)withanintroductionbyhistorianMiguel
ÁngeldelArcoBlanco.MonkswasinSpain
fromDecember1936toJuly1937,seeing
actionontheCórdobaandSegoviafronts.

“Enigma”: Frank Ryan.
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LETTER

Remembering
theRedMatildas

Ilive inAustraliaandhaveonly just learnedof
the IBMT’sexistence. Iwas lentabook,
“Australia’sSpanishKnight”,byafriendwho

knewofmyinterest in theSpanishCivilWar.
WhenIgot topage25Iwasamazedtoreadthe
namesof threenurseswhohadbeenpartof
Australia’scontributiontothe International
Brigades.Oneof thenursesmentioned,May
Pennefather (néeMcFarlane),hadbeenaclose
friendofmymotherandgrandmotherandis
indeedoneof thethreefemalesubjectsofa
prize-winningdocumentary,“RedMatildas”,
madebymydaughterSharonConnolly in1985.
Icontactedtheauthorsof thebook,Desand

KateSpeight,andwehavenowhademailcom-
munication inwhichtheymentionedyour
organisation.
Myintereststemsfrommorethanthefact that

asachild IknewvolunteersSamAaronsand
RonHurd. IalsometLloydEdmunds,whoonce
helpedmetopromotethefilm“TheGoodFight”
(about theAbrahamLincolns)whenIworkedat
a filmcentrehere inMelbourne.
MygrandmotherElizabethListerwasfora

timethesecretaryof theSpanishRelief
Committee inPerth,WesternAustralia,which
raisedmoneyformedicalaidandambulances.
Inher fine filmmydaughterhasused,amongst
otherarchival footage,astillphotoofmygrand-
mothersayingfarewell to thenursesandan
ambulanceatFremantlepier.
MymotherwasalsoinvolvedintheSpanish

ReliefCommitteeandasachild(Iwasbornin

1936)Ioftenheardaboutwhathappenedin
Spain.AsanadultIreturnedtocompletemyedu-
cation,whichhadbeencutshortbymarriageand
fourchildren,andlaterwenttouniversitywhereI
majoredinSpanishlanguageandLatinAmerican
studies,alsocompletingaunitontheSpanish
CivilWar.Allthiswasbackinthe1970s,buthasall
surfacedagainasI’vebeenwritingamemoir
aboutmymarriagetoaremarkableman,who
wasawell-knownandwidelyrespectedjournal-
ist,authorandfilmcritic.
Mybookhasasectiondealingwithmyrela-

tivesandtheirconnectiontoSpainandindeed
myownvisits there in1974,1982and1999, the
lastaccompaniedbymyhusbandnot long
beforehisdeath.
Incidentally Ialsoreplied forMayPennefather

toan invitationshereceivedtoattendthebirth-
daycelebrations forDolores Ibárruri’s90th
birthday.MayhadmetLaPasionaria in
Benicásimin January1937andagain inValencia
ataconferenceofanti-fascistwomenin late
1937.Maynursedonthe Jaramafront,also in
Brunete,Belchite,AlbaceteandMataró.
Anothercoincidence is thatyouhaveanew

recordwithBillyBraggperforming“Jarama

Valley”.Mysecondchild (whodiedat36)wasa
guitaristandsongwriterwithoneofAustralia’s
leadingrockgroupsandtheyplayedwithBilly
whenhewasheresomeyearsago.
MygrandparentscametoAustralia from

Warrington,Lancashire, in1926withtheir five
childrenwhenmymotherwas12.Grandmavery
quicklybecameactive in the1930s inthemove-
mentagainstwarandfascism. In1938shewas
aguestspeakerat thefirstever International
Women’sDay(IWD)celebration inPerthandthe
subjectofherdiscoursewasLaPasionaria.This
wasallduly reported intheWestAustralian.
Incidentally in the1950smymotherchaired
IWD.Soyoucansee Ihadgoodrolemodels.
Myownfourchildrengrewuplisteningtothe

1961doublealbum“Songsof theSpanishCivil
War”andprobablycanstillbeltoutapassable
renditionof“JaramaValley”,“Viva laQuince
Brigada”andthechorusof“Venga, jaleo, jaleo”
inbadSpanish.
JoanConnolly
Melbourne

Clips from “Red Matildas” can be viewed online at
[http://aso.gov.au/titles/documentaries/red-matildas].

CAN YOU HELP?

The young and older
Australian nurse May
Pennefather in the “Red
Matildas” documentary.

RespectforAlanGilchrist
MikeSlater,fromMalvern, isaformer
pupilofInternationalBrigaderAlan
Gilchrist,whotaughtEnglishat
HanleyCastleGrammarSchoolin
Worcestershireintheearly1950s.Mike
woulddearlyliketoknowwhereAlan’s
asheswerescatteredonahillsidein
Spainbysomeofhisformercomrades.
“He[Alan]hadasignificantinfluenceto
thegoodonmylifeandmanyothers.
Aswefrequentlytraveltostayin
CataloniaIwouldliketovisitandpay
myrespectstothemallatthishillside.”
Headds:“Atschoolhewasatall

imposingcharacter,wellrespectedby
all.Aspupilswewereinaweofhim –
weknewhehadbeenintheSpanish
CivilWarbutheneverspokeaboutit
andweweretoofearfultoask.”
Ifanyonecanhelp,contactMikeat:
[theslaters73@gmail.com].

AlanGilchrist
(above)at
HanleyCastle
Grammar
Schooland
(left)atthe
Battleofthe
Ebroin1938.

Roleofpersonalphotography
BeatrizPichel,apostgraduatestudent
attheUniversidadAutónomade
Madrid, ispreparingaresearchproject
aboutphotographstakenbyvolun-
teersintheInternationalBrigades.Her
aimistoanalysetheroleplayedby
personalphotography,sosheisseek-
ingtomakecontacttheirfamilieswith
suchphotographs.
Contact: [beatriz.pichel@gmail.com].

AsongforFeliciaBrowne
IBMTmemberGeoffParryislookingfor
someonetoputmusictothelyricshe
haswrittenforasong,“Salud,Felicia
Browne”,intributetotheyoungartist
killedinAugust1936whilefighting
withtheanti-fascistmilitiasinAragon.
ShewasthefirstBritishvolunteerto
dieintheSpanishCivilWar.Hereare
thefirstthreeversesandchorus:

Youknewthefascistenemy
FromdarkdaysinBerlin–
YoustoodinBarcelona
Andsawthewarbegin.

Thepeoplefoughtthefascists,
Thestreetsandskywerered,
Youputawayyourpainting
Andjoinedthefightinstead.

Youmarchedoffwithyourcomrades,
Arifleinyourhand.
Youtoldyourfriendsthatyoucouldfight
Aswellasanyman.

Yougaveyourlifeforfreedom
Thedaytheyshotyoudown.
Mayyournameliveforever–
Salud,FeliciaBrowne!

Ifyoucanhelp,contactGeoffon
[geoff@geoffrey3.wanadoo.co.uk].

Ifyouthinkyoucanhelpwithanyofthese
queriesbutdonothaveaccesstotheinternet,
contacttheIBMTSecretary(detailsonpage2).
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LiseLondon
FrenchInternationalBrigade
volunteerLiseLondon(née
Ricol)diedinParison31March,
aged96.Shewasalsoa
CommunistPartyactivistand
veteranoftheFrench

Resistance.ShemarriedCzechInternational
BrigaderArturLondon(1915-86)andthecouple
settledinPragueaftertheSecondWorldWar.
Arturwasimprisonedin1951followinga
StalinistshowtrialthattargetedseveralJews
andInternationalBrigaders.Theymovedto
Francein1956.

ShmuelSegal
Thelastsurviving
memberofthe
InternationalBrigades
whocamefrom
Palestineandafter-
wardslivedinIsrael,
ShmuelSegal,diedon

13January,aged94.Bornin1917inMinsk,then
partofRussia,hisfamilysettledinTelAviv in
1926.HetravelledtoSpainasayoungcommu-
nistactivist in1937andservedinthe
MickiewiczBattalion,seeingactionatHuesca,
TeruelandExtremadura.
AftertheSpanishwarhesettledin

Manchester.WhentheSecondWorldWar
beganhevolunteeredtojointheBritisharmy
butwasturnedaway,supposedlyonpolitical

grounds.However,hewasconscriptedafterthe
warendedandpostedtothemilitarygovern-
mentHQinVienna,wherehisfluencyinRussian
wasuseful.
HemovedtoIsrael in1948,theyearthatinde-

pendencewasdeclared,workingfirstasan
engineerandlater,untilaged80,asalawyer.
Thoughnolongeracommunist,hecontinuedto
supportleft-wingcausesandrepresentedleft-
istactivistsincivilandmilitarycourts.

FritzTeppich
ThelastGermananti-fascist
volunteeroftheSpanishCivil
War,FritzTeppich,diedon25
February,aged93.Bornin

Berlin,as14-year-oldJewish“RedPioneer”he
wassentbyhismotheralongwithhiselder
brothertoParisandlaterBelgiumtoworkasan
apprenticecookwhenHitlertookpowerin
Germany.SheandFritz’syoungerbrotherwere
latermurderedbytheNazis.
WhentheSpanishCivilWarbegan,Fritz,at17,

foundhiswaytoSpain’sBasqueCountryin
September1936.Underthenomdeguerre
AlfredoTSalutregihejoinedthepro-Republican
forces,takingpartinthefightingaroundSan
SebastiánandBilbao.
WhenBilbaowascapturedheescapedto

Franceandre-enteredRepublicanSpainin
Catalonia.HejoinedEnriqueLister’s11th
DivisionandfoughtuntilCataloniafell in
February1939.

InFrancefollowingtheNazi invasionhewas
internedasaforeignalienintheprisoncampat
GursandlaterLeVernet. Justbeforehiswork
unitwasduetobesenttoAuschwitzheslipped
awayandwithafalseIDtravelledthrough
Franco’sSpaintoPortugalwhereagainhewas
interned,thistimeuntil theendoftheSecond
WorldWar.
BackinGermany,heworkedasajournalist

andwaspoliticallyactiveinleft-winggroups
andthepeacemovementinWestBerlin.

RonaldFraser
RonaldFraser,whodiedon10Februaryaged81,
wasoneofthemostacclaimedBritishhistori-
ansofSpain.His1979study,“BloodofSpain”,
wasaground-breakingaccountoftheSpanish
CivilWar.Usinginterviewswithparticipantson
bothsides, itwasoneofthefirstbooksto
describethetrueextentoftherepressionand
hardshipsufferedbyordinarySpaniards.

JeanetteHurst
JeanetteHurst,whodiedon5Aprilaged63,was
akeensupporteroftheIBMTfromLeicester.
Sheregularlyattendedeventsaroundthecoun-
tryandinSpain.Sheworkedinthe shoeindus-
tryandwasanactivememberoftheNational
UnionofBoot&ShoeOperativesandlaterthe
shopworkers’unionUSDAW.HusbandLynn
Hurstwrites:“HerinvolvementintheIBMT
broughthersomeofherhappiesttimesand
memories,andforthisIthankyouall.”
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OBITUARIES

ThomasWatters
ByJimJump

ThomasWatters,whodiedon25February
aged99,wasthelastknownsurvivorofthe
550volunteersfromScotlandwhoserved

intheSpanishCivilWarof1936-39.Thoughmost
werecommunistsandsocialistsandenlistedin
theInternationalBrigades,Thomasalways
declaredhimselftobeapoliticalandsaidthatit

washumanitarianratherthanpoliticalmotives
thattookhimtoSpainasamemberoftheinde-
pendentScottishAmbulanceUnit.
BorninbornAlloa,Thomashadbeenstudying

firstaidwiththeRedCrossforseveralyearswhile
workingasaGlasgowbusdriver,havingtrained
asamotormechanicafterleavingschoolin
Tillicoultry.Sowhenheheardtheappealfor
ScottishdriversandmedicstogotoSpainhefelt
hewaswellqualifiedforthechallenge.Glasgow
Corporationhelpedbyagreeingtokeephisjob
open.
Followingafinancialappealinwhichtrade

unionmembersinGlasgoworganisedflagdays
andthelocalMusicians’Unionstagedabenefit
concert,alargecrowdsawsixambulances
crewedbyThomasand18otheruniformedvolun-
teersleavethecitycentreon17September1936.
ItwasbarelytwomonthssinceFrancohad
launchedhisinitiallyunsuccessfulcoupagainst
theSpanishRepublicwithmilitarybackingfrom
HitlerandMussolini.Watterswastoservein
Spainformostofthenexttwoyears.
Hewasimmediatelypitchedintoactionin

October1936,helpingthewoundedas
Republicanmilitiasandciviliansretreatednorth
inthefaceofthewellarmedandorganisedfas-
cistadvancesouthofMadrid.However,the
ScottishAmbulanceUnitwasalmostjustas
quicklyplungedintocontroversy.Evenbefore
leavingScotlandtherehadbeenchargesofpro-

Republicanpartisanshipfromright-wingsympa-
thisersofGeneralFranco.ButinSpain,there
weresuspicionsthatmembersoftheunitwere
helpingFranco’srebels, inparticularbysmug-
glingfascistsympathisersoutofthecapital.
Claimsalsoemergedthatsomeindividualshad
beeninvolvedinlooting.Fivevolunteerswere
placedunderhousearrestinMadridbefore
deportationandanothertwoweresenthomefor
healthreasons.Depletedthoughstilldeter-
mined,theremainingmembers, including
Watters,returnedtoScotlandinDecemberand
launchedanotherroundoffundraisingactivities.
Thenewappealattractedsupportfromacross

thepoliticalandsocialspectruminGlasgow.
BackersincludedtheLordProvost,Sir John
Stewart,andSirDanielStevenson,thelocalphi-
lanthropist,businessmanandchancellorof
GlasgowUniversitywhohadbeenthedriving
forcebehindthecreationoftheunit.

“Ihadquiteafewnarrow
shaves,mindyou.Butwe
werefortunateenoughto
makeit–plentyofothers
didn’t,unfortunately.”

Thomas Watters at the IBMT’s 2011
annual general meeting in London.



16MayBLACKBOYS:Unveilingofplaqueat
BlackboysYouthHostel,nearUckfield,East
Sussex,commemoratingstayofBasque
refugeechildrenduringSpanishCivilWar;
11:30am;ifwantingtoattend,contactMike
Anderson:[mike.c.anderson@talktalk.net]
or01435-864978.
18MayMANCHESTER: IBMTBenefitNight;
from8pmatChorltonIrishClub,17HighLane,
ChorltonM219DJ;LesJones&FriendsofThe
Beech,TheMadonnas,BourbonStreet
Preachers;£5(£3concs)ondoor;moreinfor-
mation:0161-2241747.
18-20MayHAMBURG:Weekendorganised
byIBMTsisterorganisationinGermany,KFSR,
tohonourHamburg’s160InternationalBrigade
volunteers,withEnglishtranslationof
speechesetc;harbourtourwillrecallanti-
fascistresistanceofdockers, includingaction
againstNaziarmsshipmentstoFranco;contact
[reinhardtsilbermann@arcor.de].
24MayBELFAST:Guernica75thanniversary
eventfeaturingTeknopeasant(“banjo-driven,
gipsy,folk,punkpoet”);from7:30pm;White’s
Tavern,2-4WinecellarEntry,BT11QN;organ-
isedbyBelfast-basedInternationalBrigades
CommemorationCommittee;tel:07759-393
607or07751-951785.
2-6JunePYRENEES:75thanniversarywalk
acrossPyreneesinfootstepsofvolunteers;
travelbytraintoPerpignanonSat(leaving
LondonStPancrasat9:44am)andreturnon
Tues(arriving7:03pm);crossingwillbemade
onSun;re-dedicationofplaqueinSan
FernandoCastle,Figueras,onMon;formore
detailsortosponsorwalkerstoraisemoneyfor
IBMTcontactPaulineFraser: [pbf262@
googlemail.com]or020-85060088.
29-30JuneINISTIOGE:5thannualGeorge
BrowncommemorationweekendatInistioge,
CoKilkenny;speakersincludeMichaelHerbert
onstrugglesinManchester,ManusO’Riordan
on1930sIrishpartypoliticsandtheSpanish
war,HarryOwensonRevMartinHilliard,
nephewofRevRobertHilliard,killedatJarama;
moredetails: [georgebrown.inistioge@gmail.
com]and[doylejoseph@hotmail.com].
30JuneBRUNETE:CommemorationofBattle
ofBrunete;organisedbyMadrid-basedAABI
(FriendsofInternationalBrigades);contact
SeveMontero:[seve.montero@gmail.com].
7JulyLONDON:Annualcommemorationat

InternationalBrigadememorial, Jubilee
Gardens,SE1;assemble12.30pmfor1pm;fol-
lowedbysocialfrom2pmatCamel&Artichoke,
121LowerMarshSt,SE17AE;contactIBMT
Secretary(seepage2)formoredetails.
14-15JulyKELMARSH:LaColumnaSpanish
CivilWarlivinghistorygroupwillbeperforming
“FromGuernicatoGuildford”atEnglish
Heritage’sFestivalofHistoryatKel-marshHall,
NorthantsNN69LY;see[www.lacolumna.org.
uk]and[www.english-heritage.org.uk/daysout/
events/festival-of-history-2012].
13-14OctoberSUSSEX COAST:Weekendof
eventscentredonIBMTannualgeneralmeet-
ingatNewhavenFort[www.newhavenfort.org.
uk]from2pm-4:30pmon13thandpresentation
“SussexandtheSpanishCivilWar”atUnitethe
Union’sEastbourneCentreintheevening,plus
tourofRobertTressell’sHastingson14th(see
boxbelow);B&Bandeveningmealavailableat
EastbourneCentre(tel:01323-433900/www.
eastbournecentre.co.uk)atspecialdailyrateof
£55.50perperson;formoreinformation:
[mike.c.anderson@talktalk.net]orcontact
IBMTSecretary(detailsonpage2).

NB:EventsnotorganisedbytheIBMTarethe
responsibilityoftheindividualsandorganisa-
tionsconcerned.
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MugsboroughtouratAGM
ForIBMTmembersattendingthisyear’sAnnual
GeneralMeetinginOctoberontheSussexcoast
therewillbeacoachandwalkingtourofsitesin
Hastingsthatfeatureinthelifeandclassicnovel
ofRobertTressell.

Tressell(realnameRobertNoonan)livedand
workedinHastings,whichhecalledMugsborough
in“TheRaggedTrouseredPhilanthropists”that
describestheexploitationofagroupofpainters
anddecoratorsearlyinthe20thcentury.

Acoachwill leavetheEastbourneCentre,
GrandParade,Eastbourne,at10.30amon
Sunday14Octoberandreturnat3.30pm.Local
historianStevePeakwill leadthetour.Hisbook
“MugsboroughRevisited”canbeboughtonline
for£8.50at[www.hastingschronicle.net/
buyBooks.html].Thereareonly30seatsavail-
able,£10eachonafirst-come,first-servedbasis.
ChequespayabletoIBMTtoMikeAnderson,16
MeadowWay,Heathfield,EastSussexTN218AL.

St
ew
ar
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The Bourbon Street Preachers will be performing
at an IBMT benefit in Manchester on 18 May.

Wattersplustwoofhisoriginalcolleagues
andsevennewvolunteersweresoontravelling
south intwoambulances, leavingDoveron
19January1937for the journeybacktothe
Spanishcapital.Withthecityeffectivelyunder
siegebytheFrancoistsandfacingdailybom-
bardments, theybravedbombsandshells to
organisecivilianevacuationsandtobring in
emergencyfoodsupplies,withtheunitwinning
praise fromtheRepublicanauthorities for its
“valuablesolidarity”.
Watterslaterrecalled:“Youneverknowwhat

wasgoingtohappen.Peopleoftenasked,were
youdeliberatelybombedorshotat?Butifyougo
intothetargetarea,whateverthetargetis,you’ve
totakewhatcomes,justthesameasthefighting
men.Ihadquiteafewnarrowshaves,mindyou.
Butwewerefortunateenoughtomakeit–plenty
ofothersdidn’t,unfortunately.”
Controversystruckasecondtimewhenfour

membersoftheunitresignedinMarchand
joinedtheInternationalBrigades’Spanish
MedicalAidCommittee.Contrarytotheofficially
neutralstance,theyarguedthattheunitshould
remainbehindRepublicanlinesshouldMadrid
falltothefascists,asthenseemedlikely.
Againdepleted,theunittravelledbackto

ScotlandinJuly1937,onlytoreturntoSpainin
September.Watterswasoncemorepartofthe
team.Withonlyonesubsequenttwo-weekbreak
inBritain, inFebruary1938,hecontinuedhiswel-
fareandmedicalworkuntil theunitwasfinally
repatriatedinJuly1938.Onlyafewweekslater,
on9August,hewasawardedtheMedalofthe
OrderoftheBritishEmpire–betterknownasthe
BritishEmpireMedal –forhiseffortsinSpainby
Glasgow’sLordProvost.
DuringtheSecondWorldWarWattersmoved

toStAlbanstoworkasanengineer in the
deHavillandaircraftfactoryinHatfield.Though
thecompanynamechangedtoHawkerSiddeley
andlaterBritishAerospace,Wattersstayedatthe
samefactoryuntilretirement.Hiswife
Constance,“Connie”,whomhemetduringthe
warinSpainwhileshewasworkingasatransla-
tor,diedin1990,aged89.
Inhis finalyears,Thomasbecameactive in the

IBMT.HereceivedSpanishcitizenshipata
ceremonyat theSpanishembassy inLondonin
June2009alongwitheight International
Brigadeveterans.
InAugustofthefollowingyearhespokeatthe

rededicationofthememorial inGlasgowby
sculptorArthurDooleytotheScottishvolunteers
intheSpanishCivilWarandinJulylastyear,the
75thanniversaryoftheoutbreakofthewar,he
laidthewreathonbehalfofthetrustatthe
nationalmemorialtotheInternationalBrigades
inLondon’sSouthBank.
SpeakingaboutSpainandthevolunteerswho

wentthere,hesaid:“Itwasveryhard.Thelan-
guagewasabigproblemandtheweatherwas
sometimesappalling.YouthinkofsunnySpain
butitcouldbeverycoldandmiserableinthewin-
ter-timeandsomesuffered.Itwasnotjustthe
fightingmen,youhadalltheciviliansaswell, in
Madridespecially.Theysufferedterriblyaswell.”
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CDtributetovolunteers

RememberingthebattlesofJarama
andGuadalajara75yearsago
TheBritishandIrishwerethelargestcontin-
gentsamongmorethan300peoplewhogath-
eredinMadridontheweekendof17-19
Februaryforthe75thanniversaryoftheBattle
ofJarama.
Theprogrammeincludedatourofthebattle-

field12milessouth-eastoftheSpanishcapital,
talksonBritishvolunteersChristopher
CaudwellandTomWintringhamandavisitto
theUniversityCitybattlefieldinMadrid.
FollowingtheJaramasitevisit,amemorial

wasunveiledatthemuseumofthebattlein
MoratadeTajuñaandtheparticipantsenjoyed
aSpanishlunchandmusicalentertainment.
JointlyorganisedbyLiverpoolIBMTmember

DanPayneandtheMadrid-basedAABI
InternationalBrigadesfriendshipgroup,the
remembranceweekendalsopaidhomageto

theInternationalBrigadeandcivilianvictimsof
anair-raidonAlbacetebyHitler’sCondor
Legion,also75yearsago.
TheBattleofJaramainFebruary1937was

wheretheBritishBattalionfirstwentinto
action.Casualtieswereveryhigh,with150
killedandasimilarnumberinjured.
MeanwhileItaliansandSpaniardscame

togetherinGuadalajaraon17Marchtocele-
bratethe75thanniversaryofthevictoryby
SpanishRepublicans,assistedbyItalianvolun-
teersoftheGaribaldiBattalionofthe
InternationalBrigades,againstFranco’s
attempttocaptureMadridbyanoffensivefrom
thenorth-eastofthecapital.TheBattleof
GuadalajarasawItaliananti-fascistspitched
against–anddefeating–troopssentby
MussolinitohelpFranco’srebelarmy.

UNVEILED:Thenewmemorial(left) inthemuseum
atMoratadeTajuña,madeupofsome3,000piecesof
shrapnelgatheredfromtheJaramabattlefield,was
createdbyGoyoSalcedo(right),whoisalsotheowner
ofthemuseum.HeispicturedwithNilsWintringham,
grandsonofTomWintringham,commanderofthe
BritishBattalionduringpartoftheBattleofJarama.
Nilsreadhisgrandfather’spoem“Monument”at
theinauguration.

GROUPPHOTO:MembersofAICVAS,theIBMT’ssis-
terorganisationinItaly,andtheANPIItalianpartisans’
association,joinsupportersoftheAABIMadrid-based
InternationalBrigadesfriendshipgroupandlocalpolit-
icalpartiestoremembertheBattleofGuadalajara.

memory.Theywillcontinuetobeaninspiration
toallofusinvolvedinanti-fascistcampaigns
today.”

MaxinePeakesays:“GrowingupinBolton,it
wasmygranddadJimwhofirsttoldmeallabout
theheroismandsacrificeofInternational
Brigadevolunteers.WhenIcametoLondonin
the1990sIwasluckyenoughtomeetsomeof
them.Theywerewonderfulmenandwomenand
stillaninspirationtome.

“ThewordsofLaPasionariaeloquently
expresseverythingthatneedstobesaidabout
theInternationalBrigades.I’mhonouredtobe
abletoreciteherspeechandhelpmakesurethat
theirexampleofinternationalsolidarityandanti-
fascismisrememberedtoday.”

TheCD can be ordered for£5 plus £1.99 p&p (cheques
payabletoIBMT)from:IBMT,6StonellsRoad,LondonSW11
6HQ.TopaybycreditcardorPayPal,orderviathemerchan-
dise page on the IBMTwebsite: [www.international-
brigades.org.uk].

1977.Itsconditiondeterioratedinrecentyears
followingtheconstructionofHungerfordBridge
andtheerectionnexttotheThamesofthe
LondonEye,oneofthecapital’smostpopular
touristattractions.
There-landscapingofthepreviouslyalmost

featurelessparkincludestheadditionofundulat-
inglawns,newpathsandlightingandtheplant-
ingofsome70newtrees.
TheIBMT’sannualceremonytorememberthe

2,500Brigaders,amongthemmorethan500
whodiedinSpain,willbeginat1pm.Wreathswill
belaidfollowingaminute’ssilenceandtherewill
besongsandspeeches.
Afterthisyear’scommemoration,participants

willbeinvitedtoanearbypub,theCamel&
Artichoke,forlunchandmoremusic.

See“Diarydates:page15.

Supporters gather around the International
Brigade memorial beside the Jarama
battlefield to remember the battle that
helped save Madrid in February 1937.

PREVIEW:ThenewplaqueforJubileeGardens.


