
Therehasbeenalast-minutereprievefor the
IBMT’scommemoration in July inLondon’s Jubilee
Gardens,whichwill thisyearmarkthe75th
anniversaryof thestartof theSpanishCivilWar
andthecreationof theInternationalBrigades.
Workonamajor redevelopmentandlandscap-

ingof thegardenswasscheduledtobegin in
May.But thetimetablehasbeenputbacktwo
months,withcontractorsnowexpectedtomove
inontheSouthBanksiteon25July.
Thismeansthat theannualceremonyto

remember the2,500Brigaders,amongthem

some525whodied inSpain,will takeplaceon
Saturday2July from12:30pm.Asusual,wreaths
willbe laid followingaminute’ssilenceandthere
willbesongsandspeeches.
It ishopedthatat leastoneof thefewsurviving

veteranswillbeabletoattendthisyear.
Duringtheredevelopmentof JubileeGardens

the InternationalBrigadememorialwillbeplaced
insafestorageuntil thegardensarereopenedto
thepublicbyMay2012.
Thememorialbysculptor IanWalterswilleven-

tuallyberelocatedashortdistancefromitspres-
entsite.The IBMThasbeenfullyconsultedonthe
newposition,whichwill removethememorial
fromthecongestedcornerof theparkwhere
crowdswait toboardtheLondonEye.
Thetrust is in talkswiththeredeveloperson

the installationofaplaquenext tothememorial–
whichwasunveiled in1985byformerLabour
leaderMichaelFoot–withmorebackground
informationonthe InternationalBrigades.
After thisyear’scommemoration,participants

willbe invitedtoanearbypub, theCamel&
Artichoke, for lunchandasocialgathering,where
it isalsohopedthat livemusicwillbeplayed.

See “Diary dates: page 11.
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Go-aheadforJubilee
Gardenscommemoration

Fundraisingeffortsforthe“GoodbyeBarcelona”
musicalcelebratingtheInternationalBrigades
arebeingsupportedbytheIBMTinabidto
ensurethattheshowcanbesuccessfully
mountedattheendofthisyear.
Themusical isduetoopenattheArcola

TheatreinLondoninNovember,withspecial
previewsattwoothervenuesinthecapital:
Wilton’sMusicHallon30Septemberandthe
JewishMuseumon27October.
WritersKarlLewkowiczandJudithJohnsonare

lookingforvolunteerswhowouldliketoshare
theworkoforganisingsupportfortheshowfora
minimumofoneortwodaysaweekoverthenext
sixmonths.Ideallytheywouldhavegood
communicationskills,becomputerliterateand
haveorganisationalorfundraisingexperience.

Donationsarealsobeingsought.Every
contribution,howeversmall,helps,say
LewkowiczandJohnson,andwillgotowardsthe
considerablecostsoftheproduction.
SaysLewkowicz:“SomeIBMTmembershave

alreadycontributedtowardproductioncosts
and,withsupportfrommoremembers,
‘GoodbyeBarcelona’will literallysingthepraises
oftheBrigadersfromNovember2011.”
TheshowissupportedbytheIBMT,historians

MaxArthur,RichardBaxellandPaulPreston,
novelistVictoriaHislopandmanyothers.

Contact Karl Lewkowicz on 07894-460 079 or email
[contact@goodbyebarcelona.com]; more details:
[www.goodbyebarcelona.com]; watch the promotional
video at: [www.youtube.com/watch?v=JTp5AlLlspQ].

Backerswanted
forIBmusicalM
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SINGING:Thecastof“GoodbyeBarcelona”performattheIBMT’s lecturedayatLondon’s ImperialWarMuseumon
5March.Seereportonpage4.

SUPPORT:KarlLewkowicz(thirdfromright)withsome
ofthe“GoodbyeBarcelona”castandPrivateEye editor
IanHislop(centre)ataSpanishembassy-sponsored
fundraisingeventatEuropeHouse,London,on4March.

International
Brigade memorial Camel & Artichoke

INTERNATIONAL BRIGADE MEMORIALTRUST

10-minute walk

19362011
75thANNIVERSARY

INTERNATIONALBRIGADES

See insert tobook tickets forour

gala celebration in Londonon1October
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IBMT FROMTHESECRETARY

InternationalBrigade
MemorialTrust
www.international-brigades.org.uk
Charity no:1094928
Patrons:KenLivingstoneandPaulPreston

Secretary: JimJump
6StonellsRoad,LondonSW116HQ
020-72286504
secretary@international-brigades.org.uk

President:MarleneSidaway
020-85556674
marlenesidaway@hotmail.com]

Chair:DoloresLong
0161-2262013;doloreslong@fastmail.fm

Treasurer:MikeAnderson
01435-864978
treasurer@international-brigades.org.uk

IrelandSecretary:ManusO’Riordan
+353-1-8307242;moriordan@siptu.ie

MembershipSecretary:MaryGreening
2WoodfordClose,CardiffCF52PH
029-20195412
memsec@international-brigades.org.uk

EducationOfficer:RichardThorpe
01724-798615;thorpe.ortiz@btinternet.com

MerchandiseOfficer:ChrisHall
0161-8617448;christoff_hall@yahoo.co.uk

Otherexecutivecommitteemembers:
MikeArnott,RichardBaxell,Rodney
Bickerstaffe,PaulineFraser,Hilary Jones,
Mick Jones,DuncanLongstaff

Membershipapplications, renewalsand
queriesshouldbesent toMembership
SecretaryMaryGreening.General correspon-
denceshouldgoSecretary Jim Jump.

Annualmembership ratesare£15standard;
£7.50 for concessions;£20 family (single
household); affiliatingorganisationsby
arrangement. Furtherdetails and formsare
available fromtheMembershipSecretary.

IBMTNEWSLETTER
The IBMTNewsletter ispublishedthree
timesayearandissent freetoallmembers.
Backnumberscanbedownloadedfromthe
IBMTwebsiteon[www.international-
brigades.org.uk/newsletter.htm].Sendall
itemsfor thenext issuetotheEditorby31 July
2011at the latest.

Editor: JimJump(seecontactdetailsabove)
editor@international-brigades.org.uk

Keepingalivethememoryand
spiritofthemenandwomenwho
volunteeredtodefenddemocracy
inSpainfrom1936to1939

By Jim Jump

Anniversaryyear

Welcometoanotherpackedissueofour
newsletter. Ihopeitsdiversecontent

reflectsalltheaspectsoftheIBMT’sworkand
interests.Thisbeingthe75thanniversaryofthe
startoftheSpanishCivilWarinJuly1936andthe
formationoftheInternationalBrigadesinOctober
ofthatyear,thereislikelytobeaddedpublicinter-
estinouractivities.Let’shopewecancapitaliseof
thisandrecruitmoremembers.Werelywhollyon
subscriptions,donationsandthesaleofmer-
chandiseforourincome.Theymakeitpossiblefor
ustoproducethisnewsletter, lookafterthe
memorialsandcontinueoureducationalwork.
So,ifyouhaven’tpaidyour2011subsyet,please
doso.SendthemtoMembershipSecretaryMary
Greening(seedetailsonleft).

Libyanlessons?
Apart fromclear-cutandrelevantcausessuchas
anti-fascismanddemocracyinSpain, theIBMT
steersclearoftakingsidesonpoliticallysensitive
issues.Wedoitnot justbecausewearearegis-
teredcharityandmustobeycertainrules inthis
regard,butalsobecausewerespectthefactthat
manyofourmembershavedifferingviewson
currentcontroversies,whether Israel-Palestine,
theinvasionsofAfghanistanandIraqand,most
recently, thebombingcampaigninLibya.Wecan
besurethatmanyoftheBrigaderswouldhave
feltverystronglyonsuchtopics–thoughthey
mightnotallhaveagreed!
It’sinterestingnonethelesstoseehowtheInter-

nationalBrigadesandtheSpanishCivilWarare
oftendeployedindebatesonsomeofthese
issues–indeedinmanycasesbythoseonoppo-
sitesidesoftheargument.
SpeakingintheHouseofCommonson21March,

EdMilibandquotedaSpanishpoliticianwho
cametoBritainin1936andpleadedforsupport:
“Wearefightingwithsticksandknivesagainst
tanksandaircraftandguns,anditrevoltsthecon-
scienceoftheworldthatthatshouldbetrue.”
TheLabourleadercontinued:“Aswesawthe
defencelesspeopleofLibyaattackedbytheirown
government, itwouldequallyrevoltthecon-
scienceoftheworldtoknowthatwecouldhave
donesomethingtohelpthemyetchosenotto.”
SimilarsentimentswereexpressedbyAus-

tralianForeignMinisterKevinRudd,citingGuerni-
caasawarningnotto“standidlybywhilesimilar
atrocitiesarecommittedagain”inLibya.Mean-
whileonlinemessage-boardsandblogshave
seenplentyofcallsfora“newInternational
Brigade”tohelptheLibyanrebels.
Noteveryoneagrees.TheblogsiteofTheVolun-

teer, runbyALBA,asisterorganisationintheUS,
hasreproducedargumentsmadebylawprofes-
sorMarjorieCohn–whogavethisyear’sALBAlec-
tureinSanFranciscoinFebruary.Herviewisthat
militaryactioninLibyasetsadangerousprece-
dentofattackingcountrieswheretheleadership
doesnotfavourpro-Westerncountries.What,she
asks,wouldpreventtheUSfromstage-managing
someprotests,magnifyingtheminthecorporate

mediaasmassactions,andthenbombingacoun-
trylikeCuba?
FidelCastrohimself isurgingapoliticalsolution

totheconflict inLibyaandhasstronglycon-
demnedNato’sbombingcampaign.Writingon
thesubjecton28March,hesaid:“Noteventhe
fascist leadersofGermanyandItalyweresobla-
tantlyshamelessregardingtheSpanishCivilWar
unleashedin1936,aneventthatmaybealotof
peoplehavebeenrecallingoverthesepastdays.”
WhateverindividualIBMTmembersthink

aboutthesearguments,whatisstrikingishow
theSpanishCivilWarisstillusedasamoraltouch-
stonebysomanypeople.Seventy-fiveyearson,
thewarremainsapowerfulreferencepointfor
whatispolitically,diplomaticallyandmilitarily
rightandwrong.

HarryPotterandtheSpanishCivilWar
Talkingofrightandwrong,JKRowling,authorof
theHarryPotterseries,clearlytakessidesonthe
SpanishCivilWar, judgingbyaninterviewshe
gavetoTheScotsmanon2November2002,
whichRodneyBickerstaffehasbroughttomy
attention.Rowlingsaid:“Mymostinfluential
writer,withoutadoubt, isJessicaMitford.When
mygreat-auntgaveme‘HonsandRebels’whenI
was14,sheinstantlybecamemyheroine.Sheran
awayfromhometofightintheSpanishCivilWar,
takingwithheracamerathatshehadchargedto
herfather’saccount. IwishedI’dhadthenerveto
dosomethinglikethat. I lovethewayshenever
outgrewsomeofheradolescenttraits,remaining
truetoherpolitics–shewasaself-taughtsocialist
–throughoutherlife. I thinkI’vereadeverything
shewrote.Ievencalledmydaughter[Jessica
RowlingArantes]afterher.”Mitfordofcourse
marriedInternationalBrigaderEsmondRomilly.

NewsfromCanada
TheIBMThasclosetieswithInternational
Brigadeorganisationsaroundtheworld. It isnot
alwayseasytokeepintouchwiththem,particu-
larly if therearechangesinpersonnel. Itwas
especiallypleasingtore-establishcontactwith
theFriendsandVeteransoftheMackenzie-Pap-
ineauBattalioninCanada.SecretarySharon
Skupreportsthattheyhavetwoveteransstill
alivethough,afterthenationalmonumentwas
putupinOttawain2001,manysupporters leftoff
beingactive.Thegroup’smainactivitiesnoware
tocreateawebsitetobeusedasaresourcefor
thegeneralpublicandforeducationalpurposes
andtopersuadefamiliesofveteranstosaveall
documentsandothermaterial forthearchivesin
variousuniversitiesorthenationalarchives.
Theirwebsite isalreadyvery informative.Youcan
seeithere: [www.web.net/~macpap].

CleanedupinGlasgow
OurthanksgotovigilantGlasgowmemberEddie
MullenwhotippedofftheIBMTaboutsome
offensivegraffitionthecity’sPasionariamemorial
totheInternationalBrigades.Wepromptlygotin
touchwithGlasgowCityCouncilandwithinafew
daysthememorialwascleanedup–forwhichthe
councildeservesthankstoo.
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PlaquehonoursBelfastvolunteerJimStranney BattleofJarama
gatheringdraws
300supporters

NEWS

UNVEILING:Fromleft:GerardMurray,SamWhiteand
SeanQuinn.

AplaquetorememberBrigaderJimStranney,
killedattheBattleoftheEbroinAugust1938,
wasunveiledontheStranneyhomeinJohn
Street,Belfast,on26Februarybyfamily
membersandlocalcommunityactivists.
OrganisedbytheBelfastCulturalandLocal

HistoryGroupandtherepublicansocialistTeach
naFailte,theeventattractedover100peopleto
theunveilingandtalksafterwardsbyhistorians
SeanQuinnandJohnGrayattheNationalClub.
OtherspeakersincludedMaryGreeningand

ManusO’RiordanfromtheIBMT,GeraldMurray
ofTeachnaFailteandSamWhiteofLower
CastlereaghCommunityGroup,whichisplan-
ningasimilareventinEastBelfasttocommemo-
rateBrigaderWilliam“Liam”Tumilson,whowas
killedattheBattleofJaramainFebruary1937.

Totallingmorethan50people,theBritishand
Irishformedthelargestforeigncontingentsat
theannualcommemorationoftheBattleof
Jaramaon26Februaryinthevalleysouth-east
ofMadridwheretheBritishBattalionplayeda
keyroleinstoppinganattemptbyFranco’s
forcestoencirclethecapital inFebruary1937.
Over300people,mostlySpaniards,took

partinahikearoundkeypointsofthe
battlefield,alongwithrepresentativesof
InternationalBrigadeassociations.
OrganisedbytheMadrid-basedAABI
(AssociationofFriendsoftheInternational
Brigades),thisyear’scommemorationpaid
specialhomagetotheXIBrigade,comprising
mainlyGerman-speakingvolunteers.
Ataceremonyofremembranceatthe

InternationalBrigadememorialoverlooking

thebattlefield, IBMTSecretaryJimJump
recalledthatsome130ofthemorethan500
membersoftheBritishBattalionwerekilledat
Jarama.“Theywerethefirstofthat
remarkablegenerationthatfoughtfascismin
Europeinthe1930sand1940s,”hesaid.
“WhiletheirowngovernmentinLondonwas
betrayingafellowdemocracy,thesevolun-
teerswerefightingshouldertoshoulderwith
theSpanishpeoplebecausetheyknewthat
fascismhadtobeconfrontedanddefeated.”
Thedayendedwithamealatarestaurantin

nearbyMoratadeTajuña,whereMikeWild
sanghismusicaltributetotheInternational
Brigades,“OurOpenEyes”.

HuntforJaramagraves
AteamofSpanishresearchershasbeenscan-
ningthesurroundingsoftheJaramaRiverin
searchofthegravesoffallenInternational
BrigadersandSpanishcombatants.Reportsin
theSpanishpressaddthattheoperationis
alsobeingfollowedbyacrewfromtheBBC
HistoryChannel.

See report of the commemoration inThe Independent;
[www.independent.co.uk/news/world/europe/jarma-a-
walk-through-the-valley-of-death-2244066.html].

Theposter for thisyear’sevent.

Preston’sharrowingaccount
ofthe‘Spanishholocaust’
Adefinitiveaccountofthemurdersandmas-
sacresofciviliansthattookplaceduringandafter
theSpanishCivilWarhasbeenpublishedinSpain
withafrenzyofpublicityforwhatisstillasensitive
andcontroversialtopicthree-quartersofacentu-
ryafterthestartofthewar.
AuthorPaulPrestonsaysthebookprovedtobe

hisharshestchallengetodate,bothbecauseof
thevastscaleofthesubjectmatterandbecause
ofitsharrowingnature.“Thegratuitouscrueltyit
recountsensuredthatitwasanextremelydifficult
booktowrite,”saysPreston,afoundermember
oftheIBMT,whoisregardedastheworld’sfore-
mosthistorianofmodernSpain.

TheEnglish-languageversionof“TheSpanish
Holocaust: InquisitionandExterminationduring
theCivilWarandAfter”isscheduledtoappearin
bookshopsinBritaininSeptember.
Preston,whoisprofessorofmodernSpanish

historyattheLondonSchoolofEconomics,has
establishedhisreputationwithaseriesofbooks
centredonthecauses,courseandconsequences
ofthe1936-39civilwar.Theyincludebiographies
ofGeneralFranco(1993)andKingJuanCarlos
(2004)andhisrecent“WeSawSpainDie:Foreign
CorrespondentsintheSpanishCivilWar”(2008).
InSpain,hislatestworkhasstirredmassive

mediainterest.Theauthorreceivedmorethan50
requestsforinterviewsinthelead-uptopublica-
tion.ItwontheSantiagoSobrequésiVidalhistory
bookprizeinCatalonia–andattractedpre-
dictablefuryfromthehighlyvocalneo-Francoist
commentatorsintheSpanishpress.
Although“TheSpanishHolocaust”coversthe

repressionbothintheRepublicanandFrancoist
zones,Prestonmakesacleardistinctionbetween
violenceinthetwocamps,bothquantativelyand
qualitatively.
Themurdersandsemi-judicialmassacresper-

Prestonandhis“difficulttowrite”latestbook. Continued on page 5



Heroicandground-breakingworkcarriedoutby
theBritishvolunteerswhoservedwiththeSpan-
ishRepublicanarmy’smedicalserviceswasthe
focusofthisyear’sLenCromeMemorialLecture
atLondon’sImperialWarMuseumon5March.
Notonlydidthesevolunteershelptoestablish

andmaintainanemergencymedicalservice,but
theywerealsoresponsibleforimportantdevel-
opmentsofrelevancetolatermilitary-medical
practiceandtothehistoryofmedicineingeneral,
saidLindaPalfreemaninherlecture,titled
“¡Salud!TheBritishContributiontotheRepubli-
canMedicalServiceduringtheSpanishCivilWar,
1936-1939”.
PalfreemanalsobroughtgreetingsfromaCata-

landoctorwhoworkedwiththeBritonsinthe
medicalservicesoftheInternationalBrigades.
BeforeleavingSpain,wheresheteachesat
Elche’sCardenalHerreraUniversity,shespokeby
telephonewithMoisèsBroggiiVallès,nowaged
103andlivinginBarcelona.
ChairedbyProfessorPaulPreston,theIBMT-

organisedlectureattractedover120peopleto
themuseum’sauditorium,manyofwhomtook
partinthediscussionfollowingthetalk.
Prestonwasalsooneoftheparticipantsina

specialtributeheldearlier inthedaytoInterna-
tionalBrigaderswhohaddiedovertheprevious
12months.Usingwords,songandfilmclips,his-
torians,friendsandfamilymembersremem-
beredJackEdwards,PennyFeiwel, JosephKahn,
BernardKnoxandSamLesser.Thesession
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PALFREEMAN:AchievementsofmedicsinSpain.

GREETINGS:FromDrMoisèsBroggi,asayoungman
withtheInternationalBrigadesandtoday.

Medicalvolunteers
preserveddecencyin
atimeof‘moraldecay’

NEWS

London: 30September-2October

Friday30September
�Afternoon:ArrivalatStGeorge’sHall,Cable
Street,E10BL,ofNationalClarionCyclingClub
1895ridersfromEdinburgh.Seepage11for
moredetails.
�Evening:SpecialpresentationofInternation-
alBrigadesmusical“GoodbyeBarcelona”at
Wilton’sMusicHall,1GracesAlley,E18JB.

Saturday1October
�Morning:Opportunitytoseeexhibitionof
paintingsbyBrigaderCliveBransonanddaugh-
terRosaBransonatMarxMemorialLibrary,37A
ClerkenwellGreen,EC1R0DU.
�Midday:RededicationofInternational
Brigadememorial inheadquartersofUnitethe
Union,128Theobald’sRoad,WC1X8TN.
�Afternoon:IBMTannualgeneralmeeting,
plustalks/filmstbc;UnitetheUnionHQ.
�Evening:75thanniversaryfundraisinggala
at theNewRedLionTheatre,271-273City
Road,EC1V1LA.Performerswill includepoet
JackieKayandTayoAluko,starof“CallMr

Robeson”,plusotherspecialguests.See
insert in thisnewsletter for reservations.Book
early toensureentry.

Sunday2October
�Activitiestocommemoratethe75thanniver-
saryoftheBattleofCableStreetcentredon
Wilton’sMusicHall,1GracesAlley,E18JB.

Accommodation:Travelodgehasaselectionof
hotelsintheCableStreet/TowerofLondonarea.
TheyincludetheLondonAldgateEastTravelodge
(6-13ChamberSt,E18BL)andtheLondonTower
BridgeTravelodge(LloydsCourtBusiness
Centre,1GoodmansYard,E18AT),where
doubleroomsareavailableon30September
and1Octoberatonline“saver”ratesof£65.75
and£62.95pernightrespectively.Breakfastis
£6.65extraperperson.Goto:[http://www2.
travelodge.co.uk].Forphonebookingstel:
0871-9846406.ThenearbyRoyalFoundationof
StKatherine(2ButcherRow,E148DS)isa
charitablecentrewithb&binsingleandtwin
roomsfor£47and£69pernightrespectively.Tel:
0300-1111147;web:[www.stkatharine.org.uk].

Spain:22-29October

Theseactivitiesarebeingorganisedbythe
Paris-basedCoordinationInternationale(CI)of
InternationalBrigadeassociations.Wemustlet
theCIknowroughlyhowmanyIBMTsupporters
plantoattend.All individualsmustmaketheir
owntravelarrangementstoandfromSpain,but
weexpectgrouptravelandaccommodationto
beavailableinSpain,withindividualscharged
accordingly. Ifyouplantoattend,letIBMT
SecretaryJimJumpknowbyearlyinJune:
[secretary@international-brigades.org.uk];
tel:020-72286504.Indicateifyouwillbe
attendingforthewholeweekorpartofit.

Saturday22October
–Tourofvariouskeysitesinthebattlefor
Madrid.
–InaugurationofamemorialtotheInternation-
alBrigadesintheComplutenseUniversityof
Madrid(tobeconfirmed).
–ConcertinhonouroftheInternational
BrigadesintheauditoriumoftheCCOOunion
federation,LopedeVegaStreet,Madrid.
–OvernightinMadrid.
Sunday23October
–DeparturetotheJaramabattlefield.
–VisittotheMuseumoftheBattleofJaramaat
MoratadeTajuña.
–LunchintheMesónelCidrestaurant.
–DeparturetoAlbacete.
–OvernightinAlbacete.
Monday24October
–TourofAlbaceteandnearbyvillageswhere

the InternationalBrigadeswerebased.
–CeremonyorganisedbyTerredeFraternitéand
Albacetecitycouncil.
–OvernightinAlbacete.
Tuesday25October
–Forparticipantsreturninghome,departureto
Madrid.
–Fortheothers,departurebytraintotheEbroat
12:05pm;arrivalatabout4:30pm.
–OvernightinSalou.
Wednesday26October
–TouroftheEbrobattlefields.
–HomagetotheInternationalBrigadesand
SpanishRepublicancombatantsatthememori-
altotheInternationalBrigades.
–TouroftheTerraAltadel’Ebreregion.
–OvernightinSalou.
Thursday27October
–CongressinBarcelona:“TheInternational
FightAgainstFascism”;openingsession,ledby
ÁngelViñas,startsat8am;theme:Revolution
andcounter-revolutionintheinterwaryears.
–OvernightinSalou.
Friday28October
–CongressinBarcelonacontinueswiththeme:
Solidarity,thefoundationofasocietybasedon
socialprogress.
–Duringthecongress,avisittoBarcelonawill
bearranged.
–OvernightinSalou.
Saturday29October
–CongressinBarcelonacontinueswiththeme:
TheresistanceinFranceandinEurope.
–7:30pm-8pm:Summaryandconclusionsof
thecongress, ledbyJoséLuisMartínRamos.

Provisionalprogrammesofeventstomarkthe75th
anniversaryofthecreationoftheInternationalBrigades
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includedsongsperformedbythecastofthe
“GoodbyeBarcelona”musicalbasedonthestory
oftheInternationalBrigades.
Inherlecture,Palfreemanpointedoutthatthe

volunteerswhowenttoSpainwerepartofa
widescalemobilisationofsupportfortheSpan-
ishRepublicinBritain,withthousandsorganis-
ingmarches,rallies,meetings,concertsand
bazaarsinordertoraisefundsfortheAidSpain
movementandtoencouragesupportfortheanti-
fascistcause.
“Morethan1,000aidcommitteeswerecreated

andmillionsofpeoplefromeveryclassandsocial
circumstancedonatedfood,clothing,labourand
money,”shesaid.“Volunteersalsoworkedtire-
lesslywiththevictimsofthewarinGreatBritain
aswellasinSpain,establishinghospitals,
refuges,soupkitchensandschools.”
Aspartofherconclusion,shequotedthe

wordsofKennethSinclair-Loutit,theyoung
administratorofthefirstBritishMedicalUnit,
reflectingontheparticipationofvolunteers:
“WhatwasachievedinSpain?Ibelievethatall
thosewhowenttoSpainandthosewhomadeit
possibleforustodosodidsomethingimportant
topreservehumandecencyatatimeofwide-
spreadmoraldecay.Allthosepeoplewho
workedinSpainandintheirowncountries, in
hospitalsandhomes,refugeecentresandsoup
kitchens,allthosewhocollectedanddonated
money,foodandclothing…allhelpedtosave
manylivesandtoeaseagreatdealofsuffering.
Manygavealltheyhad:theygavetheir life.”
TheIBMTishopingtopublishLindaPalfree-

man’slectureasanillustratedbookletintribute
totheworkoftheBritishmedicalvolunteers.

Dundeeremembers
TheannualremembranceinDundeeorganised
bythelocaltradesunioncouncilwasheldatthe
memorialtotheInternationalBrigadeinthecity’s
AlbertSquare.Takingpartintheeventon12Feb-
ruaryalongwithunionmemberswererelativesof

thevolunteersandothersinterestedintheSpan-
ishCivilWar.ChieforganiserMikeArnottsaid
afterwards:“It isimportanttocommemoratethe
factthatover60peoplevolunteeredfromDundee
tofightinthewar,17ofwhomgavetheirlives.”

AwardforGarzón
SpanishjudgeBaltasarGarzónisthefirstrecipi-
entoftheannual$100,000AwardforHuman
RightsActivismconferredjointlybyALBA,oneof
theIBMT’ssisterorganisationsintheUS,andthe
PuffinFoundation.Garzónbecameinternational-
lyfamousafterheorderedthearrestofformer
ChileandictatorAugustoPinochetinLondonin
1998.Morerecentlyhehasledeffortstoidentify
humanrightsviolationsduringtheSpanishCivil
WarandtheFrancodictatorship.Hehasfaceda
hostilebacklashbyconservativeelementsin
Spain’sjudiciaryand,foropeninganinvestiga-
tionintoFranco’scrimes,wasin2010suspended
fromofficeforexceedinghisauthority.
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APPEAL:TheIBMThasjoinedcampaignersand
historiansinSpainandBritaininurgingthetowncouncil
ofTarancón,about50milessoutheastofMadrid,tostop
theproposeddemolitionofthebuilding(above)that
housedanInternationalBrigadehospitalduringthe
SpanishCivilWar.Severalwellknowndoctors,suchasthe
BritonReginaldSaxtonandtheCanadianNorman
Bethune,servedatthehospital.Tarancónwasoneoffour
suchinstitutionsinthearea,andtherehavebeen
proposalstolinkthemasaspecialisttouristdestination
forvisitorsinterestedinthehistoryofthecivilwar.

AnInternationalBrigadernowfeaturesoncur-
rencyusedinthe17countriesof theEuropean
Union’seuro-zone.He isFrancRozman(1911-
1944),whofoughtwiththeYugoslavvolunteers
inSpainandwhoseportraitappearsonthe
2-eurocoinwhichhasbeenmintedbySlovenia
fromMarchthisyear.
After theSpanishCivilWar

Rozman,whoalsousedthenom
de guerreStane,wasa leaderof
theSloveniancommunistpar-
tisansfightingtheNazi
Germanoccupation.Hedied
inamortarweaponaccident
whilewiththepartisans.
TheRozmancoincommemo-

ratesthecentenaryofhisbirth in
avillagenearLjubljana.

InSpain,RozmancommandedtheMatej
GubeeCompanyof theDimitrovBattalion,con-
sistingmainlyofvolunteers fromtheBalkans
and Greece.After thewarhewas internedin
campsinFrancebeforemakinghiswayhome
andjoiningtheYugoslavresistance in1941.

Euronotesare identical throughout
theeuro-zone,buteachmember
country isabletodesignandpro-
duce itsowncoins,whichare
legal tender inall theother16
countries.
The choiceof FrancRozman

hasnot beenwithout contro-
versy,withSlovenia’s right-
wingDemocratic Party criticis-

ing thedecision to commemo-
rate a communist.

InternationalBrigaderoneurocoin
petratedbythefascist-backedrebelswere
almostalwaysofficiallysanctionedandwere
anintegralandcarefully-plannedpartoftheir
policyofterrifyingtheSpanishpeopleinto
submission.
Bycontrast,thekillingsinRepublican-held

Spaintookplaceinthefirstfewmonthsofthe
warwhenlawandorderbrokedownandele-
mentsontheleft, inparticulartheanarchists,
tookspontaneousrevengeonindividuals
andgroups–suchastheChurch–who
backedtheJuly1936coupagainsttheelected
Republicangovernment.OncetheRepubli-
canauthoritieshadreassertedcontrol intheir
zone,thekillingsbyandlargeceased.
MurdersintheRepublicanzone,forwhich

thereisareliablefigureof49,272,saysPre-
ston,wereexhaustivelyinvestigated,bothby
theRepublicbeforeitsdefeatandbythevic-
toriousFrancoists.
TheprocessofcountingthevictimsofFran-

coistviolencecouldbeginonlyafterthedicta-
tor’sdeathin1975andisstill incomplete.“It is
unlikelythatsuchdeathswerefewerthan
150,000andtheycouldwellbemore,”says
Preston.Thisfigureexcludesbattlefield
deathsonbothsides,alongwiththe
unknownnumberskilledinthebombing
campaignsagainstRepublicancitiessuchas
Madrid,BarcelonaandValencia.Nordoesit
includethemanythousandsofrefugeeswho
diedinbombingattacksastheyfledFrancoist
advances,northetensofthousandsof
refugeesandprisonerswhosubsequently
diedfromdiseaseandmalnutrition.
“AllofthisconstituteswhatIbelievecan

legitimatelybecalledtheSpanishHolo-

caust,”saysPreston.Statistics,however,fail
toconveytheintensehorrorofwhattook
place,theauthorconcedes,andheincludes
manystoriesofindividualvictimsfromboth
sides.“Ihopethebookwillshowtheextentof
thesufferingunleashedupontheirownfel-
lowcitizensbythearroganceandbrutalityof
theofficerswhoroseupon17July1936.They
provokedwar,awarthatwasunnecessary
andwhoseconsequencesstill reverberatein
Spaintoday.”

Seea lecture thatPaulPrestondeliveredonthetheme
ofhis latestbookataconferenceatUniversityCollege,
London, inFebruaryon“TheCarnivalofDeath”: [www.
spainculture.co.uk].

The‘Spanishholocaust’
From page 3

“Ihopethebookwillshow
theextentofthesuffering
unleashedupontheirown
fellowcitizensby…the
officerswhoroseupon
17July1936.”



PaddyCochrane
ByMarleneSidaway

PaddyCochrane,whodiedon31March2011,
aged98, returnedtoSpain in2007tovisit

Belchitewherehewasbadlywounded70years
ago. In theprocessof tryingtocommandeer
three lorries tohelpwiththeevacuationof Inter-
nationalBrigaders fromthebattle,hesustained
adirecthitbyahandgrenade,partofwhich
wentright throughhis legandslicedthefemoral
artery;shrapnelalsoshreddedhisback,arms
andlegs.Comradeshelpedhimtocrawl intoa
ruinedhouseandwent togetmorehelp.
Hesat onhis legduring thenight, trying to

stop thebleeding, trying tokeepawake. Just
beforedawnheheardanurgentwhisper: “Any
Americans inhere?”Hecalledback: “No– just
awounded Irishman”andhe recalled…“this
enormous fellowappeared.He threwmeover
his shoulder andcarriedmedown thestreet.”
Bulletswere striking thewalls around them,
but theymade it to safety.
Paddynever foundoutwhohis saviourwas,

butonhis return trip, quitebyaccident, hemet
aRepublicanveteranwhohadbeenwounded
on the samedayandhad taken refuge ina
house just twodoorsaway fromwherePaddy
was lying.He too recalledahugemancoming
tohis rescue, andcarryinghimonhis shoulder
to safety.The twoveteransweremoved to tears
by thememoryof that braveAmericanwhohad
oftenbeen in their thoughts and raisedaglass
inhonourof themanwhohadsaved them from
certaindeath.
Paddywasborn inDublin in 1913. After leav-

ing school at 14, heworked for anautomobile
company,where theboss spentmostof the
day in thepuband left the runningof theplace
to the teenagePaddy.OnedayanAmericanvis-
ited the shoponbusinessandPaddyasked if
he couldgivehima job in theUS.Within three
monthshewas there –hestayedwith the job
for a year, beforedeciding togoexploringand
went toCanadaandAlaska,wherehehated
the coldweather, sohitcheddown theWest
Coast and finally got aworkingpassageona
shipbound for Liverpool.
At theageof 23, findinga jobback inEngland

wasverydifficult. “No Irishneedapply”was
often taggedon to theadvert.He learnedof the
SpanishCivilWar from theNewsChronicle,
whichhe read to look for a joband thiswas
wherehesawanoticeasking for drivers to take
ambulances toSpain, sohevolunteered.He

CANYOUHELP?
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“…thisenormousfellow
appeared.Hethrewme
overhisshoulderand
carriedmedownthe
street.”

OBITUARIES
�DuncanLongstaffhasbeentryingwithoutsuc-
cesstotracethewhereaboutsoftheInternation-
alBrigadememorialplaquetoninevolunteers
fromBristolwhichwasdisplayedattheformer
MSFunionofficesatWestbury-on-Trym.Contact:
[duncanlongstaff@btinternet.com].

�AgroupofTVfilmmakersinSpainisputting
togetheradocumentaryabouttheAsturian
miners’strikesoftheearly60sandwouldliketo
findoutmoreaboutsolidaritysupportfrom
Britain, inparticularadelegationfromthe
NationalUnionofMineworkersthatvisited
Spainin1962.It includedBenMorris(South
Wales),SLMagness(Kent)andHDilks(Chester-
field).Theyarealsointerestedinagroupcalled
theSpanishDemocrats’DefenceCommittee

andleadingmembersCharlesPadley,John
ClarkeandSamWatson.Ifanyonecanhelp,con-
tactMarcosMartínezMerinoat[marcosmmeri-
no@hotmail.com]ortel:+34-658790017.

�GrahamThompsonisarrangingtohavethe
memorialstonetoPercyWilliamsinSwindon
restored.Accordingtotheinscription,Williams
waskilledatCaspein1938.Cananyoneprovide
informationrelatingtotheactioninwhichhe
waskilled?[g.thompson154@btinternet.com].

Ifyoudonothaveaccesstoemail,contactthe
IBMTSecretary(detailsonpage2).Pleaseshare
yourinformationaboutBrigaderswithJimCar-
mody,theIBMT’sresearcher:[jamescamody@
yahoo.co.uk].

Anti-fascismistheirlegacy

InMarleneSideway’scolumn(NewYear
2011)onthe legacyof the International

Brigadesshesaidthat“the issuesthat these
menandwomenfaced in1930sare justasrel-
evant today”.
Weagain faceasituationwhereright-wing

partiesacrossEuropearemakingthesame
oldnoisesthat thevolunteersheardandacted
against, forexample,howoursocietyandval-
uesarebeingdestroyedby immigration.The
sametacticofusingthefrustrationsof the
unemployed,andparticularly theyoung
unemployed,against immigrants isbeing
attempted.Lookat theEDL,atefforts to insti-
gatetensionsbetweenwhiteandAsianyouth
andatattemptsbytheBNPtousetheelection
processtopositionthemselvesas“legiti-
mate”politicians.
Coalitionpoliticiansclaimthatmulticultur-

alismhasfailed.Thecurrenteconomicsitua-
tionwillprovidetherightwithanopportunity
todevelopandgrow.Thetrue legacyof the
InternationalBrigadevolunteerswastheir
heroicanti-fasciststance.Wemustcontinue
theworktheysorightlybelievedanddiedfor.
RememberthewordsofBertoltBrecht in

May1945:“Don’t rejoice inhisdefeat,you
men.For thoughtheworldhasstoodupand
stoppedthebastard, thebitchthatborehim
is inheatagain.”
GrahamThompson
Byemail

SamLesser
Thanksforthelatestgreatedition(NewYear
2011)ofthenewsletter,notthatit isn’talways,
andfortheobituaryofSam[Lesser].
TherearejusttwothingsIwonderifyoucould

mentioninthenextissue.Thefirst isthatoneof
theyoungnursesthatSam“escorted”into
SpainwasDoraLevin(whosedeathwasmen-
tionedinthesameissue).Also,themanwho

draggedandcarriedSamtosafetyatLopera,
andprobablysavedhislife,wasJockCunning-
ham,anotherearlyBritishBrigader.
Ruth Muller
(DaughterofSamLesser)
Byemail

BuriedinParis
ThereferencetotheTombof theUnknown
Soldier in theArcdeTriomphe (Autumn
2010) remindedmeof thememorials tothe
Frenchvolunteers Icameacross in thePère
LachaiseCemetery inParis in June lastyear.
Someof thenamesmentioned includeBoris
Guimpel,chiefofstaffofLaMarseillaiseBat-
talion,alsoaresistance fighter in theSecond
WorldWar,andanarchitect–whichhe
returnedtoafter thewar;ThadéeOppman
wascommanderof theEdgarAndréBattalion;
JeanneOppman, ifmyresearch iscorrect,was
anursefromLithuania.
ArthurTucker
Byemail

RememberingArthurDooley
I readwithinteresttheitemaboutGlasgow’s
InternationalBrigadememorialbyArthurDoo-
ley(Autumn2010).Hewasagoodfriendofours
andkeptusinformedaboutprogressinmaking
thesculptureandhowitwasgoingtobe
shippedfromLiverpooltoGlasgow.JohnandI
nevergottoGlasgowfortheunveilingin1979
ortoseeit,butI’mhappythatithasbeenrefur-
bished.Arthurwouldhavebeenpleased.
AfterheappearedonTVin“ThisIsYourLife”

in1970,hereceivedlotsofrequeststobean
after-dinnerspeaker,butgothimselftiedupin
knotsbynotkeepinganoteofdatesetc. Ithen
offeredtogetallthedatesorganisedandto
writeappropriateletterstothepeopleand
companiesconcerned.Allwentwellafterthat.
Veronica Gibson
Liverpool

LETTERS



saidhe felt itwashisduty togo, he’dalways
hadwhathe called “left-wing thoughts”, he
hated fascismandhadbeen involved in the
anti-fascistmovement againstMosley.
Hewasunable to continuehis fight against

fascism in theSecondWorldWarbecauseof
the injurieshe’d sustainedatBelchite.He
becamea toolmaker in London formanyyears,
and later designedandmadespectacle frames.
HemethisbelovedwifeMay in 1939and they

had three children.Whenhe retiredat 70 they
decided to live in Ireland,where they remained
veryhappily for 16 yearsuntil ill healthmade
themreturn toEngland tobenear their daugh-
ter, Karen.Maydied three years ago.
Paddywasactive inpolitics all his life.He

vividly rememberedhis time inSpainandmain-
tained that hewoulddo it all againand that one
of theproudestmomentsof his lifewas receiv-
inghisSpanishpassport in2009.

JackEdwards
ByJimJump

JackEdwards,whodiedon26January2011at
theageof97,wasaveteranof thebattlesof

Jarama,TeruelandtheEbro.Hewasa lifelong
communistandaninspirationtoall thosewho
cameincontactwithhischeeryoptimismand
dedicationtoprogressivecauses.
Born in Liverpoolon3 January 1914and

raisedasanonly childbyhiswidowedmother,
JackattendedSocialist SundaySchool and
deliveredcopiesof theDailyWorkerand
SundayWorkeraroundEdgeHill. Heworked in
various jobsafter leavingschool, including
motormechanicand, asamemberof theYoung
Communist League,was involved in street
clasheswhenSirOswaldMosley’s fascist
Blackshirts came toLiverpool andBirkenhead.
WhenFranco launchedhis coupagainst the

SpanishRepublic in July 1936, Jacksoondecid-
edheshould join the InternationalBrigades. “I

thought the [British] government’s non-inter-
ventionwasa loadof rubbishactually, because
itwasn’t going towork. Itwasaploy to let the
fascistsgo intoSpain,”he recalledyears later.
Hesetoff forSpainnoteven tellinghismother
orgirlfriend Ivy.His futurewifegotapostcard
fromLondonsayingsimply: “I’mgoing toSpain
and I’ll seeyouwhen Igetback.”
ViaParis, Perpignan,BarcelonaandValencia,

hearrivedat thebaseof thenewly formed
BritishBattalionatMadrigueras, nearAlbacete,
in January 1937.Thenextmonthhewas inaction
at Jarama,south-eastofMadrid,where thebat-
talionsustainedheavy casualtiesas Franco
triedunsuccessfully to cut themain road link-
ing thecapitalwithValencia. Jackwaswounded
in the footandspent severalweeks inhospital.
Once recovered,he joined the 1stTransport

Regiment,workingasadriver andmechanic
alongsideAmericans,CanadiansandCubans.
Hewas inactionatTeruel in thewinterof
1937/8andafterwards inAragón, keeping the
fightingunits suppliedwithmunitionsand
food.However, bynowtheRepublic’s lines
were in retreat andpart of hiswork involved
sabotagingpetrol tanksonvehicles left behind
as the fascists advanced.
For theRepublic’s last greatoffensiveacross

theEbro, Jackwasattached toamachine-gun
unit in themainlySpanish 129thArtillery
Divisionand foughtaroundTortosa in thesum-
merandautumnof 1938. Inhis recollectionsof
thewarhealwaysunderlined thespirit of unity
between theSpaniardsand theothernationali-
ties in the InternationalBrigades. Ina 1976
interview for the ImperialWarMuseumhe
remembered: “Therewasonebloke, came from
Seville, hesaid tome,wheredid I come from
and I said ‘Inglaterra’.Hesaid: ‘Is it far away,
youknow, like, is it nearMadrid?’So theser-
geant laughedathim.Thiswas thekindof
thing, youknow,peoplewhohadn’t realised
thedistanceof thingsbutwereallworking
together. Itwasaharmoniousset-up.”
As theBattleof theEbro raged, theRepublic

decided towithdraw the InternationalBrigades
ina forlornattempt to court favourwith the
Westernpowers,whowerenonethelessdeter-
mined toappease the fascist dictators.
Detached frommostof theotherBritishvolun-
teers,whohadbeen fighting furthernorthnear
Gandesa, Jackwassent toValenciaandmade
hiswayhomealoneviaBarcelona, crossing the
frontier into Franceon footand thenby train to
England.Hearrivedhome in January 1939, a
monthafter theBritishBattalion.
During theSecondWorldWarhevolunteered

to joined theRAF in 1940,declaring itwas“the
samebloody fight”as inSpain.Hisproficiency
witha riflewasnotedbyanNCO,whowaspuz-
zledbyEdwards’claimnever tohaveserved in
the forces.
After thewar heworked as amechanic and

in various labouring jobs in Liverpool, eventu-
allymovingwith Ivy and their daughter and
twoboys to theMidlands, first toDudley,
where heworked for the local authority, and

then toTelford, becoming amanagerwith the
water board.
Jackwasanenthusiasticmemberof the IBMT

and,until ourannual generalmeeting last
October, servedon theexecutiveboard.
Despite failinghealth, hemanaged toattend
theAGMinLiverpool.There, heandUnite’s Len
McCluskeyunveiledaplaque in theunion’s Jack
JonesHouse to theMerseyside International
Brigadevolunteerswhodied inSpain, several
ofwhomhadbeen Jack’s friendsandcomrades.
Averymodestman,hewouldshrugoff his

owncourageouspart in the fight fordemocracy
inSpainwithacharacteristic laughanda joke.
He remainedagreat internationalist through-
outhis life. In2009,hewent toCuba forMay
DayandvisitedCuban InternationalBrigade
veteranUniversoLípizRodríguez inMatanzas.
In the followingmonthhewasat theSpanish
embassy in London to receive theSpanishciti-
zenshipandpassport conferredonBrigaders
bySpain’s current socialist government.
Writing in2009abouthis thoughtson the

SpanishCivilWar inMaxArthur’s “TheReal
BandofBrothers”, hesaid: “People thinkof it
asa forgottenwar, but it shouldbe remem-
bered, really, asa fight against fascism, for
democracy… I’msurprised it’s not taught in the
schools – theyshould teach it outof respect for
democracy.Thatwould leavebehind the legacy
of theBrigaders– something thatpeople could
rememberus for.”

Seevideoclipsof JackEdwardsdescribinghisexperience
asaBrigaderat [www.shapesoftime.net/pages/
viewpage.asp?uniqid=14581].

Alsoremembered
�USBrigaderHankRubin,whodiedinFebruary
attheageof94,servedinitiallywiththemainly
CanadianMackenzie-PapineauBattalion,but in
theautumnof1937wastransferredtothe
BritishMedicalUnitestablishedbyKennethSin-
clairLoutitontheAragónfront.Rubinworkedas
abloodtransfusionistunderDrReginaldSaxton.
TheunitwassenttoTeruel inDecember1937
andtotheEbroinJuly1938.Afterthewarhe
becamearenownedrestauranteurandwine
expert intheSanFranciscoarea. In1997he
wrote“Spain’sCauseWasMine”,describinghis
experiencesintheSpanishCivilWar.
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JackEdwards:
Surprisedthat

theSpanishCivil
Warisn’ttaught

inschools.

PaddyCochranebytheruinsofBelchitein2007.
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WhentheInternationalBrigadememorialon
London’sSouthBankwasunveiledon

5October1985,TheGuardianmentioned“anold
grey-hairedwoman”speakingofmedicalaidfor
Spain.ThiswasDameJanetVaughan,aged85,
whoseactivityduringtheSpanishCivilWarhad
beenlargelyforgottenbythen.Butherstorycan
stillbefoundinpapersandsoundrecordings,
mainlyintheMarxMemorialLibrary,theImperial
WarMuseumandtheHullHistoryCentre.
Born in1899, thedaughterofapublicschool

headmaster, Janetwasexpectedbyherparents
tohaveaconventionalmiddleclass lifeandmar-
riage. Instead,shebecameadoctorand–having
seenasastudent thepovertyofLondon’sslums–
asocialist. In1930shemarriedDavidGourlay,a
socialistandconscientiousobjector.They lived in
aflatabovethetravelagencyDavidran in
Bloomsbury’sGordonSquare.Thesisters
VanessaBellandVirginiaWoolfwerehercousins;
andshewasrelatedtoAmabelandJohn
Strachey,bothprominentsocialists.
By1936Janetwasaneminentmedical

researcher: thesecondeditionofherclassicbook
“TheAnaemias”waspublished
thatyear,andshewaspromotedto
senior lecturerat theBritish
PostgraduateSchoolofMedicine
atHammersmith.Shealsohadtwo
children,MaryandPriscilla,both
under five.
Thencametheriseof fascism.

Janetwrote later that theSpanish
CivilWar“becameformanyofus
thegreatopportunity totakeastandagainst fas-
cism”.TheSpanishMedicalAidCommittee
(SMAC)wassetup inAugust1936throughthe
SocialistMedicalAssociation,at the instigation
ofCommunistPartyactivist IsabelBrown–soon
tobeoneof thecommittee’s leadingfundraisers.
BySeptember, Janetwaschairmanofoneof its
mosteffective localcommittees–Holborn&
WestCentralLondon. Its firstpublicmeetingwas
heldon5October;andthepamphlet itpublished
inNovember includedcontributions fromwriters
suchas JBPriestley,RebeccaWestandStephen
Spender,allarguingagainst thegovernment’s
policyofnon-intervention.
Janetdrewinher friendstosupport thecause.

VanessaBellwrote inOctober1936:“For the last
fewdayswehaveallbeentryingtodoposters for
ameeting…togetmoneytosendmedicalhelpto
Spain– JanetVaughanaskedmeandDuncanto
dosome–andQ[uentin]andA[ngelica]have
doneoneeachtoo…”;andagain inNovember
Janetwasoneof thosewho“pestered”her“by
everypost” tohelpwithashowofSpanishart. In
its first threemonths, thecommitteeraisedmore
than£684(around£35,000intoday’smoney),of
which itgave£600tothenationalSMAC.
Janetherself rememberedwalking inposter

processions,speakingonsoapboxesatstreet
cornersandin“hugepublicmeetings”andsell-
ing“manytreasuredpossessions”.Herdaughter
Mary(aged41⁄2 inMay1937)stoodalongside
suchsoapboxesonSaturdayafternoonsandhas
avividmemoryof returningonedayto findthe

flatdarkandempty, thecarandmuchof thefurni-
turesold forSpanishMedicalAid;andofher
mother’s“absolutedelight”at theamountof
moneyshehadraised.
AlthoughJanethadresignedaschairof the

localcommitteebyMarch1938,shecontinuedas
oneof thenationalvice-presidentsofSMAC,and
addressedanall-Londonwomen’smeetingas
partofahugecampaignaroundBritainover the
autumnandwinterof1938-39to fill foodships for
Spain.Shewasalsodelegated,withother
women, to lobbytheForeignOffice (unsuccess-
fully) formoregovernmenthelp.
In January1939,SMACcalledameetingat

whichdoctors returnedfromSpainsharedtheir
experiences. Janet tookthechair forquestions
anddiscussion–a longsession,mainlyabout the
then innovativepracticeofusingstoredbloodfor
transfusions.Thishadbeenpioneered in
BarcelonabytheSpanishdoctorFredericDurán-
Jordà,andDrReginaldSaxtonspokeat themeet-

ingaboutusingstoredbloodprovidedby
Jordàfor the InternationalBrigades.
JanethadworkedforSMACinsending

personnelandmedicalsupplies– includ-
ingbloodtransfusionequipment–to
Spain.Shehadstudiedthe literatureand
experimentedherselfwithstoredblood.
Shealso learnedpersonally fromDr
Jordà,whenshehelpedhimandhis fami-

lysettle inEnglandafter theirescapefromSpain.
Withworldwarnowlooming,shesawtheneedto
actquickly tousethisknowledge.BetweenApril
andJuly1939,shewasthedriving forcebehinda
groupofpathologistswhometonher initiative in
her flat,at firstunofficially,andplannedwhatwas
tobethewartimebloodtransfusionservice for
London.WhenwarcameinSeptember theirplan
wasput intoeffect.Similararrangements fol-
lowedintheprovinces.Theservicewastosave
thousandsofcivilian lives.

JanetwastheprincipalofSommervilleCollege,
Oxford,from1945-1967.SheneverforgotSpain.

ShegavemoneytohelpdissidentsunderFranco
and,intoheroldage,totheInternationalBrigade
Association.Thependantshewearsinthe1985
portraitbyVictoriaCrowe,nowattheNational
PortraitGallery, isastoneshetreasured,picked
upin1981fromtheJaramabattlefield.
At theunveilingof the InternationalBrigade

memorial in1985,many listenersweremovedto
tearsassherecalledsomeofhercolleagues in
SpanishMedicalAid– IsabelBrown,Leah
Manning,AudreyRussellandRichardEllis,and
Vanessa’ssonJulianBellwhomethisdeathasan
ambulancedriver–andurgedallpresent to fight
“forourdemocratic rights, foroursocialservices,
forourhealthservice, forourchildren’s right to
fulleducationandfullemployment.Wecansay
astheBrigadessaid in1936: ‘¡Nopasarán!’”

SheenaEvansisanindependentbiographer.

SheenaEvansdescribes
howJanetVaughan’s
commitmenttoSpanish
MedicalAidnotonly
helpedthepeopleofSpain
butledtothousandsof
livesbeingsavedduring
theSecondWorldWar.

JanetVaughan:
Spainintheheart

WearingastonefromtheJarama
battlefield:Vaughanintheportraitby

VictoriaCrowe.

PROFILE

“Shewasthedrivingforce
behindagroupof
pathologistswho…
plannedwhatwastobe
thewartimeblood
transfusionservice.”
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memoir,“TheForgingofaRebel”–recognises
thattheRepublic’sinitialproblemwastoover-
comethechaosthatfollowedtherisingand
whichhadshatteredthestateapparatus.Order
wasgraduallyre-establishedbytheendof1936,
leadingtoincreasinglyprofessionaldealingswith
theforeignpress.Incontrasttotherepugnant
Bolín,RepublicanfiguressuchasConstanciade
laMoraofferedanefficientandcharmingfrontto
theforeigncorrespondents,recognisingtheir
value,ratherthantreatingthemasirritants.
Garcíathenturnstothepropagandamessages

putoutbybothsides,particularlyatrocitiesand
foreignintervention.Itwasobviouslyvitally
importantforbothsidestogetacrosstheirver-
sionofevents:therebels’depictionofthem-
selvesasNacionales inananti-communist
crusadewascounteredbytheRepublicans’por-
trayalofthewaras“progressversusfeudalism”,
orthedefenceofdemocracyagainstinternation-
alfascism.Garcíaarguesthatthetechniques
usedbybothsideswereinfactverysimilarand
thatbothknowinglyanddeliberatelyusedfalse-
hoodstosustaintheirportrayaloftheconflict.
Thefinalsectiondiscussestheimpactofthe

propagandaonBritain.Asheadmits,García
facesthethornyproblemofassessingexactly
howthe“messages”putacrosswerereceivedin
Britain;noteasytojudgeconsideringtheunrelia-
bilityofopinionpolling,thenstill initsinfancy.
Garcíaclaimsthat, inthemain,therewasagener-
al indifference,“aplagueonbothyourhouses”,
asonecontemporarynewspaperputit.However,
asherecognises,ofthosewhotooksides,many
moresidedwiththeRepublicansthanwiththe
rebels.Andwhilethestrongestsupportforboth
sidescamefromthepoliticalextremesinBritain,
theRepublicanshadsomesuccessinextending
theirrealmofsupportasthewarprogressed.
However,Garcíabelievesthatthereportageof

thehorrorsoftheSpanishwarwasmosteffective

inconvincingneutralsofthehorrorofwaringen-
eral,ratherthanofoneparticularside,andthus
consolidatedsupportfornon-intervention.Ina
depressingconclusion,hearguesthat,evenifthe
Republicanpropagandahadbeenbetter, itwould
probablystillnothaveachievedenoughtobe
abletosavetheSpanishRepublic.Sadly, it isdiffi-
culttodisagreewithGarcía’sviewthat“thiswas,
fromveryearlyinthewar,alostcause”.Once
BritainandFranceweredeterminedtopursue
non-intervention,despiteampleevidenceofa
hugeGermanandItalianpresenceinSpain,the
SpanishRepublicwaseffectivelydoomed.

Forgottenhero
“ABritishHero:ChristopherSt JohnSpriggaka
ChristopherCaudwell”byJamesWhetter;£20
(LyfrowTelispen,StAustell,2011)

Reviewed by Jim Jump

Poet,novelist,criticand
journalistChristopher
Caudwellwasoneofthe
bestknownInternational
BrigaderstodieinSpain.
Reportsofhisdeathatthe

BattleofJaramainFebruary1937appearedin
newspaperssuchastheDailyMirror,London
EveningNews,DailyTelegraphandTheTimes.
TheNewsChronicleannouncedthecreationofa
memorialfundinhisnameinordertosendan
ambulancetoSpain.Amongthesignatorieswere
JBPriestley,WHAuden,JulianHuxleyandSir
HughWalpole.
HisposthumousworksofMarxist literarytheo-

ryandphilosophy,“IllusionandReality”and
“StudiesinaDyingCulture”,werecritically
acclaimedandreviewedextensivelyinthepress.
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Brigader’stestimonyresurfacesinbookonChurchillandIndia

Alostcause
“TheTruthaboutSpain!MobilizingBritishPublic
Opinion,1936-1939”byHugoGarcía;£55(Sussex
AcademicPress;Eastbourne,2009)

Reviewed by Richard Baxell

HugoGarcíahasmadean
importantcontributiontothe
rathercrowdedfieldofbooks
publishedrecentlyonthe
impactoftheSpanishCivil
WaronBritain;thisisarich,

detailedstudy,impeccablyresearched.Thetitle,
however, issomewhatofamisnomer,forGarcía’s
aim,asheadmits, isnottojudgetheveracityof
RepublicanandNationalistpropaganda,but
rathertoattempttopresentanobjective,dispas-
sionateanalysisoftheformsandeffectivenessof
theirpropagandacampaigns.
Thebookcomprisesfourmainsections.The

first isahistoryof“modern”formsofpropaganda
andcensorship,fromtheendofthe19thcentury
totheendoftheSecondWorldWar.
Parttwocomparesthedifferingapproachesof

theNationalistsandtheRepublicansinSpainand
containsawealthofdetailonthedevelopment,
manningandoperationofbothsides’propagan-
damachines.AsGarcíashows,theviewofforeign
correspondentsasspiesandcriminalsbysenior
Nationalists,andtheirtreatmentbytheirrudeand
obstructivepressofficer,LuisBolín,wasoften
counter-productive.Forexample,theexpulsionof
TheTimescorrespondentGeorgeSteerrequired
himtomovetotheRepublicanzone,fromwhere
helaterproducedhisdevastatingcoverageofthe
bombingofGuernica.
García’sanalysisoftheRepublicans’approach–

frequentlydrawingonArturoBarea’swonderful

InternationalBrigaderCliveBranson is
oneof the fewBritishpeople toemerge
withanycredit in“Churchill’sSecret
War”byMadhusreeMukerjee,abook
that tells theappallingstoryofhowa
combinationofcallouseconomicpoli-
ciesandcolonialattitudescontributed
to the1943 famine inwhich3million
Indiansdied.
BransonarrivedinIndiainMay1942

withtheRoyalArmouredCorps,aged35.
Frustratedathavingspentmoretimein
SpaininaFrancoprisoner-of-warcamp
thanonthebattlefield,hewaseagerto
continuethefight,thistimeagainst
“JapaneseFascism”.Thatopportunity
didnotcomeuntilmanymonthslater,
butinthemeantimeBransonwasableto
immersehimself inIndiancultureand
politics.HelearntHindiandmademany
friendsamongthelocals,whereasmost

ofhiscomradesinarms,especiallythe
officers,despisedtheIndians.
Theboredomofbarrack-lifealsogave

himthetimetowritemanylettershometo
wifeNoreen,afellowleadingfigureinthe
CommunistParty.Aselectionofthesewas
publishedposthumouslybytheparty
underthetitle“BritishSoldierinIndia”,
BransonhavingbeenkilledinBurmain
February1944.Mukerjeedrawsextensive-
lyfromtheseletters,whichcharttheterri-
bleprogressofthefamineinBengal,along
withBranson’shorrornotonlywiththe
humansufferingbutwiththecynical indif-
ferenceoftheBritishauthorities.
AsMukerjeeacknowledges,Churchill

wasaveneratedwartimeleader in
Britain.Buthisviewof Indians–“abeast-
lypeoplewithabeastly religion”–and
hispart in thegreat famineof1943area
blotonhis recordandstandinstarkcon-

trast tothe“acutesenseofcompassion”
shownbyBranson.

“Churchill’sSecretWar: theBritishEmpireandthe
ravagingof IndiaduringWorldWar II”byMadhus-
reeMukerjee ispublishedbyBasicBooks(New
York,2010);£18.99.

Jewsagainstfascism
TheroleofBritishJewsinthe
SecondWorldWaris
describedin“Fighting
Back”,anewbookbyMartin
Sugarman,thearchivistof

theAssociationofJewishEx-Servicemen
andWomen.Itcontainsachapterabout
theJewishvolunteerswhowenttoSpainto
jointheInternationalBrigades.Thebookis
publishedbyVallentineMitchell(Edgware,
2010);£18.95(paperback);Moredetails
from:[www.vmbooksuk.com].
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MIXEDMEDIA

�WrittenandsungbyStevieSimpson(above),
“TheVolunteer” isanepic14-minutestoryofa
Brigaderwhojoinsthefightagainstfascismin
Spain.It istakenfromSimpson’slatestalbum
“GarageSongs”.ForthepastnineyearsStevie
hasbeenplayingatfestivalsallovertheUK,
sharingbillswithStatusQuo,JethroTull,Dave
EdmundsandWilkoJohnson,amongothers.
Watchhimperform“TheVolunteer”withvocals
andmandolinonly:[www.youtube.com/watch?v
=gbCCTm8evtk]orlistentothefullversionat:
[http://soundcloud.com/stevieoneblokeone
mandolin/the-volunteer],wherethealbumcan
alsobepurchased.

�TheMarch2011issueoftheSocialistHistory
Society’snewslettercontainsaninterviewwith

theniecesofHaroldLaws,aSouthampton
volunteerwhowaskilledinSpaininFebruary
1938,aged26.HenriettaQuinnellandCatherine
Silmantalkaboutthepowerful impactand
influencethattheiruncle’sbrief lifehadonthem
andtheirfamilies.Inthesameissuethereisalso
atributetohistorian JimFyrth,authorof“The
SignalWasSpain”abouttheAidSpainmove-
mentinBritain,whodiedlastyear.See:[www.
socialisthistorysociety.co.uk/newsletter.htm].

�Catalonia-basedAlanWarren,Claudia
Honefeld,JordiMartíandMerceLluverashave
launchedaPortadelaHistòriawebsitefor
peopleinterestedintheSpanishCivilWar. In
English,SpanishandCatalan,it includesmany
newsandphotosoftoursledbythegroup.See
[http://pdlhistoria.wordpress.com].

�TheDerry-basedNorthWestSpanishCivilWar
Project,thehistoricalandeducationalgroup
whichremembersthelivesofInternational
BrigadevolunteersfromDerry,Donegaland
Tyrone,haslauncheditsownwebsite:
[www.nopasaran.netfirms.com].Thegroup
hopestoorganiseaseriesofeventsin2011to
ensurethatthenamesofthe24localmenwho
wenttoSpaininthefightagainstfascismarenot
forgotten.Anyonewhowouldliketosupportthe
projectorprovideinformationonthevolunteers,
contact: [xvbrigade@hotmail.com].

�PublishedbyALBA,our
sisterorganisationinthe
US,theMarch2011issue
ofTheVolunteer(right)
isnowonlineat[www.
albavolunteer.org].

�TheAICVASassociation
ofItalianvolunteers inthe
InternationalBrigadeshasanewwebsite(in
Italianonly):[www.aicvas.org].

�Tomarkthecentenary
ofherbirthinNovember
lastyear,researchersin
Readinghaveproduced
aninformativebooklet
onthelifeofThora
Silverthorne(left), the
Welsh-bornnursewho
settledinReadingbefore
servingasanursein
Spain.Afterthewarshe
wasanotablenurses’

tradeunionleader.Shediedin1999.PDFcopies
areavailablefromMikeCooperat: [mike.
cooper@reading.gov.uk].Seealsoanonline
biographyofSilverthorneat[http://cohse-
union.blogspot.com/2010/11/thora-
silverthorne-progressive-nursing.html],also
markinghercentenary.

Theyweretranslatedintoseveral languagesand
appearedonmanyuniversityreadinglistsinthe
decadesthatfollowedCaudwell’sdeathatthe
ageof29.
Now,mostofhisbooksarehardtofindandout

ofprint–includingtheseriesofdetectivenovels
thathewroteunderhisrealnameofChristopher
StJohnSprigg.
CornishhistorianJamesWhettertherefore

deservesgreatcreditforwritingthisfirstbiogra-
phyofCaudwelland,itmustbehoped,helpingto
returnhisnameandliterarylegacytoawider
audience.
Painstakinglyresearchedandpackedwith

detail, thebook,asitstitlesuggests,wasa
labourofloveforWhetter,forwhomCaudwell
wasaninspirationandmodelfromthetimeofhis
studentdays.WhetteralsodelightedinCaud-
well’sCornishconnectionandorganisedthe
erectionofaplaqueattheinninPorthleven
wherehewrote“IllusionandReality”.
“ABritishHero”tracesCaudwell lifefromcom-

fortablebourgeoisupbringinginwestLondon
throughhiscareerasajournalistwiththeYork-
shirePostandaseditorofAirwaysandAirports.
Inthemeantimehewrotepoetry,eightnovels
andfivebooksonaviation.Attheendof1935he
joinedtheCommunistParty,movedtotheEast
End(whereononeoccasionhewasbeatenup
firstbyBlackshirtsandafterwardsbythepolice)

andtheninDecember1936droveanambulance
toSpaintojointheInternationalBrigades.

Available from: The Roseland Institute, Gorran, St
Austell, Cornwall PL26 6NT, with cheque for £25
(including p&p) made out to James Whetter. See also:
[www.theroselandinstitute.co.uk/html/lyfrow_trelyspen_
publications]

It’smyparty
“MyLife”byChrisBirch;£15(StChristopher
Press,London,2010)

Reviewed by Jim Jump

Nowinhis80s,ChrisBirch is
knowntomanyIBMTmem-
bersasa lifelonganti-Franco
activistandsupporterof the
InternationalBrigades. In the

1950sheandwifeBettywere foundingmem-
bersof theAidtoSpanishYouthCommitteeand
tookpart inmanydemonstrations inLondon
calling for thereleaseofpoliticalprisoners from
Franco’s jails.
ChriswasalsothetreasureroftheInternational

BrigadeMemorialAppealthatraisedthefunds
fortheerectionoftheoutstandingInternational
Brigadememorial inLondon’sJubileeGardens.
Allthisisdescribedin“MyLife”,anautobiogra-

phyfulloffascinatinganecdotes–notleastabout
howhisactivitiesinsupportofdemocracyin
SpainwerespiedonbyBritain’ssecretpolice,as
ofcourseweremanyBrigadeveterans.
ButSpainhasbeenonlypartofalifetimeof

incident,travelandpoliticalcommitment.Born
andraisedintheWestIndies,ChrissettledinEng-
landafterstudyingatBristolUniversityinthelate
40s.TherehejoinedtheCommunistPartyand
metBetty(theirfirstencountercamewhenhe
soldheracopyoftheDailyWorker).
AsleadingmembersoftheYoungCommunist

LeaguetheyspentmuchtimeinEasternEurope,
includingHungary,wheretheywereeyewitness-
estotheeventsof1956whenSoviettanksput
downtheuprisinginBudapest.Afterwardsheco-
authoredamemorandumtopartychiefsinLon-
donsharplycriticaloftheHungarianparty’s
corruptionandsubserviencetoMoscow.
Morerecently,Chris,havingdiscoveredhis

bisexualityinthemid50s,hasbeenactivein
campaignsagainstHIV/aids.Herepresented
LondonLighthouseatthefuneralofPrincess
Dianain1997.
FormostofhisworkinglifeChriswasajournal-

ist, includingaspellontheMorningStar.Heand
Bettyremainedcommunistsuntil theCPGBdis-
solveditself intheearly90s.“MyLife”makes
clearhisabidingpridewithhavingbeenamem-
berofapartythatforesawtheeviloffascismand
createdtheInternationalBrigades.

BOOKS
From previous page
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This is the itinerary that theNationalClarion
CyclingClub1895(NCCC)willbetakingontheir
EdinburghtoLondonridetomarkthe75th
anniversaryof thecreationof the International
BrigadesandtheBattleofCableStreet.They
arriveatCableStreetonFriday30Septemberat
thestartofaweekendofactivities in thecapital,
includingthe IBMT’sannualgeneralmeetingand
acommemorationof theBattleofCableStreet– in
whichmanyfutureBrigaders tookpart,alongwith
NCCCmembers(seemoredetailsonpage4).

19September: IBmemorial,PrincesStreet
Gardens,EdinburghtoGlasgow;visitBlantyre IB
memorialenroute;60miles.
20September: IBmemorial,CustomQuay,
Glasgow, toCairnryan;85miles.
21September:Cairnryanbyferry toLarne;
onwardstoBelfast;25miles.
22September: IBmemorial,SaintAnne’sSquare,
Belfast, toDundalk;55miles.
23September:Dundalk toDublin;55miles.
24September: IBmemorial, LibertyHall,Dublin,
toArklow;62miles.
25September:ArklowtoRosslare;58miles.
26September:Rosslarebyferry toFishguard;
onwardstoStClears;33miles.
27September:StClears toCardiff;62miles.
28September: IBmemorial,CathaysPark,
Cardiff, toBristol;55miles.
29September: IBmemorial,CastlePark,Bristol,
toStreatley;visitSwindonIBmemorialenroute;
35miles.
30September:Streatley toLondon;visitReading
IBmemorialenroute;arrivalat IBmemorial in
CableStreet;60miles.

Othermemorials,apart fromthosementioned
above,mightbevisitedenroute, includingthose
atRutherglen,Llanelli,SwanseaandNeath.The
NCCCwelcomescyclists to join themontheride,
whether foranhouror twoor formuch longer.
IBMTsupportersarealso invitedtomeetand
greet theridersat the InternationalBrigade
memorials theyvisit. Formore information,
includingaccommodationdetails, contact
[clarioncc@yahoo.co.uk]; tel:01254-51302.

DIARYDATES
21May2011:Lecture:“IrishVolunteers in the
BritishBattalion”byRichardBaxell;4pm;
IrishLabourHistorySocietyMuseum,Beggars
BushBarracks,HaddingtonRd,Dublin4;pre-
cededat2:30pmbysociety’sannualgeneral
meeting; registrationfee:5euros;email:
[secretary@irishlabourhistorysociety.com].
21May2011:PaulPreston lectureson“The
SpanishCivilWar75YearsOn”aspartof
BristolFestivalof Ideas;2pm;ArnofiniGallery,
16NarrowQuay,BS14QA;£7(£5conces-
sions); reservations: [boxoffice@arnolfini.
org.uk];see: [www.ideasfestival.co.uk].
25-25June2011:4thannualGeorgeBrown
commemorationweekendat Inistoge,Co
Kilkenny;beginsFri7:15pmwithwreath-laying
atGeorgeBrownplaque,StColmcille’s
Cemetry, followedbyspeakersandsocial;
eventsonSat runfrom11am;speakers include
HarryOwens,CiaránCrosseyandManus
O’Riordan;moredetails: [moriordan@siptu.ie].
2July2011:Annualcommemorationat
InternationalBrigadememorial, Jubilee
Gardens,LondonSE1;assemble12.30pm;fol-
lowedby lunchatCamel&Artichoke,121
LowerMarshSt,SE17AE(seepage1map);
contact IBMTSecretary JimJump(seepage2)
formore informationor if transportneeded
fromJubileeGardenstoCamel&Artichoke.
2July2011:AspartofSouthYorkshire
SocialistFestival,afternoonrededicationof
olive treememorialatWortleyHall,Wortley,
Sheffield,SouthYorksS357DB, toSouth
Yorkshire InternationalBrigaders; timetobe
confirmed; IBMT’s“Antifascistas”exhibition
willalsobeondisplay;more informationfrom
MikeWild: [mikesamwild@fsmail.net]; tel:
0114-2016350.
2/3July2011:Annualcommemorationof
BattleofBrunete;organisedbyMadrid-based
AABI;details fromSeverianoMontero: [seve.
montero@gmail.com].
6July2011:TalkbyRichardBaxell“Three
Months inSpain:TheBritishBattalionat

MadriguerasandJarama”atSheffield
University’sFacultyofArts&Humanities,
JessopWestBuilding,1UpperHanoverSt,
S37RA;7:30pm;plus from6:30pmsongs
andpoetry;more informationfromMikeWild
(seeabove).
9July2011:RededictionofSheffield
InternationalBrigadememorial inPeace
Gardens(next toTownHall),withspeeches,
songsetc;11am;more informationfromMike
Wild (seeabove).
13July2011: IBMTfundraisingeveningof
musicandpoetry;SheffieldTrades&Labour
Club,200DukeSt,S25QQ; from7:30pm;
more informationfromMikeWild (seeabove).
16July2011:75thanniversarycommemora-
tionat InternationalBrigadeplaque,
ManchesterTownHall; 11am-12:15pmfol-
lowedbyrefreshments;more information
fromHilary Jones(0161-2241747)orDolores
Long(0161-2262013).
17July2011:75thanniversarycommemora-
tionat InternationalBrigadememorial in front
ofNewcastleCivicCentre;10:30amforwreath-
laying;afterwardsatPercyArms,83PercySt,
NE17RW;contactSimonGalliers: [sigalliers@
gmail.com].
9-11September2011: InternationalBrigade
commemorationweekendinBerlin;organised
byKFSRGermanIBassociation;contact
[info@spanienkaempfer.de].
25September2011:TalkbyRichardBaxell,
“CableStreet, theRoadtoSpain”;StGeorge’s
Hall,CableSt,LondonE10BL; timetobecon-
firmed;organisedby JewishEastEnd
CelebrationSociety [www.jeecs.org.uk].
30September-2October2011:Weekendof
events inLondontocommemorate75th
anniversaryof InternationalBrigades, includ-
ingon1October IBMTannualgeneralmeeting
atUnite theUnion,128Theobald’sRd,WC1X
8TN,pluseveninggalaatNewRedLion
Theatre,271-273CityRoad,EC1V1LA;more
detailsonpage4.

EdinburghtoCable
Streetcycleride2011

26April-13May2011:Universityof
PortsmouthLibrary,CambridgeRd,PO12ST;
8am-6:30pm;more information: [www.port.
ac.uk/library/essentials/open].
16-28May2011: IrishLabourHistorySociety
Museum,BeggarsBushBarracks,
HaddingtonRd,Dublin4;10:30am-4:30pm
Mon-Fri; [http://ilhm.tripod.com/museum.
html]; tel: (+353)1-6681071.
2-25June2011:Library,MarketSt,
KidderminsterDY101AB;9am-5:30pm(8pm
onTuesand7pmonWeds/Thurs); [www.
worcestershire.gov.uk/cms/community
-and-living/libraries-and-learning/local-
library-details].
2July-4September2011:CannonHall
Museum,BarkHouseLane,Cawthorne,
BarnsleyS754AT;11amto5pm(closedThurs
&Fri); [www.barnsley.gov.uk/bguk/leisure
_culture].

4-17July2011:SheffieldUniversity’sFaculty
ofArts&Humanities, JessopWestBuilding,1
UpperHanoverSt,S37RA;duringsame
periodatLocalStudiesLibrary inCentral
Library,SurreySt,S11xz,“Behindthe
ClenchedFist:support forRepublicanSpain
in theSheffieldarea”;more informationfrom
MikeWild: [mikesamwild@fsmail.net]; tel:
0114-2016350.
18-29July2011:ReadingMuseum,Blagrave
St,ReadingRG11QH;Tues-Sat10am-4pm/
Sun11am-4pm; [www.readingmuseum.org.
uk];contactMikeCooper [coomik1418@
yahoo.co.uk].

Apologies toreaderswhowent toWinchester
GreatHall from28March-16April toseethe
“Antifascistas”exhibition,as listed inourpre-
vious issue.Regrettably, theshowingwas
cancelledat the lastminutebythehosts.

WheretoseeIBMT’s‘Antifascistas’exhibition
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VIEWING:TUCGeneralSecretaryBrendanBarber(right)
visitstheIBMT’s“Antifascistas”exhibitionwithIBMT
trusteeRodneyBickerstaffe.Theexhibitionwasdisplayed
attheTUC’sLondonheadquartersfortwoweeksin
February,whereitwasseenbymanytradeunionleaders.
Asaresult,theGMBhasaskedforittobeshownatits
conferenceinBrightoninJune.Seepage11formoredates.

TheApril2009issueof themagazineofSAGA,
theorganisationaimedat theover-50s, featured
anarticlebyhistorianMaxArthurontheBritons
whofoughtagainstFranco, toldthroughtherem-
iniscencesof theEnglishnursePennyFeiwel.
Itwas readbyDavidLomon inBourneEnd,

Buckinghamshire,whowrote to themagazine,
taking issuewithMax’s remark that, sadly, there
werenowonlyeightBritishveteransstill alive.
AsLomonexplained,heknewthisnot tobe the
case– forhe toohadbeenwith theBritish
Battalion inSpain.
Newsof this latest“discovery”eventually

reachedtheIBMTandDavid isnowakeensup-
porterof thetrust.
Thesonof Jewishmigrants fromPoland,David

Solomonwasborn inManchester in the lastyear
of theFirstWorldWar.Theyoungestofeightchil-
dren,his father’sprematuredeathwhenDavid
was15signifiedboththeendofDavid’seduca-
tionandamovetoHackney inLondon, thehome
ofhismother’s family.Disturbedbythebehav-
iourofMosley’sblack-shirtedthugs intheEast
End,Davidsoonbecameanactiveanti-fascist,
despitehismother’sdisapproval.Ashe
explained, itwasthiswhichwasto leadhimto
jointheYoungCommunistLeagueandtogoto

Spain:“Iwantedtodosomething, Iwantedto
fight fascism.”
David followedthe typical routeofaBritish

volunteer:aweekendtrain ticket toParis,by
coach to theSpanishborderandthe long,
exhaustingclimbthroughthenightover the
Pyrenees.Hearrived inSpainon thepenulti-
matedayof 1937,and joinedunder thename
DavidLomon, topreventbeingsingledout if
captured.
After twoor threeweeksof trainingasa

machine-gunner,Davidwas rushedupto the
front,partof the
Republic’sdes-
perate response
toFranco’shuge
offensive that
followedthecap-
tureofTeruel.He
was involved ina
fewminorskir-

mishes,beforebeing takenprisonerby Italian
soldiersduring theRepublican retreats in the
springof 1938. Imprisoned in theconcentration
campofSanPedrodeCardeña,nearBurgos, in
northernSpain,Davidstruckupagreat friend-
shipwith theartistCliveBranson.Theywere

bothamongtheBritishprisoners repatriated in
October 1938.
Onhis return fromSpain,David left theYCLand

joined, instead, theLabourParty,partlyhesaid
becausethey“hadabiggervoicethananyone
else”,butalsobecausehewasbitterlydisap-
pointedbytheHitler-Stalinpact inAugust1939:
“thatStalinshould linkupwith [Hitler]wasunbe-
lievable”,hesaid.
Davidserved intheRoyalNavyona

minesweeperduringtheSecondWorldWar,
patrollingtheEnglishChannel,beforebeing
transferredtotheFarEastaroundBurmaandthe
MalayaStrait. Followingthewar,hereturnedto
hiswork ina largeretail company inLondonand
tofamily life.Davidconfessedtonot reallyknow-
ingwhyheneverhadany involvementwiththe
InternationalBrigadeAssociation,except thathe
became“wrappedupwith family life”athome.
Thereheremained,asunawareof the IBMTas
wewereofhim,untilhis fortuitous letter toSAGA
Magazine in2009ledtohimbeingbrought to
ourattention.
Nowayouthful92,David livesnear tohisson.

HehasbecomeakeenIBMTmemberandis look-
ingforwardtoattendingevents, includingthis
year’sLondoncommemoration in July.

TheIBMThasproducedthis
limitededition101⁄2-inch
platetocommemoratethe
75thanniversaryin2011of
theformationofthe
InternationalBrigades.Only

75(numbered)copieshave
beenmade.Theprice is£30plus

£5p&p.Toorder,sendcheques
payabletotheIBMTto: IBMT

MerchandiseOfficerChrisHall,286
BrantinghamRoad,ManchesterM210QU.

DespatchisplannedforMay.

INTERVIEW:DavidLomontalkstoRichardBaxellathishomeinBuckinghamshire.

Bienvenido
DavidLomon,our
newestBrigader
RichardBaxellprofilesanInternationalBrigade
veteranwhohasonlyjustjoinedtheIBMT.

“Iwantedtodo
something,I
wantedtofight
fascism.”
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