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Harlem Ball Player
Now Captain in Spain

s
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Basilio Cueria, Head of

Machine Gun Company,
Called One of the
Best Officers

Thirteenth of a sevies of weekly erticles written especially for
The AFRO-AMERICAN newspapers on Spein and colored people
in Spaw, interviewced ar the Spomsh fromt,

By LANGSTON HUGHES

Basilio Cueria, well-known colored
Cuban baseball player and resident of
Harlem, is now the captain of a maehine
gun company in Loyalist Spain. More
than a year ago, Cueria went to Spain to
enlist in the International__BrIgades.

For five months he was,
with the Lincoln Battalion
on the Jarrama front during |
the hardest of the battles;
there, holding off the Italian |
and Moorish m;nps of F&‘al:l-i
co's Fascist legions who
sought to enter Madrid, . Back home ey O

At present Cueria is with an all h": “: ;"ug{m‘ ;:‘:;" ;’:
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u Pasaml €M1 Uoited  States ten
eral. “El Campesine.” While mik ! Catria, has long bﬂnmmu'tlmeii
f{’f;{“aﬂz AR 1% | with the game. He was a catche
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y with the tall fine looking young was with the Cuban Gianls,
captain whko was immensely pop- A

bow quickly a machine gun
may be assembled, Cueria
and his men put thelr ma-
chine guns tlogether with
rapldity. from the wvarious
parts which each man car-
ries, that they were declared
a model unit,

- Waould Develop Sport LI
ular w.:s a:h:nhﬁf‘ﬂdne:s and men o has also played wath & Burm-
One of Best Officers ber of ciber clubs, and in New
Campesino himself told me that; York be formed the Julia Antonio
Cuena was ane of the best of the '1¢Ha Baseball Club in the Laun-
officers in_ his brigade, the 1lst, i can  seclion of Harlem.
Shock Brigade, 4th Battalion,  CUeTI2 is now interested in de-
4th Division of the Spanish Peo- “SH0PINE baschall as a  recrea-
Ple's Army. And when Gemeral U0Pal sport for the Spanish sol-
Miaja, heroic defender of Madrid * 97875,
ral S, napesied e, Cormoe| 170€ Veteran ro.
510 troops, Cueria and his com-, % Y83 in Spain. and Cueria is'  The people say that he rides most hospitable. Before the re-
pany were singled out for special| 2F¢3dY & Veteran of many battles. Into baitle with his men. o1#n volt many Cubans lived fn Spain,
attantion. 4In ihe early days. the Jorrama meounted on a tank In full view| And Cubans, Bf color especially,
On the fieid. they gave a  ront Was o of the most acuve of the enemy. And another story | who sought another homeland ot
lichtning demonsiration  of o SPain. Transterred from there, is that once, badly wounded, he ten preferred Spain fo the United
Cuerta took part in the great bat- was carried behind the lines to a: States where they might run into
tes at Quijorna and Bruneie Jast | dressing station where his wound ' difficulties on the basis of com-
spring. For days he was under | wers Eiven emergency ha:ldwnf.!p'le;(lon. But Cueria himself as-
one of the most terrific artillery and placed in an ambulance to be sured me that he lked Harlem
and air bombardments known i yushed to a hospital at the reat | and would be coming back io
histacy. Ihe ambulance siarted off, But! America when the war is over,
At Brunete, near Madrid, the | the next think the attendant knew | His family is in New York.
rebels put inte action the largest| was that thers was no Campesine. | s . ar
ir {aree yot used in modern war- | He had opened the door, stepped | Sure to Win
fare up lo that tme, Tnnﬂbes,luul, and was shortly back in the| “Our side is sure lo win' he
troop concentrations, convoys, | midst of the battie with his men, | said. “We can't let the Fasecisis
1 put it over an us. They'd put all

mh :J.l wﬂ'ul Mmbch;u“r after bandages and all.
wur, day after day. - m’;‘wﬁ Iaugh at him and the worst old prejudices back in-
nete the government was forced | love him, follow him without gy foree a::] pf.fuﬂdw BUEn Inl:;-
o retreat, leaving a ruined city question, so I could casily believe  duce new ones, like Hitler and his
that Fascist explosives had de.! Cueria when be fold me ﬂbﬂ-l.ﬂry]ni;m in Germany,
.am i £ An | e !ever.r‘wdy wanis o fight with | not going 1o let them win!"
what good ustere] ':;mdbdmp— Today Brunété is nu-man’s

Campesing. | _“Anything else you'd
oF iy sk PSSR 852 P and, the government lincs eing”

Sometimes Mistaken
bt o e e nay Since there are a large number
i bl e 1 i LOWH,
Lion and pain when flisc offensive gained important

of Cubans fightng in Spam on
d jectives for

ob-:the government side, many of; “Well, tell all the baseball
ddm;pml the :r;rnuum. i~ them colored Cubans, I ==h¢d'-p1ayersh¢llo for me," Cueria said.
ﬂlxlmntinuﬁ
the old-
Tised

men are fine fellows fo lead,
and that all of them are proud
to be fighting under Campe-
shoe, "who is a worker-peasant
commander right up from ihe
ranks of the prople, Campe-
sine i inderd Spains most
calorful milita=y man_ and in
2 year and a “salf of warfare
llt: become almost & folk-

that somelimes dark Cubans were
asked by Spaniards whether they
were Moonsh, but mever in an
unfriendly way, since the Span-
i lards have no color feeling mbout
Elhr! Moors, (And there are Moors
{on the loyal side, as well as with
Franco.)

But toward Cubans, whoe are a
Spanish speaking people them-
selves, Spain has  always been
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takes more than “Josta
to draw them cut. It 2
d that's

like 1o
S8y to the folks back home?™ I
asked as 1 said goodbye just be-j
fore the Teruel offensive,

eluding the town unorna, and - Cuerin hew they were received, ~And tell the Mells Club to kee

Cueria came through it all un-iand whether any of them had up that team in Harlem, stool w:

scathed. Now his division is re- ever been taken for Moors, ors play with them when I get back.

ported in action at Teruel. had encountered any color preju-- Tell all those Harlem baseball
Captain Cuerls says that"nls | dice, Cueria laugnted and said players hello!™
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The executive commit

the American Teachers' 2

tion endorsed the campal

ing waged by the N.AAC

local State teschers' gro

equalize salaries, at a 1
Saturday.

. rep

Thurgeod Marsha
ing'the NAACP, told th
mittee of the Bght for &g
tion of salaries. The
pledged  co-operation o
AT.A. with the N.A.AC.
other agencies in this en

committee outlined
gram for the gee o
July 26-29, whase them
center around “The Negro
Loglu- at Oiccupations in .

ca.
Members Attending
‘The drafung of a progra
left to President A. Henl
the

and execulive sec
W, rs.  Thase |
were;

Mr, Heningburg, North
lina: H. H. Lang, Garnet (

Mrs. Willa C.
Washingten; George B, M
Sr, Carringlon L. Davis,

Anderson, F. M. Wood, a
seph C. Parks, Marylamn
| Sanders, West Virginia
| C. 8, Long, Jr, Florida.
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NEW YORK. — Operal
1938 among 150,000 colore
and boys In sevenly-cigh
transportation and rural ¢
and hundreds of school
camps, the ¥YMCA iz celet
its semi-centennial of :
among  this racinl  growg

year.
A hall century has
zince the late William, A.
ton arrived from Ottawa,
ada, to become the first |
secrefary at Norfolk, V

‘Te Hold Conference

The celebration will res
high-water mark next N
ber, when a nalional conf
is held in Washington, D.C
line with the conference v
the 31250000 campaign ft
panding the work of the as
tion in the South, in the 3
and colleges  throughoul
country, and for paying th
ary of a national organi
men and boys in imdustry.
M wark among c
pecple is directed from i
tional headgquarters at 347
son Avenue here, by Dr.
ning H. Tobias, senior wor
retary, who came into asso
work in 1911  He Is ak
his  task three assi
They are:
Robert

B. DeFraniz, per
secreta

and finance ry: H

King, stodent setrefary;
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