
TheIBMT’sannualLenCromeMemorialLecture
will thisyear turnthespotlightonthemenand
womenwhoservedasmedicsonthesideof the
SpanishRepublicandagainst thefascist-backed
militarycouplaunchedin1936.
It is tobedeliveredatLondon’s ImperialWar

Museumon5MarchbyLindaPalfreeman,with
thetitle“¡Salud!TheBritish
Contributiontothe
RepublicanMedicalService
duringtheSpanishCivil
War, 1936-1939”.Theevent
willbechairedbyProfessor
PaulPreston,whowill lead
aquestion-and-answerses-
sionafter thetalk.

Theeventcomessoonafter thedeathofPenny
Feiwel, the lastof theBritishnurseswhoserved
inSpain.Shediedon6January inaBournemouth
nursinghome.
The lecturebeginsat2.30pm. In themorning,

the IBMTisorganisingatribute inwords, images
andmusic to formerTrustChairSamLesseras
wellasFeiwelandotherBrigaderswhohavedied
over thepastyear.
Teesside-bornPalfreemancompleteddegrees

inmediaandlinguisticsatLeedsUniversity,
beforeteachingatsecondaryschoolanduniver-
sity levelandthenmovingtoSpain.Shecurrently
teachesat theCardenalHerreraUniversity in
Elche,Alicante.Someofhersparetimeisspent
writing for theEnglish-languagenewspaper,
CostaBlancaNews,andresearchingtheSpanish
CivilWar.

See “Diary dates: page8.
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2011lecturetofocuson
themedicalservices

ThedeathofIBMTchairSamLesserwasablow
fortheIBMTontheeveofitsAnnualGeneral
MeetinginLiverpool.Hediedon2October, just
oneweekafterchairinganIBMTcommittee
meetinginLondon.Intheweekbeforethat,he
openedashowingofthe“Antifascistas”
exhibitionontheInternationalBrigadesatthe
MarxMemorialLibrary,London.
LesserchairedtheIBMTfrom2006whenfellow

InternationalBrigadeveteranJackJones
relinquishedtheposttobecometheTrust’sLife
President.Aschair,Lesserwasahighlyactive
spokesmanfortheIBMT,givingfrequentmedia
interviewsinBritainandinSpainaboutthe
InternationalBrigadesandtheimportanceof
rememberingtheir legacy.

“Hewasaninspirationtousall,”saidMarlene
Sidaway,theIBMTSecretaryatthetimeofhis
death.“It isacomforttoknowthathewasactive
andcheerfultotheend.”

�See obituary: pages6-7. To viewSamLesser’s last public
speech, at the opening of “Antifascistas” at theMarx
Memorial Library on 20September 2010, visit: [www.
shapesoftime.net/pages/viewpage.asp?uniqid=14388].

SamLesser
–activeuntil
theend

…andfollowsdeathofPenny
Feiwel, thelastBritishnurse
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CLENCHEDFIST:SamLesserinfrontofthe“Guernica”tapestryattheWhitechapelGallery,London, in2009.

MERSEYSIDERS:Liverpool-bornBrigaderJack
Edwards(right)isgreetedbyfellowScouserLen
McCluskeyattheIBMT’sannualgeneralmeetingin
JackJonesHouse,theLiverpoolregionalofficeofthe
Uniteunion,on16October.McCluskey–who,like
JackJones,isaformerLiverpooldocker–waselected
asthenewgeneralsecretaryofUniteinNovember.
�AGMreportandpictures:pages4-5.Linda Palfreeman.
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IBMT FROM THE SECRETARY

InternationalBrigade
MemorialTrust
www.international-brigades.org.uk
Charity no:1094928
Patrons:KenLivingstoneandPaulPreston

Secretary: JimJump
6StonellsRoad,LondonSW116HQ
020-72286504
secretary@international-brigades.org.uk

President/ExhibitionCoordinator:
MarleneSidaway
020-85556674
marlenesidaway@hotmail.com

Chair:DoloresLong
0161-2262013
doloreslong@fastmail.fm

Treasurer:MikeAnderson
01435-864978
treasurer@international-brigades.org.uk

IrelandSecretary:ManusO’Riordan
+353-1-8307242
moriordan@siptu.ie

MembershipSecretary:MaryGreening
029-20195412
memsec@international-brigades.org.uk

MerchandiseOfficer:ChrisHall
0161-8617448
christoff_hall@yahoo.co.uk

EducationOfficer:RichardThorpe
01724-798615
thorpe.ortiz@btinternet.com

Otherexecutivecommitteemembers:
MikeArnott,RichardBaxell,Rodney
Bickerstaffe,PaulineFraser,Hilary Jones,
Mick Jones,DuncanLongstaff

Annualmembership ratesare£15standard;
£7.50 for concessions;£20 family (single
household); affiliatingorganisationsby
arrangement. Furtherdetails and formsare
available fromtheMembershipSecretary.

IBMT NEWSLETTER
The IBMTNewsletter ispublishedthree
timesayearandissent freetoallmembers.
Backnumberscanbedownloadedfromthe
IBMTwebsiteon[www.international-
brigades.org.uk/newsletter.htm].Sendall
itemsfor thenext issuetotheEditorby31
March2011at the latest.

Editor: JimJump
(seecontactdetailsabove)
editor@international-brigades.org.uk

Keepingalivethememoryand
spiritofthemenandwomenwho
volunteeredtodefenddemocracy
inSpainfrom1936to1939

By Jim Jump

Successfulannualgeneralmeeting
Weheldaverysuccessfulannualgeneralmeet-
inginLiverpoolinOctober, intermsofnumbers
attendingandqualityofcontributions.Theday-
timevenueandfacilitiesandtheeveningsocial
wereoutstanding,forwhichthanksmustgoto
DannyPayneandothersintheMerseysideInter-
nationalBrigadesNetworkwhoorganisedevery-
thing,aswellastotheunionsUniteandUnison
fortheirhospitalityandgenerosity.Anotherposi-
tivefactorwasthepresenceofrepresentatives
fromtheAABISpanishInternationalBrigades
friendshipassociation.ThereportbyVicente
GonzáleztotheAGMandthediscussionswhich
manyofushadwithhimandIsabelPinarmadeit
clearthatthebattleforjusticeandrecognitionfor
thevictimsoffascismandtheFrancodictatorship
inSpainisfarfromover.TheIBMTsupportstheir
efforts,partoftheprocessknowninSpainasthe
recuperationofhistoricmemory.

Germansinfinevoice
Thenine-strongdelegationattheLiverpoolAGM
fromoursisterorganisationinGermany,the
KFSR,formedanimpromptuchoirfortheevening
social–andwerequiteahit.Earlier intheday
HaraldWittstock,chairoftheKFSR,deploredthe
lackofofficialrecognitioninGermanyforthe
Brigadersbut,onabrighternote,reportedthat
manyyoungerpeoplewerenowinterestedinthe
InternationalBrigadesandtheanti-fascistmove-
mentinEurope.HesaidthattheKFSRhadtried
unsuccessfullytogettheBundestag(German
parliament)tohonourtheBrigaders.Thematter
wouldnowbetakentotheEuropeanParliament
andtheparliamentsoftheGermanfederalstates.

RemembranceDaywreaths
DuncanLongstaffreports
thathisauntvisited
Londonshortlyafter
RemembranceSundayin
Novemberandspotted
thattwowreaths(pic-
tured),oneofredpoppies,
theotherinthecoloursof
theSpanishRepublic,had
beenleftattheInterna-
tionalBrigadememorial in
JubileeGardens.It’sgood
toseethatthememorial is
beingusednotjustatthe
annualcommemoration

organisedbytheIBMTeachJuly(thoughproba-
blynotthisyear–seestoryonfacingpage).Does
anyoneknowwholeftthesewreaths?

“LandandFreedom”stillstirscontroversy
RunbyourMembershipSecretaryMaryGreen-
ing,theIBMT’selectronicinformationservice
(EIS)isprovingtobeaninvaluablemeansofget-
tinginstantnewsandviewstosupportersby
email.Thiswasundoubtedlythecasewhenone
memberaskedforopinionsonKenLoach’sstill
controversial1995filmabouttheSpanishCivil

War,“LandandFreedom”.Marywasfloodedwith
responsesandputouttwoselectionsofreplies,
totallingnearly4,000wordsontheEIS.Theviews
rangedfromsupportiveofLoach’sanalysisofthe
war–essentiallythattheRepublicbetrayedthe
Spanishrevolution–tooutrageatthewaythat
thefilmdepictstheInternationalBrigadesasStal-
iniststooges.Itwasfittingthatthethirdandfinal
wordthatMarysentoutwenttoaBrigader,the
lateJohnDunlop,witha1,700-wordreviewthathe
wroteafterseeingthefilmattheEdinburghFilm
Festival in1995.Hisverdict?“Icancertifythatit
borelittleresemblancetotherealitiesofthose
daysandthefilm-makersmadelittleattemptto
geteventhesmalldetailsright.”Ifyouhaven’t
readthecommentsandwouldliketohavecopies,
contactmeat[secretary@international-
brigades.org.uk]orsendme(addressonleft)a
stampedaddressedenvelope.

NowonFacebook
CongratulationsmustgotoRichardBaxell forhis
successinlaunchingandrunningtheIBMTFace-
bookgroup.Itnowhasnearly1,500members,
fromallovertheworld,andisprovingaveryuse-
fulmediumforannouncingevents.Thesite
includesphotosofearlierevents,plusnearly30
videosandseemstobegeneratingregularcontri-
butionsanddiscussions.Richardisalsoresponsi-
bleformanagingthemainwebsiteoftheIBMT,
whichcontinuestobepopular,withupto2,000
“uniquevisitors”everymonth.

Pictureperfect

Manyreadershavecommentedonhowmuch
they likedthepicture(above)ofour“Antifascis-
tas”exhibitiononthefrontpageofour last
issue.Unfortunatelywegavethewrongcredit
for it, saying itwastakenbyStuartForster. In fact
thephotowasbySheilaGray,an IBMTmember
andfreelancephotographerwhowasformany
yearsaphotographerwiththeMorningStar.

DIRECTING:KenLoach (right) on thesetofhis film,
“LandandFreedom”.

Si
xt
ee

n
Fi
lm

s



Thenationalmemorial to the International
Brigades in JubileeGardenswill bebeyonduse
during2011 if aplannedmajor re-landscaping
of the central Londonparkbeginsonschedule
in the spring.
The£5.5milliondevelopmentof thegardens

willmean that thememorial,whichwas
unveiled in 1985by former Labour leader
Michael Foot,will beplaced in secure storage
beforebeing re-positionedaway from its cur-
rent closeproximity to the LondonEye.
As this issueof the IBMTNewsletterwent to

press, thedeveloperswereunable to confirm
thestartingdate, butwerenonetheless confi-
dent that theworkwouldproceedasplanned.
IBMTofficershavebeenclosely consulted

during theplanningprocessandarepleased
that thememorial – theonlyone in thepark –
will bea focal point of thenew lay-outof paths
andopenspaces.Thememorialwill also retain
thebackdropof the formerGreater London
Council headquarters.Thiswasoneof thewish-
esof its sculptor, the late IanWalters.
With JubileeGardens likely tobe closed to the

public in July,when theannual national com-
memoration ceremony for the International
Brigadeswouldnormally beheld, local groups
of IBMTmembersandsupporterswill instead
beencouraged toarrangeevents at their near-
est InternationalBrigadememorial. Thereare
over 90suchmemorials inBritain and Ireland.
Therearealreadyprovisional plans toorgan-

isea commemorativemeeting in Londonon2
July, possibly at theMarxMemorial Library.The
MMLhouses theBritishBattalionbanner and
hasasculpturededicated to theBrigades in its
MemorialGarden.
Originally laidout in 1977, it is expected that

the revamped JubileeGardenswill beopened

early in2012.Whereas the currentThames-side
park is virtually flat, thenewversionwill have
anundulating landscapeanddozensof new
trees.
The redevelopment is beingundertakenby

theSouthBankEmployersGroup/Southbank
Centre consortium, representinggroupswitha
direct interest in thepark.

FinaladditiontoEbromemorial
ThefinalspacenexttothememorialtotheBritish
BattaliondeadoftheBattleoftheEbrohasnow
beenfilled.Thelatestadditiontothememorial
wallnearPinelldeBrayisaplaqueforthecombat-
antsoftheUGTsocialisttradeunionfederation
whofellintheRepublicanarmyduringthefighting
inthesummerandautumnof1938.

UnveiledbyBrigaderAlunMenaiWilliamsin
May2005,theBritishBattalionplaqueliststhe
namesofthe90British,IrishandCommonwealth
dead.It isoneofeightplaquesontopofwhatwas
knownduringthebattleasHill705.
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ByMarleneSidaway

Thelastfewmonthshavebeenatimeofgreat
changefortheIBMT.Forthefirsttime,there

werenoBrigadeveteransattheJubileeGardens
commemorationinJulyandwehavenoveterans
onthecommitteenow.Wewereparticularlysad-
denedbythesuddendeathofSamLesser,our
chairman,andbythelossofnursePennyFeiwel.
BothSamandPennywerefoundermembers

oftheTrust,wonderfulpersonalities,always
readytobeinterviewedandspreadtheword
abouttheircomradesinSpainandboth,when
over90,enjoyedvisitstoSpainandelsewhereto
attendcommemorations.Theywerelovedand
admiredbyallwhoknewthemandwillbegreatly
missed.Wewillbecommemoratingthemduring
themorningoftheLenCromeMemorialLecture
attheImperialWarMuseumon5March.

Toourknowledge,wehaveonlyfourveterans
stillwithusinEnglandnow–plusonelivingin
Australia–andthispresentsachallengeandan
opportunityforusintheIBMT.Wemustensure
thattheirbravery,sacrificesandvaluesarenot
forgotteninthis75thanniversaryyearandthat
thewiderpublic ismadeawareofthefight
against fascisminSpainandrealisethatthe
issuesthatthesemenandwomenfacedinthe
1930sarejustasrelevanttoday.
Onapersonalnote,Iwanttosaywhatanhon-

ouritwasformetobetheSecretaryoftheTrust
forthelast10yearsandhowdelightedIamthat
JimJumpagreedtotakeover,ontopofhisduties
aseditorofthe IBMTNewsletter,andwasduly
electedSecretaryatourannualgeneralmeeting
inOctober.Withhimandtherestofourhard
workingcommittee,IknowtheworkoftheIBMT
willcontinuetothriveformanyyearstocome.

International Brigade Memorial Trust

NEWS
JubileeGardensmemoriallikely
tobeoutofactionduring2011

It’suptousnowtopreservetheirmemoryandvalues

FROMTHEPRESIDENT

Timetopay2011
membershipsubs
IBMTsubscriptions for2011arenowdue.
Pleasesend themassoonaspossible.
When returningyourcheque, clearlystate
yournameandaddressso that thesecan
bematchedwithourmembership records.
Also,pleaseconsiderpayingyoursubsby
directdebit.Thedirectdebit formcanbe
downloadedat: [www.international-
brigades.org.uk/join.htm].Sendcheques
orcompleteddirectdebit forms toMary
Greening, IBMTMembershipSecretary,
2WoodfordClose,RadyrWay,Cardiff
CF52PH.
Foranyqueries, tel:029-20195412;email:
[memsec@international-brigades.org.uk].

EYE-CATCHING:Computer-generated imageof the
memorial in itsnewposition,with the formerGreater
LondonCouncil building, theLondonEyeandBigBen
in thebackground.



ByPaulineFraser

The2010IBMTannualgeneralmeetingwasheld
on16OctoberinLiverpoolatJackJonesHouse,
therefurbishedLiverpoolofficeofUnitethe
Union.BrigaderJackEdwards,95,madethejour-
neyfromhishomeinTelfordtounveilthenewly
positionedmemorialtotheLiverpoolvolunteers.
HewasassistedbyLenMcCluskey,speakingas
Uniteassistantgeneralsecretary,butsoontobe
electedtothepostofgeneralsecretary.
AthrongofIBMTsupportersandUnitemem-

bersgatheredinthelobbyofJackJonesHouseto
hearMcCluskeyspeakmovinglyoftheheroic
exampleandsacrificeofthosewhowenttothe
aidoftheSpanishRepublicinitsfightagainst
fascism.
AttheAGM,MembershipSecretaryMary

Greeningreportedtothe70-strongmeetingthat
herewerecurrently794membersandshehoped
wewouldgetto800bytheendoftheyear.
TreasurerMikeAndersonwasunableto

attend,buthiswrittenreportshowedbankbal-
ancesof£25,589attheendofthelastfinancial
year. Incomeincreasedfrom£18,938duringthe
previousyearto£22,695forthelatestone.
MarleneSidawaysaidshehaddecidedto

standdownasSecretary,apostshehadheldfor
10years.Warmtributeswerepaidtoherworkfor
theTrustand,followingherelectionasanIBMT
executivecommitteemember, itwasagreedthat
sheshouldserveastheTrust’sPresident.
JackEdwardshaddecidednottostandforre-

electiontothecommittee,Sidawayreported,as
itwasnowimpossibleforhimtogettomeetings.
Shesaidhehadbeenaveryvaluablecommittee
memberandthankedhimforallhehaddone.
ThefollowingmemberswereelectedasIBMT

officers:DoloresLong(Chair), JimJump(Secre-
tary)andMikeAnderson(Treasurer).Theother

Inbrief…

Silverthorneisremembered
Amemorialmeetingtoremem-
berthecentenaryofthebirth
ofnurseThoraSilverthorne
(1910-1999)washeldon25
NovemberintheSilverthorne
Room–namedafterher–at
theregionalofficesoftheUni-
sonpublicsectorunionin
Reading.BorninAbertillery,
SouthWales,Silverthornewas
livinginReadingwhenshe
wenttoSpaininSeptember
1936.Afterthewar,shewasan
editorofNursingIllustrated
andhelpedestablishthe
NationalAssociationofNurses
(latermergingwithNupe,one
ofUnison’sfounderunions).
Shewasitsgeneralsecretary,
aswellassecretaryofthe
SocialistMedicalAssociation.

Hullinitiative
Theinauguralmeetingofthe
InternationalBrigadeMemori-
alGroup(Hull)washeldon29
SeptemberatUnison’sconfer-
encecentreinthecity.Partici-
pantsagreedtotakestepsto
secure“alastingandfitting”
memorialtothelocalvolun-
teerswhowenttoSpain.A

prominentmemorialwouldbe
inadditiontoaplaqueinHull’s
Guildhall, listingthenamesof
eightInternationalBrigaders,
fourofwhomdiedinSpain.
ThemeetingnotedthatUni-
son’sHullCityBranchcarrieda
motionin2008tocampaign
forsuchamemorialandthat
allthreeofHull’sMPssupport-
edtheinitiative.

SeeBBCHumberside report: [http://
news.bbc.co.uk/local/humberside/
hi/people_and_places/history
newsid_9355000/9355571.stm];
If youwould like to get involved,
contact [j.gibbins@unison.co.uk].

StreetinBilbao

MayorofBilbaoIñakiAzkuna
(above)unveilsastreetname
plaquededicatedtoGeorge
Steer,theSouthAfrican-born
correspondentforTheTimes
whoreportedthebombingof
Guernicaon26April1937and
whohelpedintheevacuation
of4,000Basquechildrento
Englandinthefollowing
month.Thenamingceremony
inthecity’sAtxuridistrictwas
heldon8Octoberinthepres-
enceofSteer’ssonandgrand-
daughter.Steer’sreport
helpedtounmasktheliesof
theFrancoists,whoclaimed
thattheBasquetownhad
beendestroyedbyretreating
Republicansratherthanby
GermanandItalianplanes.

PlaqueforKeogh
TamesideMetropolitanBor-
oughCouncilagreedinSep-
tembertoawardablueplaque
toJamesKeogh,International
Brigadevolunteer,whodiedin
actioninMarch1938in
Aragón.It ishopedthatthe
plaquewillbeunveiledlater
thisyearandwillrefertothe
othervolunteersfromthearea.

AlanWarrenstatement
Atitsmeetingon25Septem-
berlastyeartheIBMTexecu-
tivecommitteerecognisedthe
valuableworkcarriedoutby
AlanWarrenasabattlefield
tourguideinSpain.Butit
agreedthefollowingstate-
ment:“Theofficersand
trusteesoftheIBMThavebeen
madeawareofvariouscom-
plaintsregardingthebusiness
dealingsofAlanWarren,afor-
merIBMTcommitteemember.
TheIBMTwishestomakeit
clearthatithasnoconnection
withAlanWarren’sbusiness
dealings,andthatheisnot
authorisedtoactfor,noron
behalfof,theIBMT.”

PhilosophyFootballcheque
IBMT
President
Marlene
Sidaway
(right)
andSec-

retaryJimJump(left)accepted
a£100donationfromPhiloso-
phyFootballat itsHopemass
anti-fascistChristmaspartyin
Londonon17December.Pic-
turedcentreisMarkPerryman
ofPhilosophyFootball.

International Brigade Memorial Trust4

UNVEILED:BrigaderJackEdwardsadmirestheplaque
intheentrancelobbyofJackJonesHouse,Liverpool.

AGMopensinLiverpool
withrededicationofplaque

BENCHES:Friendsandfamily(aboveright)ofHilda
Baruch,aleadinglightintheAidSpainmovementin
Halifax,attendedtheunveilingofabenchinher
memoryon17Octoberatthetown’sPieceHall.Baruch
(néeFroom)diedin2009.
Afewweekslater,on11November,thememorial

benchtoHalifax-bornBrigaderRalphFoxwasrelocated

tothesamesite,havingstoodinBullGreensince1950.
Arenownedauthor,journalistandfoundermemberof
theBritishCommunistParty,Foxwaskilledinfighting
aroundLopera,nearCórdoba,inDecember1936.
Itishopedthattherewillalsosoonbeamemorial

benchtofellowHalifaxBrigaderAlecTough,alongside
thetwonewlyinstalledbenches.

LucyCraig,daughterofThora
Silverthorne,withIBMTcommittee
memberandformerUnisongeneral
secretaryRodneyBickerstaffeatthe
memorialmeetinginReading.

NEWS
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AhighlightoftheIBMT’sAGM
wasapackedsocialeventatthe
LaCasabar.RunbyformerLiv-
erpooldockerswhowere
sackedduringthelock-outof
1995-98,thebarwasthevenue
foralivelyeveningofentertain-
mentbymusiciansandsingers.
PerformersincludedAlun

Parry,RichMan’sRuin,Geoff
Lawes,VicMerriman,Garyand
FlorenceBowmanandtheLiver-
poolSocialistSingers.

Theywerejoinedfromthe
floorby,amongothers,theGer-
manvisitorstotheAGM,who
sangSpanishCivilWarsongs,

andbyIBMTPresidentMarlene
Sidaway,whoreadpoemsby
herlatepartnerandBrigader
DavidMarshall.

International Brigade Memorial Trust 5

INSPIRATION:CastmembersgiveBrigaderSamLesseranovationafterareadingofthemusicalin2008.

InternationalBrigademusicalscheduledforLondonrun

AGMfunat
LaCasabar

ONSTAGE:RichMan’sRuinperformattheIBMTsocial.

“GoodbyeBarcelona”,anew
musicalbyKarlLewkowiczand
JudithJohnson,willopenatthe
ArcolaTheatre,London,in
Novemberlaterthisyear.
Themusicalwasinspiredby

thestoryoftheInternational
Brigades,andisbasedoninter-
viewswithBrigaders, including
SamLesser,whoattendedthe
firstreadingof“Goodbye
Barcelona”in2008andsaid:
“Reallyreallywonderful. I felt
somuchthesincerityofwhat
youweredoing.”

Afundraiserfortheproduc-
tionwillbeheldinLondonon4
MarchatEuropeHouse(see
page8fordetails).Thiswillbe
anopportunitytoseeexcerpts
andsongsfromtheshow,
alongsidecommentsfrom
InternationalBrigadesexperts.
Therewillalsobeachanceto

enjoysongsfromtheshowas
partofthetributetoSamLesser
andotherBrigadersonthe
morningof5MarchattheImpe-
rialWarMuseum,London,prior
totheIBMT’sLenCromeMemo-

rialLecture(moredetailson
pages1and8).
TheIBMTisalsosupporting

movestostageaproductionof
themusicalinLondonon30
September,ontheeveofthe
Trust’sannualgeneralmeeting
andthecommemorationofthe
75thanniversaryoftheBattleof
CableStreet.

Anyone interested inattendingthe
fundraisingeventatEuropeHouse
shouldemail: [contact@
goodbyebarcelona.com].

executivecommitteememberselectedwere:
MikeArnott,RichardBaxell,RodneyBickerstaffe,
PaulineFraser,MaryGreening,ChrisHall,Mick
Jones,HilaryJones,DuncanLongstaff,Manus
O’Riordan,MarleneSidawayandRichardThorpe.

Acopyof the draftminutes of theAGM is available from the
IBMTSecretary: [secretary@international-brigades.org.uk]
or send a stamped addressed envelope (see address on
page 2).

IBstereotypesarewrong
VolunteersintheInternationalBrigadeshave
beenfalselystereotypedbytheleftandright,
JohnCallow,directoroftheMarxMemorial
Library,London,toldanaudienceattheNational
ArmyMuseumon7October. Inalunchtimetalk
attheLondonmuseum,titled“FreedomWas
NeverWonWithoutaFight”,hesaidtheInterna-
tionalBrigadeswereauniquemilitaryunit inthat
theycomprisedvolunteersfrommanycountries,
mostofwhomhadhadtoundertakestrenuous
oroftendangerousjourneystoarriveinSpain.
Thereweremisconceptionsaboutthe

BrigadersfromBritainandIreland.Someonthe
lefthadtriedtogivethemaromanticglossby
identifyingthemasintellectualidealistsand
poetsintheByronicmould.Ontheotherhand
theright,especiallynewspaperssuchasthe
DailyMailandDailyExpress,damnedthemas
unemployedadventurersandcommunistdupes.
Neithercaricaturewasaccurate,saidCallow.

Thetruthwasthatthevolunteersweremainly
workingclassactivists,thoughtheycontained
representativesofallsectionsofsocietyamong
theirranks.Whatwasundeniablewastheirsacri-
ficeandbravery:526ofthe2,500volunteers
fromBritainandIrelanddiedinSpain,andmost
oftheotherswerewoundedatleastonce.

Found:GeorgeNathan’sgrave
Themysteryofthewhereaboutsofthegraveof
GeorgeNathan,BritishBattalioncommander,
whowaskilledattheBattleofBruneteinJuly
1937,mayhavebeensolved.
Madrid-basedamateurhistorianErnesto

Viñas,whohasstudiedtheBrunetebattlefield
extensively,reportsthathehasfoundadocu-
mentinthecivilregisterofTorrelodonessaying
thatNathan’sgraveisinthevillagecemetery.
Torrelodones,midwaybetweenMadridand

Brunete,wasoneofthevillagesontheroadused
fortheevacuationofthedeadandwounded.
Viñashasbeenintouchwiththenearbymemo-

rialbuiltbyFrancoforhimselfandthecivilwar
dead,theValledelosCaídos.Hehasbeentold
thatnoremainswerereceivedfromTorrelodones

whenin1958and1959manylocalcivilwarmass
graveswereemptiedandtheircontentstakento
thememorialthatbecameFranco’smausoleum
afterhisdeathin1975.“Wecanassumethere-
forethatGeorgeNathan’sgraveshouldbestill
there, inTorrelodones,wherehewasburiedin
July1937,”saysViñas.

DoesGeorgeNathanhave anysurviving relations? If so,
they can claimaccess to the civil register’s records relating
to his burial. Contact [secretary@international-brigades.
org.uk].

PraiseforJackJones
TributestoformerIBMTPresidentJackJoneswere
paidatthelatestmeetingofunionsontheEuro-
peanEconomicandSocialCommittee.
InBrusselson13December,thecommittee’s

workers’group–whichincludesIBMTexecutive
committeememberManusO’Riordanastherep-
resentativeoftheIrishtradeunions–heardan
openingaddressbyNicolásRedondo,veteran
leaderofSpain’sUGTtradeunionfederation.
Frequentlyarrestedandimprisonedforhis

undergroundunionactivitiesduringFranco’sdic-
tatorship,RedondoemphasisedJones’svitalrole
inthe1960sand70sasaunionleaderprepared
togivemaximumsupporttotheSpanishunder-
groundunionmovement.



PennyFeiwel
ByJimJump

PennyFeiwel, the lastof theBritishwomen
whoservedonthesideof theSpanish

Republicduring thecivilwarof 1936-39,diedon
6January2011at theageof101.LikeFeiwel,
knowninSpainbyhermaidennameofPhelps,
mostof thevolunteerswerenursesandworked
inoftenmakeshifthospitals inconditionsof
greathardshipanddanger.Phelpsherself suf-
feredserious injuries inabombingraid thatput
anendtoher time inSpain.
Born intoaworking class family of nine

brothers andsisters inTottenham,north
London, she left school at 13. Followingwork in
domestic serviceand ina factory, at theageof
18 she trainedasanurse,working in several
Londonhospitals, includingHomertonand
CharingCross.
Byhermid-20s shewaseager toovercome

her lackof school education, so spent 1934
studyingEnglish, history, economicsandpsy-
chologyatHillcroft College, Surbiton, Surrey,
which specialised in teachingworkingwomen
from lessprivilegedbackgrounds. Itwasat the
college that shebeganmoving inmorepoliti-
cally aware circles.
Thoughafter theSpanishCivilWar shewould

playdownherpolitical activism in the 1930s,
saying that shehadbeenmotivatedmoreby
humanitarianism, itwasapolitically charged
incident that triggeredherdecision togo to
Spain. In 1936she tooka temporarynursing
jobat ahospital inHertfordshirewhere,with
another nurse, shevolunteered inher spare
time to collect food for hungermarcherson
theirway to Londonand to care for the sick
among them.Onemarcher’s feetwere so
shockingly raw that she rang for anambulance
andusedhername togethimadmitted to
casualty.The followingmorning shewas con-
frontedbya furiousmatron: “NursePhelps,we
don’t employnurseswhoare ‘red’.”
Taking this cue, shewalkedout andanother

nurse soonsuggested that sheshouldgo to
Spain.Within a fewweeksPenny, aged27,was
onherway, leaving Londonon6 January 1937
with threeother nurses.ViaBarcelonaand
Valencia theyarrivedatAlbacete, themain
base for the InternationalBrigades, and from
there shewassent toMurcia andput in charge
of a200-bedward for Frenchvolunteers.
Next shewasattached to theGerman-speak-

ingThälmannBattalion. AtTarancón, east of
Madrid,withNewZealandsurgeonDouglas
Jolly, apioneerofmobile emergency surgery,
and fourSpanishmedics, andwhile facing
deadlybombing raidsby fascist planes, she
helpedsetupan improvisedoperating theatre.
At theendof February shewassent to the

front at Jarama, southeast ofMadrid,wherea
desperatebattlewas ragingas Franco tried
unsuccessfully to surround the capital by cut-
ting themain road toValencia. “Wewere flood-
edwithwoundedmen. Itwasghastly. Inside

theoperating theatrewehadnoheatingexcept
agasoline stove, andsometimes itwas so cold
that Iwouldbeglad tobe ina roomcrammed
full of people to share their bodily heat. Iwas
workingasananaesthetist, assistant surgeon
and theatrenurse. I had todecidewhich case
was themosturgent for operation, and thenat
once setup tables for instruments.”
Moved toan international hospital at

ColmenarViejo, northofMadrid, she fell illwith
typhoid, spendingamonth inbedbeforemak-
ing the first of threebrief visits toEngland to
recuperate, collectmedical supplies andspeak
atpublicmeetings in support of theRepublic.
Shewould later recall beingadmonished: “But
Spain is red.” “Yes,” she replied, “it is redwith
blood.Bloodsplashedover the streets and the
gutters runwith it. Forweeksmy fingernails
were stainedby theblood, andmyarmswere
spatteredup to theelbowswith it.”
Shewasback inSpain in time for the

Republic’s offensiveatBrunete,west of
Madrid, in July 1937.Herbattlefieldhospital at
Torrelodoneswas regularly bombarded–
despite aprominent red cross –as sheand the
othermedicsworked into the small hours every
day, at timesby the light of torchesandciga-
rette lighters. Afterwards shewassenthome
suffering fromshockafter six of her colleagues
werekilledbyashell.Onher return, shewas
posted toQuintanar, east ofMadrid, and
became themedical officer in chargeof thebar-
racksof the ItalianGaribaldi Battalion.
Pennywasbadly injured in the springof

1938,while attached toamobilemedical sta-
tion in themountainsofTeruel, tending to the
wounded in theRepublican retreat eastwards.
In abombing raidby Franco’splanes shesuf-
fered lacerations to thearm,broken ribsand
abdominal shrapnelwounds. Shewaseventu-
ally evacuated from theport ofGandíabyHMS

Sussex, taken toMarseilles andputona train
tohospital in London.
While convalescing fromherwoundsshemet

Michael Feiwel, a noteddermatologist,whom
shemarried threemonths later.Unable tohave
childrenbecauseof the injuries sustained in
Spain, shededicatedherself toher nursing
career, eventually becomingherhusband’s
assistant inhisHarleyStreet practice.
In 1992shepublishedhermemoir, “English

Penny”, under thepen-namePenny Fyvel. She
alsodescribedher experiences inSpain in a
chapter inMaxArthur’s “TheRealBandof
Brothers” (2009). Shewill be rememberedby
IBMTmembersasanactiveandcheerful sup-
porter of theTrust, always ready toattend
events andeager to recounther experiences in
Spainand thoseof thepeople sheworkedwith
andcared for.

SamLesser
ByJimJump

SamLesserwasaproudveteranof the Inter-
nationalBrigades,a foundermemberof the

IBMTin2001anditsChairat thetimeofhis
death,on2October,aged95.Hewasoneof the
firstBritishvolunteers toarrive inSpain, fight-
ing inFrenchunits inMadridandLoperabefore
theBritishBattalionwascreated in January
1937. InjuredatLoperaandunabletocontinue
fighting,hebecameareporter inSpain,acquir-
ingaprofessionhewouldpursueover thenext
fivedecades.

Notonlywas it inSpain thathebecamea
journalist, buthealsomethis futurewife,
MargaretPowell, oneof theBritishnurseswho
hadalsovolunteered tohelp theSpanish
Republicduring thecivilwarof 1936-39.
Asa journalistwith theDailyWorkerand later
MorningStarunder thenameofSamRussell,
Lesserwasawitness tomanyof thegreat
eventsof the20thcentury.Hesaw theSoviet
tanks inHungary in 1956and reportedboth
fromCubaduring themissile crisisof 1962and
fromCzechoslovakia in theaftermathof the
PragueSpringof 1968.Hewasalso inChile
whenPresidentSalvadorAllendewasover-

OBITUARIES
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“Yes,Spainisredwith
blood.Bloodsplashed
overthestreetsandthe
guttersrunwithit.”

PennyFeiwel(above)
celebratingher99th

birthdayand(right),as
PennyPhelps,seated,
centre,withcolleagues
atQuintanarduring

thecivilwar.



thrown in 1973 inaCIA-backedmilitary coup.
Mannassah“Sam”Lesser joined the

CommunistPartyasayounganti-fascist sonof
Jewish immigrants in London’sEast Endand
remainedapartymember formostofhis life. In
1934hewonascholarship toUniversity
College, London,wherehestudiedEgyptology.
Aged21when thewar inSpainbegan in July
1936,hewaspreparing togoonadig inEgypt.
Aftermuchagonisinghe toldhis youngerbroth-
er –whowouldsubsequently also join the
InternationalBrigades–ofhisplans togo to
Spain, butdidnot tell hisparents.
Assigned toaBritishunit in theCommunede

ParisBattalionof theXI InternationalBrigade,
Lesser tookpart in the fightingaroundMadrid
inNovemberandDecemberatUniversityCity
andCasadeCampowhere,with thehelpof
newlyarrivedSoviet arms, Franco’sadvanceon
thecapitalwaschecked.At theendof
Decemberhe joineda reconstitutedBritish
company in LaMarseillaiseBattalion thatwas
sent south for anassault onLopera, near
Córdoba.CasualtieswerehighandLesserwas
hit by shrapnel as theRepublicanadvance
cameunderheavy fire. “I didn’t knowat the
timewhere I’dbeenwounded– inwhichpartof
mybody–except thatwhen I tried togetup I
couldn’t. I just fell down.”TheRepublican
attackwaspushedbackandby theendof the
dayLesserwas lying inno-man’s land.
Eventuallyhewasdraggedclearbya friend
whohad insistedongoing to look forhim.
Repatriated toLondon formedical treatment

onan injured leg, hewassoonback inParis,
workingat the InternationalBrigades recruit-
mentoffice. Later in 1937he returned toSpain,
accompanyingadozenyoungvolunteernurs-
es.TheyenteredSpainona fishingboatunder
coverofdarkness. InBarcelona,having faileda
medical examination to rejoin the International
Brigades, Lesserwasgivenanaddress togo to.
It turnedout that itwas theheadquarters set
upby theSpanishauthorities tobroadcaston
shortwave inGerman, Italian, Portugueseand
English, andhewasput in chargeof the

English-languagebroadcasts.
Hesoonbecameacorrespondent for the
DailyWorker. Thecitywasbeingattackedmer-
cilesslybyMussolini’sbombers fromtheir base
inMallorca. “Theybombedourareaof
Barcelona, and I shall never forget thesmell
therewhen Iwentoutside.Therewasonewon-
derful rowof lime trees–abeautiful scentwhen
they’re in flower,”hewrote. “Thegutterwas lit-
erally flowingwithblood, and thesmell of the
bloodof thesepoorpeoplewasmixedwith the
smell of the lime trees.”
He fled fromthecityon thedaybefore

Franco’s troopsentered in January 1939 inacar
drivenbyDailyHerald correspondentScott
Watson. “The road to the frontierwas
crammed,mostlywithwomen, childrenandold
men trying togetout. Itwassomething that
would laterbe re-enacted in townsandcities
across thewholeof Europe.”
Lesserbecame theDailyWorker correspon-

dent inParis and, after theCommunist Party
wasbanned following theNazi-Soviet pact,
relocated toBelgium, fleeing thecountryas the
Nazis invaded inMay1940. For thenext four
yearshewasa foremanat theNapier aero-
engine factory inwest London, rejoining the
newspaper in the finalmonthsof thewar.
From1955 to 1959hewas theDailyWorker

Moscowcorrespondent –whereyoungerbroth-
er Frankhadbeen thecorrespondentafter the
war. Promoted to foreigneditor, Lesserwas
thenbased inLondonuntil his retirement in

1984.Hiswork involved frequent foreign travel,
including trips toHavana in 1962,whereChe
Guevaragrantedhima2am interview, and to
NorthVietnam in 1971.
Following retirement, he frequently visited

Spainandwas regularly asked toaddresspub-
licmeetingsandbe interviewedabout thecivil
war, both inBritainandSpain.
Charmingandopinionated, hewasalwaysa

powerful presence inanygathering, formalor
informal.Yethe remainedanessentiallymod-
estman.Typically, following thedeath inApril
2009of IBMTPresident Jack Jones,whom
Lesser alwaysdeeplyadmired,hedismissed
suggestions thatheshouldsucceed Jones, pre-
ferring instead to remain theTrust’sChair, a
postheheld from2006.
Hedied leaving instructions forhis ashes to

bescatteredby the InternationalBrigade
memorial atMontjuich inBarcelona.

Alsoremembered
�DoraLevin (néeBirnbach),whoservedinthe
InternationalBrigadesasanurse,hasdiedin
Israelattheageof99.Afterthefallof theRepub-
licandinternment inFrenchconcentration
camps,sheacquiredapermittoentertheUK.
ShestayedinBritainuntil theendoftheSecond
WorldWar,workingfortheanti-fascistseamen’s
union. In1945shereturnedtohernativePoland
andfromthere, in1968,toIsrael.

�AlexClarkwasatirelessanti-fascistandwork-
ingclassactivistandtradeunionist inAberdeen.
Bornin1922andtooyoungtojointheInterna-
tionalBrigades,hewasinvolvedinfundraising
andfoodcollectionsfortheSpanishworkers.He
becameafriendofBobCooneyandtheother
dozenlocalvolunteers.

�ArnoldOwen,whodiedon11November,was
appointedanMBEforhisworkonbehalfof
WelshInternationalBrigaders.Hiselderbrother
FrankOwenservedwiththeInternational
BrigadesandwaskilledinSpain.

�SpanishRepublicanveteranRomaMárquez
Santo,whospokeat the IBMT’sannualcom-
memoration in JubileeGardens,London, in July
2007andattendedthefollowingyear’sevent,
died inDecember inhisnativeBarcelonaat the
ageof94.Aveteranof theColumnaLenínand
anofficerof thePopularArmy,healsounveiled
aplaqueat theWorkingClassMovement
Library inSalford inMay2009tothe Independ-
entLabourPartymemberswhovolunteeredto
fight inSpain.Hewasheld inaFranco jailuntil
thewinterof1943andafterwardsworkedasa
builder, includingseveralyears inBritain.

� IBMTmemberMaggieComley,whodiedin
September,helpedorganisetheIBMT’s2006
commemorativecrossingofthePyrenees.She
livedinCascastel,aFrenchvillageclosetothe
Spanishborder,andrecommendedtheroute.
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“Theroadtothefrontier
wascrammed,mostly
withwomen,children…It
wouldlaterbere-enacted
intownsandcitiesacross
thewholeofEurope.”

SamLesser(left), in
theroleofSam

Russell, interviewing
CheGuevarain

HavanafortheDaily
Workerin1962.
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�GavinFoxwantsto
knowmoreaboutthispor-
traitofhisuncle,Ralph
Fox,byHKennedy,which
wassoldoneBayinJanu-
ary.Heisintriguedabout
itsoriginandwhomight
haveboughtthesketch.It
appearstohavebeen

signedbyFox,whowaskilledatLoperainDecem-
ber1936.Contact[gavinfox4ql@btinternet.com].

�ElaineTurnerisseekingdetailsaboutheruncle,
Joseph“Joe”HenryParker,whofoughtinthe
SpanishCivilWar.Hewasbornon9April1915in
Hackney,London,thoughhecouldlaterhavehad
linkstoBristol.Contact[elaine@s1exige.co.uk].

�NinaWatsonwantstofindoutmoreabout
SpanishartistEnriqueGarránandhisfamily,who
stayedwithhermotherandfatherinReadingin
the1940sbeforeherfamilymovedtoNorthum-
berlandin1950.Hehadbeensecretaryofthe
SpanishSyndicateofFineArtsandisthoughtto
havediedinLondoninthe1950s.Ninawrites:
“Unfortunatelybothmyparents,PeteandNell
Johnson,arenowdeceasedsoIcan'tcheckthe
details.Duringthewartheylivedinasmallhouse
inAmityRoad,Reading.Iremembercominghome
fromschoolonedayandfindingastrangeman,
womanandtwochildreninourtinyfrontroom.I
recallthechildrenhavingblackhairandlooking
verybeautiful.Mymothertoldmethattheywere

stayingwithusbecause
theyhadnowhereelseto
go.IrememberEnrique
doinglotsofdrawingand
painting,usinganymateri-
alshecouldgetholdof.My
parentswereveryactivein
theCommunistPartyin
Reading,andIbelievethe
drawingofLeninwasdone
forthem.Healsopainteda
pictureofaballerinawhich
hegavethem.Atsometime
eitherbeforeorafterhe
stayedwithus,heandhis
familylivedwithmyuncle
andaunt(surname
Edmonds)inahousein
KendrickRoad,Reading.
Alsolivinginthehouseat
thattimewastheartist John

MorleyBury.HelatermovedtoHampstead.A
namewhichmyparentsoftenmentionedwasthe
Petofamily…Ibelievetheywereveryactivepoliti-
callyandsomemembersofthefamilywentonto
havedistinguishedcareersandmayknowmore
abouttheSpanishconnection.”
ContactNinaat[terninawatson@aol.com].

Ifyoudonothaveaccesstoemail,contactthe
IBMTSecretary(detailsonpage2).Pleaseshare
yourinformationaboutBrigaderswithJimCar-
mody,theIBMT’sresearcher:[jamescamody@
yahoo.co.uk].

Asketchandpainting
byEnriqueGarránfor
theJohnsonfamilyin
Reading.

12February2011:Annualcommemorationat
DundeeInternationalBrigadememorial in
AlbertSquare;12noon;contact [mike.arnott@
dundeecity.gov.uk].
25February2011:QuiznightwithPaddy
Mackle ina fundraisingevent for theBelfast-
basedInternationalBrigadesCommemor-
ationCommittee;7:30pm;CopperfieldBar,
FountainLane,BelfastBT15ED;contactLynda
Walker [lyndaernest@btinternet.com].
25/26February2011:Battleof Jaramacom-
memorationopensonFridayeveningwiththe
launchofabiographyof IrishBrigaderand
poetCharlesDonnellyat7pmattheAteneode
Madrid,CalledelPrado21,Madrid28014;on
Saturdaythere isatourof the Jaramabattle-
field (coaches leaveHotelAgumar,Paseode
ReinaCristina7,Madrid28014)at9am, fol-
lowedby lunch inMoratadeTajuña;organised
byAABISpanishFriendsof the IBs;more
details fromDannyPayne[danpayne40@
yahoo.co.uk]; tel:07862-257372.
26February2011:Unveilingofplaqueto
BelfastBrigader JimStraney;1pm; JohnStreet,
BelfastBT12; followedbyJimStraney
MemorialLecture;2pm;NationalClub,
17-19QueenStreet,BelfastBT16EA;organ-
isedbyBelfast’s InternationalBrigades
CommemorationCommittee;more informa-
tion:CiaranCrossey [irelandscw@yahoo.co.
uk]or tel:07759-393607.
26February2011:Annualgeneralmeetingof
theBasqueChildrenof37AssociationUK;
12noon-1:30pm;ConsejeríadeTrabajoe

DIARY DATES

AnewplayabouttheInternationalBrigadeshasa
four-dayrunattheLiverpool’sActors’Studio in
March.WrittenbySteveAspinall, it featuresGeorge,
anunemployedLiverpooldockerandhunger
marcher,whojoinstheInternationalBrigades.
DuringfightinginSpainhefindshimself trappedina
villawithtwoothervolunteers,MurphyandKieran,
andthreeSpanishRepublicans.Dotheysurrenderor
cantheyescape?Seelistingbelowfor9-12March.

Inmigración,20PeelStreet,LondonW87PD;
contact [secretary@basquechildren.org.uk].
1-27March2011: IBMT’s“Antifascistas”
exhibitionatSouthamptonSolentUniversity,
Sir JamesMatthewsBuilding,157-187Above
BarStreet,SouthamptonSO147NN;9am-5pm
Mon-Fri (4.30pmonFri).
4March2011:Fundraisingevent for Inter-
nationalBrigademusical“GoodbyeBarce-
lona”atEuropeHouse,32SmithSquare,
LondonSW1P3EU;4pm-6:30pm:toapply for
tickets: [contact@goodbyebarcelona.com].
5March2011: IBMT’sannualLenCrome
MemorialLecture,“¡Salud!TheBritishContri-
butiontotheRepublicanMedicalServicesdur-
ingtheSpanishCivilWar, 1936-1939”byLinda
Palfreeman;2:30pm, ImperialWarMuseum,
LambethRoad,LondonSE16HZ;earlier, from
11am,atribute inwords,musicandfilmtofor-
mer IBMTChairSamLesserandBrigaderswho
havediedinthepast12months.Contact IBMT
Secretary(detailspage2).
9-12March2011:“ACrimeofCompassion”by
SteveAspinall,aplayabout International
Brigaders;Actors’Studio,36SealStreet,
LiverpoolL14BE;7:30pm;boxoffice:0151-709
9034(seeposterandcaptionabove).
28March-16April: IBMT’s“Antifascistas”
exhibitionat theGreatHall,TheCastle,
Winchester,HampshireSO238PJ; 10am-5pm;
[www3.hants.gov.uk/greathall].
22-24April2011: IBMT’s“Antifascistas”exhi-
bitionat theLeafHallCommunityArtsCentre,
51Seaside,EastbourneBN227NBaspartof
EastbourneFestivalofArtsandCulture;Good
Friday:12pm-5pm;EasterSaturday:10am-
5pm;EasterSunday10am-4pm; [www.
leafhall.co.uk].
26April-13May2011: IBMT’s“Antifascistas”
exhibitionatUniversityofPortsmouthLibrary,
CambridgeRoad,PortsmouthPO12ST;8am-
6:30pm;more information: [www.port.ac.uk/
library/essentials/open].
16-28May2011: IBMT’s“Antifascistas”exhi-
bitionat the IrishLabourHistorySociety
Museum,BeggarsBushBarracks,Haddington
Road,Dublin4;10:30am-4:30pmMon-Fri;
[http://ilhm.tripod.com/museum.html]; tel:
(+353)1-6681071.
21May2011:Lecture:“IrishVolunteers in the
BritishBattalion”byRichardBaxell;4pm; Irish
LabourHistorySocietyMuseum,Dublin (see
detailsabove).
2-25June2011: IBMT’s“Antifascistas”exhibi-
tionintheLibrary,MarketStreet,Kidderminster,
WorcsDY101AB;9am-5:30pm(8pmonTues
and7pmonWeds/Thurs);[www.worcestershire.
gov.uk/cms/community-and-living/libraries-
and-learning/local-library-details].
2/3July2011:Annualcommemorationof the
battleofBrunete;organisedbyAABI;details to
beconfirmed;contactSeverianoMontero:
[seve.montero@gmail.com].

NB:Eventsnotorganisedbythe IBMTarethe
responsibilityof the individualsandorganisa-
tionsconcerned.

CAN YOU HELP?



“MayDay”hasnowbeenrepublishedinanew
editionfeaturinganintroductionbynovelistJohn
King,plusSommerfield’snotetothe1984edition
ofhisnovel.
SetinLondonandcentredonLangier’sfactory

intheEastEnd,“MayDay”describeseventslead-
inguptoMayDayfromthepointofviewofthe
factoryworkersandbossesandtheirfamilies. It is
ataleofexploitation,politicalawakening,and
classstruggle.Sommerfieldsaidinhis1984note:
“WhenIwroteit I’dprobablyhavesaidthat‘May
Day’wassocialistrealism.NowI’dcall itearly’30s
Communistromanticism.”
Ascommunist-inspiredfiction,thenoveloffers

aninsightintotheferventutopianismthattook
Sommerfieldandmanyothervolunteersto
Spain.Somewillarguethatthepoliticsandclass
relationsdepictedhaveclearlydated,thoughthe
innerconflictfeltbyJamesSeton’sbrotherJohn
aboutwhethertoriskthelivelihoodofhisyoung
familybyjoiningotherunionmilitantsatLangier’s
willsoundfamiliartomanytradeunioniststoday.
Sotoowill thecallousdisregardforhealthand
safetyshownbythefactorybosses.
Whathasundeniablyagedwellarethe

descriptionsofLondon,allbelchingchimneys,
foghornsontheThamesandWestEndneon
lightsreflectedonwettarmac.Theycombine
social realismandpoetryandaredeliveredwith
asharpcinematographer’seye:“London
extendsitselfaroundthegrey-silvercurling
wormoftheriver likesomesprawlingmonster.
Themillionsoundsofmachineryandvoicesand
laughter,of trafficandtypewritersandhammers
andsaws,ofdogsbarkingandthecriesofbirth

anddeath,thesoundsofmusicandbicyclebells
andpigeonscooingblendtogetherandriseinto
theair,varyingintonefromhourtohour, the
monster’sbreathing.”
In“MayDay”thecountryisinturmoil–thepeo-

pleareangryattheexcessesandcorruptionof
therulingclass;workersaretoldtoincreasepro-
ductionforlesspay;bossesmeettodiscussways
ofincreasingtheirprofitmargins;unionsmobilise
themasses;amarchtakesplace;policeclash
withdemonstratorsandamaniskilledonthe
streetsofLondon.Soundsfamiliar?

“MayDay” canbe ordered from [www.london-books.co.uk].

Rotherhamvolunteer’s life
IBMTsupportersinRotherham
havereprintedthe“Pounded
Earth”SpanishCivilWarmemoir
oflocalvolunteerTommyJames
alongwiththe1985biographyof
James,“ALionofaMan”,byBrian

LewisandBillGledhill.
James(1898-1971)wasalifelongcommunist

andsupporterofprogressivecauses.Duringhis
eightmonthsinSpain,hefoughtatJaramainFeb-
ruary1937andBruneteinJulylaterthatyear.
Thenewbookwaslaunchedatagatheringof

150peoplelastSeptemberattheopeningofthe
IBMT’s“Antifascistas”exhibitioninRotherham.

“ALion of aMan/Pounded Earth” is priced at £8.99 and can
be ordered for £10.50 (including p&p) from [andyducker@
blueyonder.co.uk].
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JohnSommerfield.

Inbrief…

�AnewBBCRadio4documentary,“TheLastof
theInternationalBrigaders”, isexpectedtobe
broadcastat8pmonSaturday26February,with
ashorterrepeatonMonday28Februaryat3pm.
ProducerAngelaSherwinsaysitwill include
interviewswithsurvivingveteransPaddy
Cochrane,JackEdwardsandThomasWatters,as
wellasarchiveclipsofseveralothervolunteers.

�TheCatalonia-
basedBrossa
StringQuartet
(BrossaQuartet
deCorda)
(pictured)has
releasedanewCD

withsongsfromtheInternationalBrigades,titled
“Lescançonsdelbrigadistes”.Pricedat€15,the
albumcanbeorderedfrom[www.vesc.cat/ca/
discs/brossa-quartet-de-corda/les-cancons-del-
brigadistes].

�FilmmakerYoavSegalhasproduceda20-
minutedocumentary“NoPasaran”onanti-
fascistactivismintheEastEnd,theBattleof
CableStreetandtheInternationalBrigades.The
filmwillbepreviewedatRichMixinLondonon27

January.Apremièreisplannedforlaterinthe
year,closertothe4Octoberanniversaryofthe
BattleofCableStreet.Extractsfromthefilm,
includinginterviewswithBrigadersSamLesser
andLouKenton,whotookpartintheCableStreet
protest,arebeingshownonaloopattheJewish
MuseumLondon.See[www.yoavsegal.com]and
[www.jewishmuseum.org.uk].

�TheonlineTUC
archivehasasetof
documentsonthe
SpanishCivilWar. It
includesmaterialon
International
BrigadenurseAnn

Murray(above). Itcanbeviewedat:[www.
unionhistory.info/Display.php?irn=3000084].

�ThelatestissueofTheVolunteer, journalofthe
AbrahamLincolnBrigadeArchives(ALBA)is
availableonlineat[www.albavolunteer.org]. It
includesarticlesona“SongsfortheCause”
concertgivenbyPeteSeeger,GuyDavisandPatti
SmithinNewYorklastOctoberinaidofALBA.

�InternationalBrigadesupportersinBelfast
haveproducedaweb-pageon“Belfast
SocialistsintheSpanishCivilWar”. It tellsthe
storyofseveralBelfastBrigadersandpointsout

relevantsitesofinterest.See[http://hubpages.
com/hub/belfast-brigadistas-in-the-spanish-
civil-war].

�CastillalaMancha’sDepartmentofEducation,
ScienceandCulturehascreatedanonline
exhibitionof18photographsrelatingtothe
InternationalBrigades.It istitled“Theygaveus
everything…andaskedfornothinginreturn”and
includesthisphotoofBritishBattalion
volunteersalongwithotherimagesdrawnfrom
theAlbaceteprovincialarchive.Itcanbeseenat
[http://ccta.jccm.es/dglab/Cliente?id_aplic=66
&seccion=Archivos].

�Thepowerfulpoem“BattleofJarama1937”
byBritishBrigaderJohnLepperhasbeenputto
musicforavideothatincludesarchivephoto-
graphsandrecentonestakenbyJohnCorcoran.
ThemusicisbyJohnWebsterandBrindaband,
withSteveHomesonflamencoguitar.See
[www.youtube.com/watch?v=eBJZAHmnUts].

‘Romanticism’that
stillresonates
“MayDay”byJohnSommerfield;£11.99(London
Books,London,2010)

Reviewed by Jim Jump

DescribedbyfellowInternationalBrigader
BernardKnoxasa“proletariannovelist”,John
Sommerfieldwas–likeKnox–oneofthegroupof
volunteersrecruitedbypoetJohnCornfordinthe
autumnof1936.
Remarkably,Sommerfieldstillhadtimetocom-

pletehissecondnovel,“MayDay”,inwhichoneof
themaincharacters, JamesSeton,hasjust
returnedfromSpain,“afugtivefromarevolt
drownedinblood”,beforecrossingthePyrenees
andtakingpartinthefightingaroundMadridin
late1936.Hisaccountoftheseexperiences,“Vol-
unteerinSpain”,waspublishedin1937.
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This is thesecondandfinalpartofour list
ofmemorials inBritainandIrelandtothe
InternationalBrigades.TheIBMTis
updatingthelist,so, ifyouhaveany
additionsorcorrections,orotherrelevant
informationaboutthememorials,please
contact IBMTNewsletterEditor JimJump
at: [editor@international-brigades.org.
uk]or tel:020-72286504.

Wales
ABERDARE:Reliefcarvingsinwoodtolocal
volunteers, includingtwokilledon25August1938
intheBattleoftheEbro.InstalledbyAberdare
LabourPartyandlocaltradescouncil intheparty’s
premisesinDecember1967.RelocatedtoAberdare
CentralLibraryandunveiledbyMichaelFootMP
June1986.
AMMANFORD:PlaqueinOldTownHall.Erected1998.
BLAENAVON:Plaquetominerswhovolunteeredfor
SpainintheBigPitcoalminingmuseum.Erected
2006.
BURRYPORT:PlaqueinMemorialHall.Erected1996
andunveiled27February1997byEvanJones.
CAERPHILLY:PlaqueinCaerphillyVisitors’Centreto
fourlocalvolunteers.UnveiledJune2002.
CARDIFF:MemorialstoneandplaquesinAlexandra
Gardens,CathaysPark,toWelshvolunteerskilledin
Spain.ErectedbyMid&SouthGlamorganCounty
Councils&CardiffCityCouncil,1October1992.
LLANELLI:PlaqueoutsidePlaidCymruoffices, 11
JohnStreet.UnveiledbyLanceRogers 1996.
MAERDYBRIDGE:PlaquetoFrankOwenbybridgein

MaerdyCommunityWoodlandProject.Unveiled
2000byLanceRogersandrededicatedAugust
2009.
MERTHYR:Plaqueincounciloffices.Erected1996
andrededicated27May2002.
NEATH:MemorialstoneinVictoriaGardens.Erected
1996.
RHONDDA:Memorialplaque inRhonddaCouncil
Chamber,Pentre, toRhonddavolunteers.Erected
byRhonddaBoroughCouncilandunveiled
2September1989byJack Jones.
PENNYGROES:Memorialplaqueinvillagehallto
GeorgeErnestFretwell(killedon12February1937at
Jarama).ErectedbyMemorialHallCommittee,
7January1991.
SWANSEA:Welshnationalmemorialplaquein
Miners’Library,HendrefoilanHouse,GowerRoad,
to33volunteersfromWaleskilledinSpain.Erected
bytheSouthWalesMiners’Federation,14January
1976andunveiledbyWillPaynter.

TheMidlands
BIRMINGHAM:PlaqueinStThomasPeaceGarden,
BathRow,totheBirminghamvolunteers.Erectedby
BirminghamCityCouncil&DioceseofBirmingham,
2December1992.
CLOWNE:PlaquetoTomGaunt(killedinAragón,
March1938),ParishHouse.ErectedbyChesterfield
&DistrictCooperativePartyandunveiledbyDennis
SkinnerMP,31October2009.
LEICESTER:MemorialplaqueinPeaceWalk,Victoria
Park,UniversityRoad,tothreeLeicestervolunteers
killedinSpain.ErectedbyLeicesterSocialistCentre,
15February1993.

NOTTINGHAM:Sculptedreliefandthreeplaquesin
CountyHall,WestBridgeford.ErectedbyNotting-
hamshireCountyCouncilandunveiledbyJackJones
andAmbassadorAlbertoAza,24September1993.
STOKE-ON-TRENT:MemorialplaqueinTownHall,Glebe
Street,tothreevolunteerskilledinSpain.Erectedby
Stoke-on-TrentCityCouncil,7September1989.

London
BATTERSEA:PlaqueinentrancetoPCSunionoffices,
FalconRoad,SW11,totheInternationalBrigade
volunteersfromBattersea.
CAMDEN:PlaqueinCamdenTownHall,EustonRoad,
tovolunteersandsupportersfromCamden.Erected
byCamdenBoroughCouncil,29April1995.
CLAPHAM:PlaqueinMaritimeHouse(RMTunion
offices),OldTown,SW4,toseafarersandrailway
workerswhojoinedtheInternationalBrigades.
Erected8June2004.
CLERKENWELL:Statueandplaquetofourprintand
mediaworkerskilledinSpaininMarxMemorialLib-
rary,37AClerkenwellGreen,EC1.Unveiled14Dec-
ember2009.Originallyerected1986byprintworkers’
unionSOGATatconvalescenthomeinRottingdean,
Sussex,thenunveiledatGPMUunioncentreatQuorn,
Leicestershire,byJackJones,November2002.
FORESTGATE:MemorialseattoDavidMarshall inthe
RoseGarden,WestHamPark,E7.
FULHAM:Memorial inFulhamPalaceGardensto
volunteersfromHammersmithandFulham.Erected
byHammersmith&FulhamBoroughCounciland
localtradescouncil,31August1997.
HOLBORN:StatuebyArthurDooleyandplaque
erectedinUniteunionoffices,128TheobaldsRoad,
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Clockwisefromtopleft:QuotationfromLa
PasionariaontheCardiffmemorial;theReading
memorial,createdbyEricStanford;thenational
memorialinLondon’sJubileeGardens,by
sculptorIanWalters;andtheLeicestermemorial
namingthreelocalvolunteerskilledinSpain.

InternationalBrigadememorials



Uponreadingin“Antifascistas”thelistof
heroeswhodiedintheSpanishCivilWar, I

wassurprised,elated,nottosaystaggered,to
seethenameofBernardGeorgeWinfield,who
waskilledatTeruelon1January1938.
HeandImetat25WycliffeGrove,Mapperly,

Nottinghamin1937.Myfather,TomParsons,
wasanorganiser for the InternationalBrigades
intheEastMidlands.Meetingswereheld inour
small front room.Therewasnofurnitureandthe
futureparticipants in thebattle for freedom
fromthefascists leanedagainst thewallsorsat
orsquattedonthefloorof that tinybuthistoric
room.
Therewerecollectingboxesintheroom,which

mylatebrotherJackandmyoldersisterBettyand
Itookroundthepoverty-strickenstreetswhere
welived.
Itwasatoneofthesemeetingsthatamangave

thethreeofusafewcopperseach.Asyoucan
imagine,thiswasasmallfortunethen–andkept
meinaniseedballsforaweek.
Theman’snamewasMrWinfield.Forover70

yearsthisnamehasstayedinmymind.Butitwas
notuntil I readhisnameintherollofhonourin
thegloriousbook“Antifascistas”thatthedetails
ofthiswonderful incidentwereconfirmed.
TedParsons
Nottingham

Oldhammemorials
IwaspleasedtoseetheOldhammemorial listed
inyourAutumn2010issue.Icanaddacouple
moreitemsofinformationaboutthismemorial. It
wasunveiledinJanuary1986andwasmadeby

theceramicartist
JimRobison.Sadly,
it isnotcurrently
onpublicdisplay
butalwaysview-
ablebyappoint-
ment.
Wealsohave

anotherrelevant
iteminourcollec-
tions.Thisframed
rollofhonour(pic-

tured)wasgiventousin1986,atthetimeofan
exhibitionaboutthelocalmenwhofoughtin
Spainbutisclearlyamucholderitem.
Sean Baggaley
ExhibitionsandCollectionsCoordinator
GalleryOldham

SpanishCivilWarsongs
IhavebegunathreadontheMudcatfolksong
discussionsitetryingtocollecta listofpeople
whocurrentlyperformSpanishCivilWarsongs.
It ishopedthat itmightencouragethesingingof
thesesongsduring2011, the75thanniversaryof
theoutbreakofthewar.Anyonecanaddapost
tothethreadasaguestonthesitewithouthav-

ingtosignupasaMudcatmember,although
theyaskthatyougivea“penname”sothat
postsarenotcompletelyanonymous.
Thethreadiscalled“SpanishCivilWarSongs:

WhoSingsWhat?”andcanbefoundusingthis
link: [http://mudcat.org/thread.cfm?threadid=
133659&messages=15#3034581].
Geoff Lawes
Hull

GerdaTaro
YourshortarticleinthesplendidAutumn2010
IBMTNewslettermentionsGerdaTaro.Iknow
youhavelimitedspacebutitwouldhavebeenof
interesttoyourreaderstohavepointedoutthe
followingfacts.Gerda’srealnamewasGerda
Pohorylle(s)andshewasthelong-timelover/
partnerofthefamousSpanishCivilWarphotog-
rapherRobertCapa,realnameAndréFriedman,
thoughsherefusedtoactuallymarryhim.
ShewasburiedatPèreLachaisecemeteryin

Parisandhertombstonewasdesignedby
Giacometti.Thereisarumourthatshewasactu-
allykilledbyStalinistpurgers,ratherthanbyan
accidentwhenshewasrunoverbyaRepublican
tank,butthereisnoevidenceforamurder
andapparentlyaneyewitnessaccountto
thecontrary.
Martin Sugarman
Ajex JewishMilitaryMuseumArchivist
London

DavidMackenzie
InyourobituaryofBernardKnox(autumnissue)
InoticethatyouquotehimassayingthatDavid
[Mackenzie]wasan“Oxfordmanwhohadbeen
amedicalstudent”.
OneDavidMackenziewasanEdinburghstu-

dentwhohadbeenamedicalstudent.Hewasan
earlyvolunteerwhotookpart inthedefenceof
Madridandwasatonetimereportedkilled.
Hereturnedhomeattheendof1936. JimCar-

mody[theIBMT’sresearcher]hastoldmeover
thephonethatMackenie’sfather,anadmiral,
hadbeenabletoexertsomepressure.
LatertheDavidMackenzieI’mthinkingof

becameafarmerontheIsleofMullafterservice
intheSecondWorldWarandpublishedtwo
books,“Farmer intheWesternIsles”and“Goat
Husbandry”.
Imethisdaughterbyhisfirstmarriage,his late

son-in-lawandtheir threesons,theeldestof
whom,RichardHunter,wasrecentlythearchivist
atEdinburghCityCouncil.
WasthereanotherDavidMackenziewhowas

anOxfordman?
John Manson
Castle-Douglas
�Bernardobviouslygothisuniversitiesmixed
up.Our inquiriesconfirmthat therewasonly
oneotherDavid (Marshall) inSpainat the time,
andhewasnotanex-medical student. –Editor
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WC1,tomemberswhofoughtinSpain.Erected
bytheT&Gunion,1June1990.
LEWISHAM:PlaquetoHalcrowVerstage(killedat
Brunete,July1937)andlocalvolunteers, inTown
Hall,CatfordRoad,LondonSE6.UnveiledbyBill
AlexanderandJackJones,13February1999.
NOTTINGHILL:“EchoesofSpain”mosaicunder
Westwayflyover,PortobelloRoad,W11,
commemoratinglocalvolunteersandSpanish
Republicanrefugees.Unveiled18October2006
byJackJonesandAmbassadorCarlosMiranda.
PECKHAM:CeremonialredstoleinStLuke’s
Church,FarnboroughWay,SE15.Providedby
BrigaderDouglasEggarandStLuke’sChurch.
SOUTHWARK:PlaqueinSouthwarkMemorial
Mayor’sParlour,TownHall,PeckhamRoad,
SE5.ErectedbySouthwarkBoroughCouncil,
1November1986.
TOWERHAMLETS:Plaquetolocalvolunteerson
frontoftheOldTownHall,CableStreet.
WATERLOO:Nationalmemorialandsculptureby
IanWaltersinJubileeGardens,SouthBank,to
the526killedinSpanishCivilWarwhowentto
SpainfromBritainandIreland.Erectedby
GreaterLondonCouncilandInternational
BrigadeAssociationandunveiledbyMichael
FootMP,5October1985.

TheSouth&SouthWest
BRISTOL:MemorialplaqueinCastleParktofour
BristolvolunteerskilledinSpain.Erectedby
BristolCityCouncil,11December1986.
Remountedandrededicated14April2010.
CANTERBURY:SeatingroundsofRutherford
College,UniversityofKent,toTonyMcLean.
ErectedbyTonyMcLeanMemorialFund,1
October1982.
NEWHAVEN:MemorialbenchatNewhavenFort
commemoratingreturnofBritishBattalionto
NewhaveninDecember1938.UnveiledbyJack
Jones,7December2008.
PORTHLEVEN:PlaquetoChristopherCaudwellon
AtlanticInn.Erected20October2007.
PORTSMOUTH:HeadstoneongraveofJimmy
Moore(diedfromwoundssustainedinBattleof
theEbro)inMiltonCemetery.Erected2006.
READING:SculptureoutsideCivicCentre,Castle
Street,tovolunteerskilledinSpain.Erectedby
ReadingInternationalBrigadeMemorialComm-
itteeandReadingBoroughCouncil,5May1990.
READING:SilverthorneRoominregionalofficeof
Unison(10ChurchStreet), inmemoryofThora
Silverthorne.
SOUTHAMPTON:PlaquetofourSouthampton
volunteersinfrontoftheCenotaphinthepark
oppositeCivicCentre.Erected28October2006.
SWINDON:SpanishchestnuttreeinCoateWater
ParktoPercyWilliams,killedatCaspein1938.
ErectedbyThamesdownBoroughCouncil,1
November1986.
SWINDON:Memorial inWhitworthRoad
CemeterytoPercyWilliams.
WORTHING:PlaqueinLabourHall,Lyndhurst
Road,tofiveWorthingInternationalBrigade
volunteers.UnveiledbyJackJonesandSam
Lesser,7July2007.

Namethattookmebackover70years



Acyclerideisplannedforthisautumnthatwill
takeriderstoInternationalBrigadememorialsin
Scotland,Ireland,WalesandsouthernEngland.
TheywillarriveinLondonintimefortheIBMT’s
annualgeneralmeetingon1Octoberandthe
commemorationofthe75thanniversaryofthe
BattleofCableStreetonthefollowingday.
TherideisbeingorganisedbytheNationalClar-

ionCyclingClub1895(NCCC),whichtracesits
rootsbacktotheheydayofthesocialistcycling
clubsoftheVictorianage.
It isscheduledtosetofffromtheInternational

BrigadememorialatTheMoundinEdinburghon
Monday19September,withtheNCCCofferinga
choiceofaccommodationalongtheroute.There
willbeaback-upvehicletotakeluggage.
TheitinerarytakesthecycliststoGlasgow,then

byferrytoBelfast,southtoDublinandonanother
ferrytoSouthWales,withtheridersvisiting
Cardiff,Bristol,SwindonandReadingonrouteto
London.TheywillreachthecapitalonFriday30
September.
“TheaimwillbetopromotetheIBMTandhigh-

lighttherelevanceoftheanti-fasciststruggle

today,”saysNCCCsecretaryCharlesJepson.
In2008theclubstagedaGlasgowtoBarcelona

cycleridetore-enactthetripmadein1938bytwo
ClarionCyclingClubmembers,TedWardand
GeoffJackson,whobikedthroughBritainand
FranceandoverthePyreneestoraisemoneyfor
Spanishchildrenwhohadbecomevictimsofthe
civilwar.
BackedbytheIBMT,the70thanniversaryride

alsorememberedRayCoxandRoyWatts,two
ClarionmemberswhodiedinSpainwiththe
InternationalBrigades.
Thetripreceivedextensivecoverageinregional

andnationalTV,radioandnewspapersinSpain.
OnSunday4October1936,ClarionCycling

ClubgroupsinLondoncancelledtheirnormal
SundayrunsinordertoconfrontSirOswald
Mosely’sBritishUnionofFascistsastheytriedto
marchthroughtheworkingclassheartoftheEast
End,wheremanyJewslived.Theanti-fascists
adoptedthesloganofthedefendersofMadrid–
Nopasarán/Theyshallnotpass–intheviolent
confrontationthatbecameknownastheBattleof
CableStreet.ManyofthosewhostoppedMose-
ly’sBlackshirtsafterwardsjoinedtheInternation-
alBrigades.

Formore information about this year’s planned cycle ride
contact [clarioncc@yahoo.co.uk], tel: 01254-51302.

Aprogrammetomarkthe75thanniversaryofthe
creationoftheInternationalBrigadesataseries
ofeventsinSpaininOctoberisbeingdrawnupin
consultationwithIBassociationsaroundthe
world.
TherearelikelytobegatheringsinMadrid,

Albacete(siteofthemainInternationalBrigade
base)andBarcelonaduringtheweekof23-29
October.
InMadrid, it ishopedthatanewmemorialto

theBrigaderswillbeunveiledintheUniversity
City,wheretheinternationalvolunteersplayed
animportantpart incheckingFranco’sattemptto
takethecapital inNovemberandDecember
1936.TheMadrid-basedAABI(Associationof
FriendsoftheInternationalBrigades)isseeking
toraiseanestimated€15,000tofundtheproject.
Theprogrammeisexpectedtobeconfirmedat

ameetinginToulouseon22Januaryconvenedby
theCoordinationInternationale,theParis-based
bodyformedlastyeartocoordinateactivities
betweentheInternationalBrigadeassociations.
TheAABIalsoplansthisyeartoputupplaques

inMadrid’sFuencarralCemeterytotheArgentine
andCypriotvolunteers.
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Eventstomark75thanniversaryofformationof InternationalBrigades…

Thereareplans tomakeanewpaintingonthe
InternationalBrigadesbyartistRosaBranson
thecentrepieceofaspecialexhibitionat the
MarxMemorialLibrary inLondon in theautumn.
Itwouldbeshownalongsidepaintingsand

sketchesbyher fatherandBrigader,Clive
Branson,a renownedartistandpoet.
Thetwo-weekexhibitionwouldcompriseone

ofseveraleventscommemorating the75th
anniversaryof thecreationof the International
Brigades inOctober1936.
The IBMTandMMLhopetoorganise the

exhibitionat thesametimeastheTrust’s
annualgeneralmeeting inLondonon1October,
allowingpeopleattending theAGMtoseethe
exhibition.
CliveBransonsurvivedtheSpanishCivilWar

butwaskilled inactionwhileservingwith the
BritishArmy inBurmaon25February1944.

Severalofhisworksareheld inpubliccollec-
tions, including fivebytheTate.Onepainting,
“PortraitofaWorker” iscurrentlyondisplayat
theTateBritain inLondon.Another,“Selling the
‘DailyWorker’outsideProjectileEngineering
Works” is in the“RestlessTimes:Art inBritain
1914-1945”exhibitionatSheffield’sMillennium
Galleryuntil theendof January.

CYCLINGSHIRT:TheNationalClarionCyclingClub
1895hasproducedthiscyclingshirtinthecoloursofthe
SpanishRepublicandbearingthelegend“NoPasaran”
onthesleeve.Theshirtscost£35each,includingp&p,
andsizesaresmall(40),medium(42),large(44)andextra
large(48).Theycanbeorderedfromclubsecretary
CharlesJepsonon01254-51302or[clarioncc@yahoo.co.
uk].Optionalclubmembershipcosts£2ayear.

PAINTING:RosaBransoninherstudioinHighgate,
northLondon,withheranunfinishedversionofher
tributetotheInternationalBrigades.

ToCableStreet,viaScotland,IrelandandWales

UnveilingofnewMadrid
memorialisproposedfor
commemorationinSpain

CyclistswillvisitIB
memorialsontheway

Plansfordaughter
Rosa’stributetobe
shownalongside
CliveBranson’sart


